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I 
CHECKERED YOUTH 
Family of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 


There was a time when Americans imsisted 
that their national heroes must make a good 
showing alongside the heroes of mythology and 
folk lore. ‘To meet the popular taste fact and 
fable were mingled in the stories of the men 
who helped to found the United States. 

Then came the “debunking” period, when 
the process of separating myths from history 
was sometimes earried to the extreme of manu- 
facturing new myths. A great question mark 
obscured most of the picturesque incidents of 
the American Revolution as they had long been 
depicted in literature. In the endeavor to 
“humanize” the leaders in the revolt against 
Great Britain their human failings were some- 
times so magnified as to strip these men of all 
glory. 

Peter Muhlenberg, the “hghting parson,” 
is one character of that Revolutionary era who 
has successfully withstood the debunkers. It 
is true, certain stories about him have been 
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OK 8 THE FIGHTING PARSON 


shown to be myths. But their elimination has 
brought to light a greater nobility of character. 
He was not a pious swashbuckler. [lis dramatic 
farewell to the pulpit when he entered the army 
has been embellished with various impossible 
trappings. but substantially the incident must 
be accepted as history. re 

Hlis was a strikingly versatile and adaptable 
career, Ile was a clergyman, apparently, in two 
denominations at the same time. Tle was a 
native of Pennsylvania, but he commanded Vir- 
gimia troops. Then he entered upon a political 
career of distinction in Pennsylvania and in an 
era Of intense partisan strife he completely 
escaped the vituperation and savage attack. to 
which almost every other man prominent in 
public affairs was subjected. 

Samuel W. Pennypacker,  VPennsylvama 
historian, used to say that no village of its size 
in the country had produced so many dis- 
tinguished persons as had Trappe, now a small 
borough in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 
From the Muhlenberg family came a large pro- 
portion of the distinguished persons to whom 
Pennypacker alluded. 

Vhe first of the family was the father of 
Peter Muhlenberg, the Kev. Ilenry Melehior 
Muhlenberg, a native of Eimbeck, in Ilanover, 
who had come to Pennsylvania in 1742 to 
organize congregations among the numerous 
German lutheran settlers of that province. He 
lived either in Philadelphia or Trappe and 
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exercised superintendence for many years over 
virtually all the Lutheran congregations of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. 

At Trappe, Augustus Church was. built 
under his direction in 1743, and to the people 
worshipping here his pastoral supervision was 
especially directed. Vhe old church of 1748 
still stands as an impressive religious landmark 
of colonial times. 

In theology Muhlenberg accepted the 
milder Pietistic type of Lutheranism as it was 
taught at the famous Halle Institutions founded 
by Augustus Ilerman [rancke—the type of 
theology that, called for the translation of faith 
into action as opposed to the more dogmatic 
theology which held that formal acceptance of 
a creed was all that signified. Thus naturally 
Pastor Muhlenberg was a man of action. And 
so also were his sons. 

But the student of heredity will not accord 
sole honors for Veter Muhlenberg’s inherited 
traits to his father. Tlis mother also came from 
a family that bred men of action. She was a 
daughter of Conrad Weiser, pioneer settler of 
the Tulpehocken region, in what 1s now Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, long a_ frontier leader 
and famous in the colonial period as a repre- 
sentative of the provincial government in nego- 
tiations with the Indians 

There were church troubles in the Tulpe- 
hocken region in 1743, and Pastor Muhlenberg 
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visited the locality to try to adjust them. Weiser 
had originally been of the Reformed or Cal- 
vinistic faith. Lle and other German settlers of 
the Tulpehocken country fell under the influence 
of Conrad Beissel, who had founded a monastic 
community of Seventh-day Dunkers at [:phrata. 
Then the efforts of Count Zinzendorf, the Mor- 
avian leader, to effect religious unity among 
the Pennsylvania sects enlisted Weiser’s  sup- 
port. Itventually, however, Weiser became a 
Lutheran. Being the principal resident of the 
neighborhood, Muhlenberg visited Weiser when 
he went to Pulpehocken. In the Weiser home 
was an organ, one of the few in Pennsylvania 
at that time. Muhlenberg loved music, and he 
delighted himself and the Weiser household by 
playing on the organ. ‘Phere was a daughter, 
Anna Mary, then 16 years old. The ‘Pulpe- 
hocken Confusion,” as the church troubles due 
to Zinzendorf’s activity were called, was not 
easy to settle, and Muhlenberg had to make 
further visits to the region. Itvidently he gave 
consideration to Anna Mary Weiser as well as 
to the church troubles, for on April 22, 1745, 
they were married. | 

The year of his marriage Pastor. Muhlen- 
berg had a house built near the church = at 
Trappe. Up to that time he lived mostly in 
Philadelphia. With his young wife he now 
made his home at ‘Trappe. 

The name of Trappe had not yet come into 
general use for the place but it was applied to 
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a tavern kept by members of the Schrack family. 
There were only a few houses near by. ‘The 
region was called) Providence, or sometimes 
New Providence. Originally this territory had 
been included in William Penn’s Manor of Gil- 
berts. In 1729) Providence Vownship was 
created, comprising the present Upper Provi- 
dence and Lower Providence Townships and 
the boroughs of Collegeville and ‘Vrappe. ‘The 
inain highway from Philadelphia to keading 
ran through ‘Trappe, the latter place being 
twenty-five miles northwest of Philadelphia. In 
1741 Providence ‘Vownship had 146 taxable in- 
habitants. ‘Vhereafter new settlers rapidly took 
up lands. 

At ‘Trappe there was also a congregation 
of the German Reformed or Calvinist church 
which had been organized about the time of 
Muhlenberg’s arrival and which held its services 
in the Lutheran church until 1755, when it built 
its own church. 

Just how the name of ‘Trappe originated 
has been a subject of dispute among historians. 
Pastor Muhlenberg wrote in 1780. that the 
Schrack tavern in early days was partly under- 
ground, and a certain Ienglish farmer when he 
came home late explained to Ins inquisitive wife 
that he had been caught in the trap at Schrack’s. 
Thus the tavern became popularly known as 
“the trap.” Francis Kawn Shunk, who was 
born at Trappe and later became governor of 

| Pennsylvania, declined to accept this explana- 
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tion. Tis version was that in front of the 
Schrack tavern was a flight of steps. “Treppe”’ 
is German for steps. Therefore the tavern was 
Sauea” Wie Treppe, or “The Steps.’ The 
question was debated at a meeting of the com- 
miunity’s citizens in 1835, when the majority de- 
cided to spell the name “Prapp.” Later, how- 
ever, the present orthography of Trappe was 
generally accepted. Up to recent times the 
definite article was commonly used with the 
name, the place being called “The Trappe.” 

Neither of the explanations is altogether 
convincing. [t may be that in some way the 
name of the valley of La Trappe, near Mortagne, 
France, was applied to this locality. There the 
order of Trappist monks has had its head- 
quarters since the twelfth century. Writers not 
familiar with Pennsylvania’s Prappe have some- 
times presented it as the seat of a ‘Trappist 
monastery whose solemn inhabitants practice 
perpetual silence and other austerities of this 
order. Vhe predominance of religious influences 
in the early history of Trappe may have been 
conducive to the confusion with the Irench La 
Trappe. 

Here in ‘Trappe the first son of Pastor 
Muhlenberg was born, October 1, 1746 (Old 
Style). At his baptism, on October 14, he was 
named John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg. ‘The 
sponsors at the baptism were the key. Peter 
Brunnholtz, then pastor of the Lutheran 
churches of Philadelphia and Germantown; the 
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Rev. Gabriel Naesmann, pastor of the Swedish 
Lutheran Church at Wicaco, in the southern 
part of Philadelphia County; John Nicholas 
kurtz, then a schoolmaster of the Lutheran 
congregation at New Ilanover and later ordain- 
ed to the ministry, and John Frederick Vigera, 
schoolmaster of the Philadelphia Lutheran con- 
gregation. 

It was the custom among the Germans of 
those times to bestow the name of John upon 
most boys and the name of Mary upon most 
girls, along with one or more additional given 
names. As the children grew to maturity they 
often abandoned the John or Mary. Vhe oldest 
son of the Trappe pastor abandoned both John 
and Gabriel and wrote his name simply eter 
Muhlenberg, or preferably even shorter, “VP. 
Muhlenberg.”’ 


Pennsylvania in Muhlenberg’s Youth 


Those were times of uncertainty and fear in 
interior Pennsylvania. england, the mother 
country, had gone to war with France in 1744, 
in the conflict known as King Georges War. 
Pennsylvania, along with the other American 
dependencies of [ugland, was expected to sup- 
ply troops to attack the french in Canada. but 
the Quakers controlled the Pennsylvania As- 
sembly, and, being opposed to warfare, they re- 
fused to vote appropriations for military pur- 
poses. While William Penn had been a Quaker, 
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the Penns of this era who were the proprietaries 
of Pennsylvania no longer adhered to Quakerism 
but were attached to the Church of Eneland. 
For many years, until the Quakers lost control 
of the Assembly, the question of voting appro- 
priations to the proprietaries for purposes con- 
cerned with war was a source of controversy. 
Curiously enough, a large proportion of the 
German settlers, though not Quakers and not 
holding to a pacilist faith, supported the Quaker 
candidates for Assembly and thus helped them 
maintain power, which they could not have done 
with their own strength. Vhe Germans took 
no great interest in political disputes and = did 
not often have candidates of their own stock. 
The German newspaper which Christopher 
Sower published in) Germantown circulated 
widely among the German settlers. This news- 
paper supported the Quaker policy, Sower, 
though not attached to any religious group, be- 
ing an adherent of pacifism. A phase of the 
matter that appealed to the Germans with 
greater power than the abstract theories of op- 
position to warfare was the economic issue in- 
volved. ‘Thrift was their outstanding trait. They 
objected to waste of money, either for personal 
purposes or for the government. ‘The spending 
of money for armies looked to them like waste, 
and it was sure to increase the taxes. [lence 
when they took the trouble to vote at all they 
were likely to vote with the Quakers, with the 
hope that if the Quakers remained in power 
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taxes would not be increased. The Quakers 
and Germans constituted what was known as 
the Country Varty, while the opposition were 
the Gentlemen's or City Party. 

But Conrad Weiser also wielded great in- 
fluence among the German settlers, and this 
influence was exerted to the full degree in 
behalf of the proprietaries and against the 
dominant. Quakers.  Vastor Muhlenberg had 
little to say about civic and military. contro- 
versies, but naturally he must have sympathized 
with the appeals of Weiser for aid in defending 
the frontier against Indian ravages. Most of 
the Indian tribes took the side of the lrench 
whenever france and [England made war in 
America, ‘The red men seized the opportunity 
to attack exposed settlements, and the pleas of 
the people for help from the provincial authori- 
ties in Philadelphia were in vain. But at last 
the equanimnuty of the Philadelphia | Quakers 
also was disturbed when French and Spatish 
privateers attacked towns along the Atlantic 
Coast as close as New Castle, Delaware. ‘Vhen 
the Pennsylvamia Assembly was induced to vote 
‘£4000 for the Wing's use, “in the purchase of 
bread, beef, pork, flour, wheat and other grain.” 
Benjamin Franklin and other opponents of the 
pacifist policy interpreted “other grain’ to 
include grains of gunpowder, and some of the 
money was thus expended. lranklin also or- 
ganized bodies of volunteer troops, enrolling 
10,000 men throughout the province. 
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Peace terminated King George's War in 
1748. But within six years England and France 
were again at war, and a fine British army, 
under General Braddock, met disastrous defeat 
in Western Pennsylvania in) 1755. Again 
Indians, co-operating with the French, attacked 
frontier settlers. Conrad Weiser and a_ force 
of volunteers from Berks County marched to 
the defense of the people of the Susquehanna 
region in 1755, but they could find no Indians. 
Weiser was busy trying to devise protective 
measures, but his efforts to obtain help from 
the Assembly failed, and finally in exasperation 
he threatened to lead the Berks County Ger- 
mans into Philadelphia to present their protests 
and demands in person. Ilowever, the threat 
was not put into execution. 
| All through his boyhood Peter Muhlenberg 
undoubtedly heard stories of warfare and con- 
flict engendered by those times. Weiser visited 
the Muhlenberg family on his trips to and from 
Philadelphia, and it is likely the boy was thrilled 
by his grandfather's reeital of affairs, a recital 
in which avoidance of military service had no 
part. Thus it may readily be understood how 
the son of the Trappe parsonage developed a 
liking for army activities. 

There were periods when Pastor Muhlen- 
berg, the father, was away from home for long 
intervals, engaged in church work in distant 
settlements. At one time, about 1755, when 
both Muhlenberg and his wife seem to have 
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been absent, Peter and his sister, Eva Elizabeth, 
were placed in the care of an English woman 
living in New L[anover, a well educated woman 
who had no children of her own. New Hanover, 
where there was a Lutheran congregation even 
older than that at Trappe, was nine miles north; 
west.of the latter place. Vhrough this experi- 
ence Peter Muhlenberg received valuable train- 
ing-in the Knelish language. German was com- 
monly spoken at home, though the father was 
conversant with English and occasionally 
preached in that language. 

Some Lutheran congregations on the Rari- 
tan River, in Northern New Jersey, claimed 
Pastor Muhlenberg’s oversight during the 
1750's when they were without a pastor. They 
wanted him to assume the active’ pastorate 
among them. [le made long visits there in 
1757 and 1758, and the following year he, his 
wife and four of the children were in the Raritan 
region during the spring and summer. At this 
time the Muhlenberg home in Trappe, where 
three children remained, no doubt the older ones, 
was in charge of William Graaf, a schoolmaster 
whom Muhlenberg was preparing for the min- 
istry. In November Graaf and his wife, taking 
Peter Muhlenberg with them, traveled to the 
Raritan region, where they spent three wecks. 
In December Mrs. Muhlenberg and two of the 
children returned to Trappe with the Graafs, 
Peter and two of the other children remaining 
with their father. - 
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About this time Pastor Muhlenberg wrote 
thus in his diary about Peter: “He does not 
care much about female society, but is bent on 
hunting and fishing.” 

Evidently Peter was enjoying himself 
thoroughly in his own way as a normal boy 
would, for boys of 13 if they are normal are 
much more interested in hunting and fishing 
than in female society. Yet, as will develop 
later, Peter's propensity for outdoor — sports 
caused his father much concern. 

In January, 1760, Peter returned to Trappe 
with his father, Eight years later Peter Muhlen- 
berg was to vo again to the Raritan region, this 
time as a minister of the yospel. 


Sin Abroad’ to be Educated 


In 1761 the Muhlenberg family removed 
from Trappe to Philadelphia. The rapidly 
growing Lutheran congregation in that city had 
all along been nominally under Pastor Muhlen- 
berg’s supervision. Now he took active charge 
of that flock. 

No doubt he was actuated in some degree 
to make this change in order to provide better 
educational opportunities for his children, of 
whom there were now six living, while two had 
died. Three more children were born in Phila- 
delphia. Peter with two younger brothers, 
‘Frederick Augustus Conrad, born in 1750, and 
Gotthilf Henry, born in 1753, went to school 
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in-the Academy department of the College of 
Philadelphia, which later developed into the 
University of Pennsylvania. The institution, 
then situated on lfourth street, below Arch, was 
under the management of the Rev. Dr. William 
Smith, a clergyman of the Church of England, 
with whom the father of the three Muhlenberg 
boys had become intimate some years before 
when the Iénglish Society for the Propagation 
of Christian Knowledge was endeavoring to 
establish free schools in the German settlements 
of Pennsylvama. Pastor Muhlenberg supported 
the movement and opened schools under the 
auspices of the society in several of his congre- 
gations. Nevertheless the majority of the Ger- 
mans were suspicious of the undertaking, fear- 
ing it was an insidious attack upon their 
language and religion, and = Sowers German 
newspaper left nothing undone to foster this 
suspicion. The schools were continued only a 
few years. Among the trustees of the society 
were Dr. Sinith, Benjamin Franklin and Conrad 
Weiser. 

The University of Pennsylvania has in- 
cluded General Muhlenberg among its “em1- 
nent sons” of the eighteenth century whose 
memory is recalled by tablets on the walls of 
Houston Club, at the University. His con- 
nection with the institution is there described 
thus: “College, 1763.” 

Although Dr. Smith’s Philadelphia school 
was legally empowered to confer college de- 
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grees, Pastor Muhlenberg wanted his sons to 
have the benefit of training in one of the long 
established schools of Germany. The second 
year of the family’s stay in Philadelphia he cor- 
responded with the kev. Dr. Jacolb Duche, one 
of the assistant ministers of the Anglican con- 
gregation worshiping at Christ Church, Phila- 
delphia, about a contemplated trip abroad by 
that clergyman and the possibility of his taking 
Peter Muhlenberg along with him, but the pro- 
ject was not consummated. but in the spring 
of 1763 the father arranged to have his three 
sons go to [tngland with Waillaim Allen, chief 
justice of the province, who had also been one 
of the trustees of the ineffective free school 
movement. Chicf Justice Allen was reputed to 
be the richest man in Pennsylvania at that Gime. 

On April 27, 1763, Veter, then in Ins 17th 
year; Irederick, aged 13, and Ilenry, aged 10, 
set sail with Chief Justice Allen, embarking at 
Philadelphia on the ship of Captain Budden. 

Ceremonious solemnity marked the fare- 
well in the Muhlenberg home. ‘The father 
offered prayer, and the Rev. Charles Magnus 
Wrangel, provost of the Swedish churches along 
the Delaware, addressed the departing youths 
and their family and then pronounced the bene- 
diction. 

For some reason not evident the father 
did not accompany the boys to the ship. But 
the mother did, and remained until the vessel 
pit out from-the wharf at 4 o'clock. 
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On board the ship the Muhlenberg boys 
found two friends of the family—Henry Kep- 
pele, Jr., a son of one of the officials of the Phila- 
delphia Lutheran church, and Justus l*rederick 
Meyer. 

For just seven weeks the travelers were on 
the ship, arriving in London on June 15. The 
Muhlenberg boys had letters from their father 
to the Rev. Irederick Michael Ziegenhagen, 
Lutheran court preacher in London, who had 
assisted the father on his journey to America 
twenty-one years before and had given aid from 
time to time to Lutheran congregations in 
Pennsylvania. ‘They also had a letter from Pro- 
vost Wrangel to a firm of merchants in London. 
The recipients of the letters arranged to have 
the boys continue their travels by way of Ilam- 
burg and Eimbeck to Halle, where the father 
had planned that his three sons were to be en- 
rolled as students in the famous Lutheran /n- 
stitutions. Here the father had been a teacher 
in his youth. 

These Institutions were the source of the 
missionary endeavors which had brought the 
elder Muhlenberg to America. Augustus Her- 
man Francke, a Lutheran clergyman prominent 
in the Pietistic revolt against sterile theological 
dogma, had founded the [Halle Institutions, be- 
ginning with an orphanage and gradually ex- 
panding until various schools and a missionary 
department were included and also a publishing 
house and a medical branch. Bibles and other 
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religious books used among the Germans in 
Pennsylvania came largely from FHlalle, as did 
the remedies with which they contended against 
sickness. In Ilalle there was also a famous 
university, which should not be confounded with 
the Francke Institutions. 


The Myth of His Wild Youth 


With his stay in Hlalle is associated the 
earliest Peter Muhlenberg myth—the story that 
he got into a fight with a teacher, ran away 
from the school and joined the German army. 
Based upon this myth there was built the legend 
of a wild, harum-scarum youth developing into 
a blustering maturity. 

Some strictures contained in letters written 
by an unduly exacting father helped to give 
credence to the unwarranted tales. The truth 
of he matter seems to be that Pastor Muhlen- 
berg became alarmed because his first-born son 
showed tendencies of being a real boy. In a 
letter to Dr. Ziegenhagen, October 27, 1763, 
discussing the sending of the boys to Germany, 
he wrote; 

“My son Peter has, alas! enjoyed but little 
of my care and control, on account of my ex- 
tensive official duties, but he has had no evil 
example from his parents, and many reproots 
and counsels. Illis chief fault and bad inclina- 
tion has beenthis fondness for hunting and 
fishing. But if our most revered fathers at 
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Halle observe any tendency to vice, I would 
humbly beg that they send him to a well dis- 
ciplined garrison town, under the name of Peter 
Weiser, before he causes much trouble or com- 
plaint. Vhere he may obey the drum if he will 
not follow the spirit of God. My prayers will 
follow him, and if his soul only is saved, be he 
in what condition he may, | shall be content. 
| well know what Satan wishes for me and 
mine.” 

.The chief fault thus set forth—his fondness 
for hunting and fishing—certainly is not suf- 
ficient to convict the boy of possessing vicious 
tendencies, and the suggestion about disciplin- 
ing him savors of brutality in the light of 
modern understanding. But that was an age 
when brutality was often deemed essential in 
the rearing of boys. 

Not until the Rev. Dr. William Germann 
made an exhaustive exanunation of records and 
correspondence covering Peter Muhlenberg’s 
stay in Germany at this time was the unre- 
liability of the long accepted tradition proven. 
What Dr. Germann found indicated clearly that 
as a lad Peter Muhlenberg had been a victim of 
a monstrous injustice and that his own kin and 
admirers had been libeling his memory for gen- 
erations by fostering the intimation that he was 
guilty of dishonorable acts. 

Peter Muhlenberg never became a student 
in the Halle schools nor in any other school in 
Germany. Frederick and Henry were enrolled 
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in the Halle Institutions. But the documents 
found at tlalle show that Peter was shipped off 
to Lubeck, near Ilamburg, and apprenticed to 
a storekeeper there. The original articles of 
apprenticeship were discovered, showing that 
Peter Muhlenberg, son of the great Lutheran 
leader in America, was bound out for six years 
in the care of a man who was nothing more 
than a small grocer and liquor dealer. 

The subsequent correspondence makes it 
clear that the Rev. Gotthili August) Francke, 
son of the founder of the Institutions and then 
at their head, knew nothing about the man with 
whom he was placing Peter; that the merchant 
in Lubeck had asked the orphanage officials im 
Halle to send him one of the orphans as an 
apprentice, and they delivered Peter Muhlen- 
berg into his hands. In the subsequent attempts 
to explain the matter Dr. Irancke said, and 
Peter admitted, that the boy wanted to learn 
a business. It was supposed he was to have an 
opportunity to become a druggist. But the 
only drugs he was permitted to handle con- 
sisted of alcoholic drinks. 

The articles of apprenticeship show that 
during those six years the master was to give 
the boy only his food and lodging. Dr. Irrancke 
was to provide his clothing. If the lad served 
honorably and faithfully for six years he was to 
receive at the end of the term a black suit of 
clothes, a hat, cane, shoes and stockings, or, 
instead of this, 1OO marks in money, 
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If Peter Muhlenberg was a wild, reckless 
daredevil, it is difficult to imagine his enduring 
such outrageously severe discipline. Ile signed 
the papers because he thought he was going to 
learn the drug business in a large establishment. 
The place turned out to be a little shop where 
he was the only employe. ‘There was a small 
drug department, but Veter was not admitted 
to it. All he did was to measure out groceries 
and liquor over the counter, Ile worked every 
day, including Sunday, and every meht until 
10 o'clock. 

For two full years he clung to this distaste- 
ful job before making complaints. “hen in the 
meekest manner possible he mentioned im a 
letter to his father that he suffered from cold 
in the winter and from lack of proper clothing, 
that he had to wear the same shirt four weeks 
continuously and that he, was learning nothing. 
The “business” in which he was supposed to be 
gaining proficiency, he said, was of a kind that 
anyone might learn in four weeks. Ile added 
that apprenticeship terms in occupations where 
there was something to learn were usually of 
four years’ duration, whereas his was six. 

Dr. Muhlenberg began a circumspect in- 
vestigation that lasted some months. Ile sought 
the aid of Dr. Ziegenhagen, in london, who 
wrote to Dr. Franeke, in Halle. Dr. Irancke 
at first was disposed to ignore the matter. 
Sut finally an official of the Hlalle Institutions 
made inquires in Lubeck and learned that the 
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boy had minimized rather than exaggerated 
the situation. 

Then at the behest of Dr. Muhlenberg 
efforts were set on foot to have the boy freed. 
The employer demanded the payment of 100 
thalers (about $75) for cutting off two years 
from the six-year term of apprenticeship. An 
agreement was made for the release of Peter 
at Easter, 1767, upon payment of the sum de- 
manded. This agreement was signed in August, 
1766. A few days later young Peter was 
missing. . 

It transpired that he had joined a regiment 
of troops in Lubeck—not a German regiment, 
as most accounts say, but an Ienglish regiment 
that was being recruited. Lubeck was a “free 
city,” and Great Britain at that time had the 
right to recruit troops there. Moreover, it was 
not a regiment of dragoons, as the old— stories 
aver, but the Sixtieth Regiment of Toot. 

On this phase of Peter Muhlenberg’s ad- 
ventures little is available except from sources 
inimical to him. But reading between the lines 
of the letters that have been preserved it can 
be seen that there was a captain in this regiment 
with whom Peter Muhlenberg became friendly. 
Perhaps the captain made the acquaintance of 
the lad in the store and found he was a bright 
young fellow. Naturally they would be drawn 
together because both spoke English. Then 
homesickness welled up in the lad’s heart. ‘This 
regiment was being recruited to go to America. 
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Why should he not join it and go home—cut 
loose from this abominable grocery and liquor 
shop, join the regiment and sail for America? 

When the employer came storming around 
the recruiting office, the captain told him the 
boy was now in the British army and would 
remain there unless he himself chose to go 
back to the shop. The boy did not hesitate 
about deciding, and the shopkeeper went home 
without his apprentice. 

Through the friendly captain Peter Muhlen- 
berg was at once made secretary of the regi- 
ment—a_ position much more compatible with 
the youth's talents than that of standing behind 
the counter in a small store. 

After a few months the regiment arrived 
in America, and here it was quickly arranged 
that Muhlenberg should be released from = mili- 
tary service upon payment of a small sum that 
had been expended for his clothing. 

Evidently lather Muhlenberg saw thing's 
in a clearer light later, for after Peter had come 
home the father wrote regarding the payment 
he had to make to the son’s former employer: 
“It is certainly a dear ransom for two years and 
a half. If | had put the boy in a grocery and 
liquor shop here he would have received his 
board and clothing for four years and wages 
beside.” 
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II 
IN Pill MINISTRY 


A Popular Preacher 


Notwithstanding the son preferred a busi- 
ness life, the father was determined he should 
follow in his own footsteps, as a dutiful elder 
son should, and thus, now that the boy was 
home again, steps were taken to have him edu- 
cated for the ministry in the best method then 
possible in Pennsylvania. “Phere were no theo-- 
logical seminaries in the province in those years. 
Youths who wished to become clergymen took 
a course of instruction with some established 
minister. ‘The elder Muhlenberg was still serv- 
ing the big Philadelphia Lutheran parish, which 
probably left him little time to instruct his son. 
Or perhaps it may have dawned upon him by 
this time that someone other than himself night 
be better able to understand Peter. At any 
rate Peter became a student under the provost 
of the Swedish Lutheran churches on the Dela- 
ware, the kev. Dr. Charles Magnus Wrangel. 
Dr. Wrangel's influence seems to have been 
beneficial, and if the boy at first was hostile to- 
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ward thoughts of becomimg a pastor, Dr. 
Wrangel brought him to an appreciation of the 
office for which he was to be trained. 

Already in the carly months of 1768, when 
Dr. Wrangell was absent, Veter Muhlenberg 
sometimes preached for him in) Gloria Dei 
Church, which still stands, near Christian and 
Swanson streets, along the Delaware River, im 
the lower part of Philadelphia. [lis efforts 
pleased the people, and. the vestry requested 
him to serve further as a substitute when occa- 
sion required. 

It became noticeable that when he was 
announced to preach at Gloria Dei Church 
there was a diminshed attendance aud collec- 
tion at St. Michaels German Lutheran Church, 
in Philadelphia, many of the Germans going to 
the Swedish church to hear the son of their 
pastor. Some of the people of St. Michael's 
Church suggested that Peter Muhlenberg be 
permitted to preach in their church. ‘Vo. this 
the father consented, and Peter took charge of 
the service in that church, on Iafth street, above 
Arch, on the evening of Good Irriday, 1768. The 
theme of his sermon was “The Burial of 
Christ.’ ‘The father was not present at. this 
service. Afterwards he wrote thus about it: 

“There was such a concourse and throng 
in St. Michael's as never before had taken place, 
as they told me, since the church was crected, 
| did not go there, but stayed at home in my 
small chamber, feeling like a condemned pub- 
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lican and a worm, with tears praying the Chief 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls to defend this 
act against Satan's cunning and to grant that 
the good cause might not suffer through me or 
mine. After service the elders came to my 
house and congratulated me with much  feel- 
ing on the sermon delivered by my son. | 
thanked them, but no one knoweth what is the 
state of my mind in anything of this sort, since 
I am slow to believe or trust in any good, either 
in myself or in my own, save what God's grace 
and mercy give. | could not take it ill in my 
brethren in Christ that they secretly, out of 
love to the cause, said to each other, ‘God be 
praised! If the old man should depart, Provi- 
dence has sent us a young substitute who in 
case of need may assist and comfort us.” ” 
Thereafter, Peter Muhlenberg was regularly 
employed as an assistant to his father, supply- 
ing pulpits throughout southeastern Pennsyl- 
vania, especially in struggling congregations 
which found it diffeult to maintain a pastor. 
Among the places where he preached were 
Barren Hill, in what is now Montgomery 
County; Pikeland, in Chester County, and 
Macungie, now Lehigh County. All this time 
his father never heard him preach, but he would 
criticise the manuscripts of his son's sermons. 
The Macungie congregation considered 
calling Peter Muhlenberg as pastor, and it was 
also proposed that he serve as a missionary 
among the Indians. Some Christianized Indians 


MOantat DUITHOM FHT 


tol ot eaiyerq eine) fw .toow shes me 
cif? biroteb of elaoe do qorkettl bas brsdq 
istht sasrg ©} bts yin 2 nate St 

to ob Uyggsowd tote jou jal git ‘ecu bow 4 
(mit oF sets etebl oft goirt9e At SR, 
-199) dour shite) ot. botslissrysros haw oon 
i «toe yon vd bervilob conte oft me 
ods ai Inthe diowoad ono on ind noth bode 
onitte Jtoe chit lo geidiyngs at beaten gat de ob 
rotitte .boog wre ri tent! to svatled ay wale fu 
s9K12 ~ how dudve ove ArH ‘Uftinetr 36 me cn 
gu aid ni oder toa ‘blyoo 1 ovig ores b 
iv duo ,vherpee od tes teil ni aoulion 
gd boi) tathté lose of bike eeniso on ot oN 
oth oeqeb bluods ‘asi blade a bovis 
ret cershys. obtpyi i tddine wtHOy Gh a Tog aash song 

"ar prekinos bubdelees - 1 “Wage key 32.89" 

vhiahiast 2iv viodnahlnl 144904 ottaorsal T°) 
vidque sowie et! of tagiaiees ne ee ted 


-lyennedl gwmice olstog Wie | “ot 
COT Hy QOPI _ yalygyp the, rt Mil 0 oh ag | 
Tika os BiB os Tatil parol: dot 

grove botosot sah starhyy -ooely oat enon “ 
FIV yiiols Hon 2h Tshwe  ? Mi MITTS 
brs atte) ejeot) ni sbasbd paved 
sis eth Uf. inno) yield won \signhos 
Whine ae oul bial thogorg cvirl bangs vovon sonal 
rote 2 ee elib Io AGIAN BITE ~getoith 
botebieies uoltsyonyios bas et cee 


be te bts 1olenq en arontlinlh a 
COeeM 6 eB OTD Sd a 


enaiiniel hysiasitein, 9102. Tie 
: >» es @ : 


(ie Sl ll 
tv™ : ie gs are ea 
is a 14 ee | 
ee - * ho 7 las 7 wr) _ ia oe Tyr 


IN THE MINISTRY 31 


living near the borders of Pennsylvania and 
New York had made an appeal for ministers and 
teachers, and the Rev. Richard Peters, Ang- 
lican minister in Philadelphia, suggested that 
Peter Muhlenberg and Christian Streit, both 
German Lutheran candidates for the ministry 
and both students under Dr. Wrangel, be asked 
to assume this work. 

But the development of events brought it 
about that Peter Muhlenberg’s first pastorate 
was that of several Lutheran congregations in 
the neighborhood of the Raritan River, in 
Northern New Jersey. 


Pastor in New Jersey 


It has sometimes been asserted that the 
Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg about this 
time ordained his son to the ministry. Of such 
action no record exists, and it 1s not likely that 
Peter Muhlenberg ever received Lutheran or- 
dination. It was not unusual in those times for 
young candidates for the ministry to serve many 
years of apprenticeship. The Mimisterium of 
Pennsylvania would license such candidates to 
preach, but ordination was delayed. 

At the session of the Muinisterium in Phila- 
delphia in 1769, when Peter Muhlenberg was 
present, representing the congregations of 
Northern New Jersey, a committee was = ap- 
pointed to examine him and another candidate. 
The outcome, so far as the archives of the 
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Mininsterium show, was nothing further than 
the issuing of a license to him to serve as assist- 
ant to his father in the New Jersey congrega- 
tions. 

For these new duties Peter Muhlenberg 
made his home in New Germantown, in the 
northeastern part of what is now Hunterdon 
County. With this region he was not  un- 
familiar, for, as has been told, he spent some 
time hereabouts when his father was minister- 
ing to the Lutherans of the region, in 1759. 

The first settlers here, about 1700, had been 
English, and the village was first called Smith- 
field, for Kkalph Smith, leader of the community. 
As the century advanced numerous German 
and Dutch settlers came, and in time they out- 
numbered the [english clement, so that in 1749 
Ralph Smith sold the chureh in the village to 
the German Lutherans. ‘The elder Muhlenberg 
had kept a watchful eye over the congregations 
along the Raritan. .\bout 1760 the Lutherans 
built a church at Bedminstertown, also called 
*Pluckamin, in the northern part of the present 
Somerset County, adjoining Hunterdon County 
on the east. 

Records of the two congregations begin in 
1767, when, through the instrumentality of the 
Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, a charter 
was obtained from the provincial authorities for 
the congregations under the title of “the rector, 
church wardens and vestrymen of the United 
‘Zion and St. Paul's Churches and congregations 
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in the counties of Hunterdon, Somerset and 
Morris.” ‘The tithe was according to the usage 
of the Church of Eneland, not that of the 
Lutherans. ‘Vhe Kev. Hlenry Melchior Muhten- 
berg was recognized as reetor, though still pas- 
tor in Philadeiphia. Tis son, as assistant pastor, 
assumed active charge, somewhat hke the 
Ienglish vicar. In the church records he is 
denominated the “pro tem reetor.” Ele entered 
upon his duties early m= 1769. 

The older congregation, im New Geriman- 
town, adopted the name Zion, and that in Bed- 
minstertown St. Pauls. Vhe charge also in- 
cluded St. James’ Church, Greenwielr “Pown- 
ship, now Warren County. In 1770 the vestry 
resolved that “the pro tem reetor or his regular 
assistant nmunister” should hold services every 
second Sunday aid feast day in Ziou Church, 
should have possession of the glebe, should 
preach every fourth Sunday in Roxbury, called 
the Valley, and receive from that congregation 
£20, and should also receive £20°> for preach- 
ing and eatechisime children in Bedminstertown., 

The fact that Peter Muhlenberg never was 
the actual rector or pastor of these New Jersey 
congregations probably explains why he was 
not ordained. .\ccording to Lutheran usave, a 
candidate who has successfully passed an ex- 
amination in theology is not ordamed until he 
has received and accepted a “eall” in due form 
to become pastor of a congregation. — l’eter 
Muhlenberg in New Jersey was always an 
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assistant to his father, the latter being nom- 
inally rector. 

While Peter Muhlenberg was in’ Phila- 
delphia, in June, 1769, attending the meeting of 
the Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
when he was exanuned and licensed to preach, 
he also took part in the dedication of a new 
church for his father’s congregation in Phila- 
delphia. This church, named Zion, did not 
supplant old St. Michael’s ‘Church, but was 
needed in addition to the old church to accom- 
modate the large congregation, the largest in 
the city. Thereafter services were held every 
Sunday in both churches, though there con- 
tinued to be but one congregational organiza- 
tion. The chief pastor had the aid of one and 
sometimes two assistant ministers. 

On the morning of Sunday, June 25, 1769, 
the ministers attending the Ministerium meet- 
ing met in St. Michael's Church, l*ifth street, 
above Arch, which had been dedicated in 1748. 
They led a procession comprising congrega- 
tional officials carrying the communion and 
baptismal vessels, officials of the German Re- 
formed congregation and lay delagates attend- 
ing the Ministerium meeting. ‘Thus, with the 
church bells ringing, they marched about two 
blocks to the new church, at Fourth and Cherry 
streets. 

The clergy walked in eight pairs, the 
youngest first and the elder Dr. Muhlenberg 
last, accompanied by the Rev. Casper Diedrich 
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Weyberg, the Reformed pastor. Peter Muhlen- 
berg and George Young, both of whom were 
licensecdl as assistant ministers at this session, 
made up the second pair. 

Arriving at the new church, the choir, with 
two [french horns, took the lead, and the pro- 
cession passed into the church, singing the old 
German choral, “O heiliger Geist, kehr bey uns 
ein.’ “It was stirring to the senses and im- 
pressive to the spirit,” wrote the elder Muhlen- 
berg. 

After the procession had entered through 
the main doorway, four other doors were 
opened to the people, and soon the building 
was crowded. ‘he elder Muhlenberg then 
conducted the consecration. In the ceremony 
each of the attending iministers, in the order 
of seniority, recited a passage from — the 
Scriptures. Peter Muhlenberg, who came 
twelfth, being a native son of America, paid 
tribute “to the benefactors of the building of 
Zion in this country.” His Scriptural citation 


was Psalin 122: 6, 7: 933175 
“Pray for the peace of fe safer thy 


shall prosper that love thee. 

“Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces.” 
~The elder Muhlenberg then preached the 
sermon, based upon Isaiah 43: 1-6. Tle was sick 
and weak, being much concerned about the 
details of the service and having sat up until 3 
A. M. the previous night, after which he had 
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only three hours’ sleep. The vapors from ‘the 
fresh paint and plaster accentuated his fatigue 
and illness. l’urthermore, as he entered the 
church he was told that one of his grandchildren 
had just died. Thus he was compelled to-cur- 
tail the sermon he had written. Upon going 
home he took to his bed, and could not take 
part in the afternoon service. 

On Monday morning there was a further 

service in the new church in which the clergy 
of the English-speaking churches of the city, 
the faculty of the college and city officials par- 
ticipated, the Kev. Richard Peters, of the 
Anglican church, preaching the sermon. 
, The church building in the dedication of 
which Veter Muhlenbere thus had a part was 
108 feet long and seventy feet wide, and it had 
the largest auditorium in Philadelphia. [ts 
interior was richly ornamented, and eight pillars 
supported the roof. later an organ made by 
David Vannenberger, of Lititz, Pa., was placed in 
position and was declared to be the largest and 
finest organ in America. At the time of the 
British occupancy of Philadelphia in the Revo- 
lution the church became a military hospital. 
Fire destroyed the interior of the chureh in 
1794, but it was rebuilt with the original walls. 
In Zion Church the official commemorative 
service following the death of Washington was 
held, under the auspices of Congress, on 
December 26, 1799. GA ys 
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His Marriage 


Peter Muhlenberg had may warm friends 
among the people of the great Lutheran con- 
gregation in Philadelphia.” [t was thus natural 
that here he should find the girl of his heart. 
Karly in Noveinber, 1770, he came down from 
the Raritan region to Philadelphia, and on the 
6th they were married. 

The bride was Anna’ Barbara Meyer, 
daughter of Mathias Meyer, a well-to-do potter. 
She was born in Philadelphia February 28, 1751, 
and was baptized March 10 following by the 
pastor of St. Michael's Church. 

Though the Key. Tlenry Melehior Muhlen- 
berg was still pastor of the Philadelphia con- 
gregation, he did not pronounce the words that 
made his son Peter and Anna Barbara Meyer 
man and wife. The fact that the record of the 
Marriage is not to be found either in the books 
of the Philadelphia or the ‘Trappe congregation 
has hitherto proved somewhat disconcerting to 
investigators in the minutia of genealogy. But 
in the books of St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
Germantown, Philadelphia, may be seen. the 
entry of the marriage, it having been performed 
in Philadelphia by the pastor of that church, the 
Rev. John Irederick Schmidt. 

Pastor Schmidt had been educated at the 
Halle Institutions and had made ‘the acquaint- 
ance of the Muhlenberg boys there. It may be 
that they interested him in America. He 
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arrived in Pennsylvania in 1769, and, after 
assisting the elder Muhlenberg for some 
months, he became pastor of the congregation 
in Germantown, then a village six miles north 
of the city of Philadelphia and now part of the 
city. No doubt Pastor Schmidt was a oman 
after Peter Muhlenberg’s own heart. Ile, too, 
preached patriotism in the days of the American 
Revolution, with the result that when the 
British occupied Germantown and Philadelphia 
he had to seek refuge in the interior of Penn- 
sylvania. In 1785 he became one of the pastors 
of the Philadelphia congregation, and he held 
that post until his death, in 1812. 

In the record of her baptism, marrage and 
death the name of Peter Muhlenbere’s wife 1s 
written “Anna,” but usually throughout her life 
she was called “Tlannah,” and she ts thus named 
in the wills of her father and mother. ‘The 
father, Mathias Meyer, died in the spring of 
1775, but the mother, who had been [ésther 
Knoepler, survived until 1801. Besides the 
daughter Anna there also was a daughter Mary, 
who married Andrew [tpple. Perhaps Justus 
Frederick Meyer, who went to England in 1763 
in the same ship with Peter Muhlenberg, was 
connected with this family. 


A Call from Virginia 


A few months after his marriage Peter 
Muhlenberg, in May, 1771, received a_ letter 
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from James Wood, justice of the peace in Wood- 
stock, Virginia, which was fraught with grave 
consequences for the young minister. Squire 
Wood was in New York when he wrote the 
letter, on May 6. Ile was looking for a minister 
to serve in Woodstock, one who could preach 
both in German and English. In New York he 
heard about Peter Muhlenberg’s popularity in 
the Raritan region, where he conducted services 
at times in the Ienelish tongue. The letter of 
Squire Wood read as follows: 


“Rev. Sir: | have been requested by the 
vestry of a vacant charge in Virgina to use 
my endeavors to find a person of an unexcep- 
tionable character, either ordained or desirous 
of obtaimmg ordination in the clergy of the 
Church of England, who is capable of preaching 
both in the Ienglsh and the German languages. 
The Living, as established by the Laws of the 
Land, with VPerquisites is of the value of “Two 
hundred and Vifty Pounds Pennsylvania cur- 
rency, with a Parsonage Ilouse and a Farm ot 
at least Iwo hundred Acres of [extremely Good 
Land with every other convenient Out louse 
belonging to the same, which will render it 
very convenient for a Gentleman's Seat. And 
having just now received a Character and In- 
formation of you from Mr. John Vanorden ot 
Brunswick, | am very inclinable to believe You 
would fully answer the expectations of the 
people of that Parish; the Gentleman of whom 
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| have had information does not. know, whether 
You are ordained by the Bishop of london or 
not. [lowever, be that as it will, if You can 
come well recommended to the Vestry, they 
will recommend You in such a manner as to 
make Your ordination certain. If You should 
think those Proposals worth Your acceptance, 
I shall be glad You would write me an Answer, 
to be left in Philadelphia at the Sign of the 
Cross Keys, where | shall stay a few days on 
my return home, when, if | find You inclined 
to aecept of this Living, You may expect to 
hear from me, directed to the care of the 
Gentleman, of whom | have been favored with 
the information, which | have received. 
“Tam, tho’ unacquainted, Rev. Sir, Y. Ob. Servy., 
s JAMES WOOD 
“New York, 4th May, 1771." 
“Po S. tf You should determine to go to 
London, | make no Doubt of the Vestry ad- 
vancing sufficient Sum to defray the expenses.” 


for some time the Lutheran Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania had been receiving inquiries 
for ministers to serve the German Lutherans in 
western Virgimia. In search of fertile farmlands 
the German settlers of Pennsylvania overilowed 
into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. “Popo- 
graphically this region, west of the Alleghenies, 
differs greatly from the plantation lands of the 
Virginia seaboard. lollowing its settlement the 
character of the population likewise differed 
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radically from that to the east. Here there were 
no great manor houses with aristocratic families 
and splendid entertainment. Instead the people 
were much like those of Pennsylvama, tilling 
farms or living in villages. Besides the Ger- 
mans, Seoteh Irish also came into the Valley 
in large numbers, and brought with them the 
Presbyterian church. Among the Germans were 
adherents of the Lutheran, Reformed © and 
Brethren faiths, with a few Mennonites. In 
many communities German was the dominant 
language, just as im Pennsylvania. German 
was spoken to some extent up to the middle of 
the nineteenth century, and today many families 
in the Shenandoah Valley have German names. 

Situated 150 mules northwest of Richmond 
and thirty miles south of Winchester, which 
latter town was at the northern or lower end of 
the Shenandoah Valley, Woodstock was first 
known as Mucllerstadt, named for Jacob Muel- 
ler, who’ owned 2000) acres thereabouts in 
the middle of the eighteenth century, Unlike 
other towns which grew sporadically as houses 
were built, Muellerstadt was deliberately plan- 
ned by Mueller in 1761 and laid out in streets 
and building lots. .\t about the same time the 
Virginia Assembly gave the town the name ot 
Woodstock. It was then in Frederick County. 
In 1772 this part of I'rederick County was con- 
stituted into Dunmore County, with Woodstock 
as the countyseat. The new county was named 
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for Lord Dunmore, then the royal governor of 
Virginia. 

The German Lutheran settlers of the 
Shenandoah Valley were nominally affiliated 
with the parishes of the established Church of 
England, which was the only religious denomin- 
ation having full legal recognition in Virginia. 

The parish of which Woodstock was the 
center was named Beckford Parish. Occasion- 
ally Lutheran. ministers from eastern Virginia 
or from Pennsylvania visited the Valley and 
held services. 3 

Elsewhere in Virginia there had been many 
a controversy over the question of religious 
tolerance. ‘Lhe great numbers of Scotch Irish 
Presbyterians who poured into the colony in- 
dignantly resisted attempts to impose the 
established church upon them. After the middle 
of the eighteenth century many Baptists also 
came to Virgina. Some = preachers of this 
denomination were thrown into prison for con- 
ducting services. The British act of toleration 
was the guide in Virginia in matters of worship 
by “dissenters,” but it was variously interpreted 
at different times. 

As Squire Wood indicated in his letter, a 
clergyman was wanted at Woodstock who 
could minister to the Germans as well as the 
English settlers and who should have the ordin- 
ation of the Church of England, thus averting 
any doubt as to the validity of his pastoral 
acts, especially marriages. Strictly construed, 
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the law then in force in Virginia sanctioned no 
marriage by a “dissenting” minister. burther- 
more, as a minister of the established church 
his salary would be assured through taxation. 

While the Lutheran church of Germany 
never required ordination by a bishop inthe 
line of the apostolic succession, as was the rule 
in the Church of England, lutheran leaders 
were not disposed to quibble over the matter, 
even though they considered it unfair that the 
Anglican church declared Lutheran) ordination 
invalid. The Swedish Lutheran church © still 
maintained the apostolic succession in the 
bishopric, and its clergy were recognized by the 
Church of England. Generally speaking, the 
Lutherans regarded theological differences  be- 
tween them and the Anglicans as of shght sig- 
nificance. ‘The chief distinction between the 
two faiths, they felt, was that of language, and 
there were many Lutherans who saw no reason 
for trying to establish [english Lutheran con- 
eregations but were satislied to have their 
young people who no longer understood Ger- 
man become members of the Anglean church. 

Thus Peter Muhlenberg found no obstacle 
in the requirement that he should be ordained 
by a bishop of the Church of Iengland.  Ifis 
father, however, is said to have © protested 
against such a step. 

Soon after receiving Squire Wood's letter 
Peter Muhlenberg visited the Shenandoah Val- 
ley. He took with him a cordial letter of 
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recommendation from the Rev. Kichard Peters, 
of the Anglican Chureh in Philadelphia. The 
letter described Peter Muhlenberg as “a young 
and promising divine who is of anmnable  dis- 
position and has great esteem both among the 
Lutherans and the English.” 

The outcome of the visit was the decision 
by Muhlenberg to accept the call and go) to 
England for ordination, that being necessary 
as there were no Anglican bishops in .\merica. 


“Ordained in the Church of England 


Muhlenberg sailed) from Philadelphia) on 
March 2, 1772. Vhe journal which he kept 
records the happenings of his) brief stay in 
England. 

Arriving in London he called on the Lord 
Bishop of London. The latter’s chaplain, the 
Rev. Dr. Hind, examined Muhlenberg. Two 
other American candidates for ordination were 
then in London—William Braidfoot, of Virginia, 
and Wilham White, of Philadelphia. The latter 
had already received his deacon’s orders. ‘Che 
Bishop of Ely conferred deacon’s orders upon 
Muhlenberg and Braidfoot, which was followed 
by the private ordination of all three to the 
priesthood on April 23, 1772, by the Bishop of 
London in the Wing's Chapel at St. James’. In 
Muhlenberg’s words, on this occasion the bishop 
“made a very serious and eloquent sermon.” 
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Aclittle later all three of the newly ordained 
clergymen went to a theater to see a perform- 
ance by Garrick. And two of them were trom 
Pennsylvania, im. whose principal city the 
theater was then outlawed. 

All three of the men who thus received 
the holy orders of the Anghean church were 
among the comparatively small number of 
clergymen so ordained who supported the cause 
of the colomes in the Revolution. ‘The Rev. 
Wilham White, reetor of Christ Church, Vhila- 
delphia, was chosen chaplain of the Continental 
Congress, and after the war he Jed the efforts 
to reorganize the piscopal church in -\imerica. 
He was one of the first three bishops chosen at 
a convention held in Wilmington, Del, in 1786, 
and, one of those named dechning, Dr. White 
and’ the Rey. Samuel Provoost, of New. York, 
were consecrated in Landon in 1787. bishop 
White remained the head of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvama until his death, in 1836. ‘The 
Rev, William braidfoot, a native of Scotland, 
was rector of Vortsmouth Parish, Norfolk 
County, Va., when the Revolution opened. Ile 
joined the American army as a chaplaim, re- 
maining on duty throughout the war. lesum- 
ing charge of Portsmouth Parish, he lived only 
a few years longer. 

While in London Muhlenberg made the 
acquaintance of members of the Penn family, 
and he-also called on Dr. Ziegenhagen, the 
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German court preacher and friend of the elder 
Muhlenberg. Dr. Ziegenhagen did not at all 
approve of the [English ordination. On May 3 
Peter Muhlenberg preached to a large congre- 
gation in the German Chapel, in the Savoy. 

Soon afterward he sailed for home, and the 
following autumn he assumed the duties of his 
charge in Woodstock. 

The question naturally arises: Of what 
religious denomination was Peter Muhlenberg 
in Virginia—Lutheran or Episcopal? 

In the conduct of parish affairs undoubtedly 
the method of the established church in Virginia 
was followed. [le was rector of Beckford Par- 
ish, and as such provision was made for his 
support by. tithes which the people had to pay. 
When he conducted services in the English 
language in all probability he adhered to the 
ritual of the English Prayer Book. 

But when he held German services he un- 
questionably followed Lutheran practice. “This 
is proved by his manuscript “Agenda,” or 
church liturgy, which has been preserved, and 
which is a copy of the liturgy that his father 
had prepared for the German Lutheran churches 
in 1748. 

According to this order of service which 
Peter Muhlenberg used in his Virginia parish, 
there was first the confession of sins and the 
collect, followed by the reading of — the 
epistle’ for the day. A hymn was _- sung, 
and then the gospel for the day was read. The 
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congregation next joined in a repetition of the 
creed in versified form, after which another 
hymn was sung, this being succeeded by the 
sermon. The elder Muhlenberg was not = ad- 
dicted to excessively long sermons, as were 
many of the Scotch-Irish Presbyterian preach- 
ers. He noted in his “Agenda” that “ordinarily 
the sermon should be limited to three-quarters 
of an hour.” After the sermon came the gen- 
eral prayers or litany with special petitions for 
the sick, the Lord's Prayer and the announce- 
ments of matters relating to church affairs. The 
service closed with the Votum: “The peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus, unto- 
eternal life. .\men.” 

It is interesting to note that Peter Muhlen- 
berg’s copy of the “Agenda” contains an addi- 
tion not in other manuscript copies that exist, 
for there are no contemporary printed copies. 
The addition, presumably made ‘by Vleter 
Muhlenberg, reads thus: 

“After the sermon and the closing hymn 
the pastor goes to the altar and says: ‘The Lord 
be with you.’ 

“Cong. Resp. “And with thy spirit.” 

“Pastor, ‘Let us pray. 

“Hold us up, O Lord our God, that we may 
live; and let our hope never make us ashamed. 
Help us by Thy might, that we may wax strong; 
and. so shall we ever delight ourselves in Thy 
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Statutes, through Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, 
our Lord. Amen.” 

* Peter Muhlenberg’s copy of the “Agenda” 
also made provision for concluding the after- 
noon service with this benediction: ‘Phe Lord 
bless thee and keep thee; the Lord make [lis 
face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
Thee; the: Lord lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost, 
Amen.” | " | 

The Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
evidently did not assume that Muhlenberg had 
abjured Lutheranism by accepting lpiscopal 
ordination. and subscribing to the ‘Thirty-nine 
Articles of Keligion. While he did not attend 
Ministerium meetings during the few years he 
remained in Woodstock, yet the  Muimsterium 
looked upon him as a Lutheran pastor in good 
standing, for when, in 1772, a Lutheran minister 
in Culpeper, | Va, complained to the Minis- 
terium that the support from his congregation 
was inadequate and that lie needed an assistant 
for some distant congregations, the Ministerium 
resolved that a letter be addressed to Veter 
Muhlenberg, who lived sixty miles) from the 
scene of the complaint, asking: that he mvesti- 
gate the matter. , 

After the Revolution Peter Muhlenbere 
was identified with Lutheran congregations’ in 
Pennsylvania.* In 1787, when the Miunisterium 
decided to apply forza ‘charter, “Peter Muhlen- 
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berg, Esq.,” was named as one of a committee 
of seven to procure the charter. 

About the time Veter Muhlenberg assumed 
the Virginia pastorate a new church was built 
in Woodstock, replacing a log structure previ- 
ously used. ‘That preparations for this im- 
provement were begun soon after assurances 
had been received of his acceptance of the call, 
is indicated by an advertisement appearing: in 
the Philadelphia Staatsbote, a German news- 
paper, in January, 1772, bearing the signatures 
of Abraham Keller and Lorenz Schnell, vestry- 
men. ‘The advertisement imyited proposals for 
building two churches in rederick County, 
Virginia, in the parish of Beckford, fourteen 
miles from Winchester, one building to measure 
thirty-two by thirty-four feet and the other 
thirty-four by thirty-six feet. 

Abraham Brubacher gave the site for the 
Woodstock church, bordering on the public 
square in the center of the town and situated 
opposite the court house. 

While at Woodstock Muhlenberg also held 
occasional services in Winchester, Strasburg 
and Rude’s [lill. 
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SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 


A Leader in the Patriot Cause 


In 1772, the year when Muhlenberg began 
his Woodstock pastorate, John Murray, Earl 
of Dunmore, became royal governor of Virginia, 
and his name was given to the new county 
created that year with Woodstock as the 
countyseat. ()pposition toward Great britain 
had gradually been gaming strength in Virginia, 
since the time of the Stamp -\ct of 1765, when 
Patrick Henry had vehemently denounced that 
law in the House of Burgesses. Henry's elo- 
quence served to keep alive the antagonisin 
toward Great Britain, for, though the Stamp 
Act was repealed after a year, larliament 
insisted upon its right to tax the American 
colonists by imposing new duties ou glass, paper 
and tea. Previous royal governors had sought 
to be conciliatory and were not personally dis- 
tasteful to the Virginians. but Durnimore’s 
policy was to rule by authority and force. 

Following the destruction of the tea in bos- 
ton harbor, in December, 1773, as a_ protest 
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against the tea tax, Parliament ordered the port 
of Boston closed on and after June 4, 1774. When 
this news reached Virginia the Assembly. in 
sesston in Williamsburg, the capital, designated 
June las a day of fasting, humiliation and 
prayer for divine interposition to avert “the 
heavy calamity which threatens the civil rights 
of America.” 

Thereupon, on May 28, Lord Dunmore dis- 
solved the Assembly on the ground that its 
action in designating the day of prayer retlected 
upon the King and Parliament. 

Just about that time the governor's wife 
and children arrived in Williamsburg from New 
York, and prior to dissolution the Assembly 
arranged to welcome them at a ball in the cap- 
itol on the night of May 26. ‘The ball took 
place notwithstanding cordial relations between 
Dunmore and the Assembly were at the break- 
ing point. 

The followme day the members of the 
Assembly, termed burgesses, met in the Raleigh 
Tavern, Williamsburg, adopted a resolution 
against the use of tea, directed a committee on 
correspondence to propose that a general con- 
gress of the American colonies be held and re- 
commended the election of delegates in the 
counties of Virginia to a convention on August 
1 to determine upon the future course of the 
colony. 

The committee on correspondence — had 
already been functioning for almost a_ year, 
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maintaining contact with the other colonies. 
Massachusetts had spoken in favor of a congress 
of the colonies even before Virginia, though 
that action was not known in Virginia when the 
burgesses met on May 27. The outcome of the 
suggestions was the assembling of the Conti- 
nental Congress in Philadelphia. 

The day of fasting, humiliation and prayer 
was generally observed in Virginia on June 1, 
and the people went to church attired m imourn- 
ing. No doubt that day Peter Muhlenberg con- 
ducted the service in the Woodstock church, 

What occurred on June loin’ Woodstock 
may be a matter of conjecture. But not what 
occurred on June 16.) On that day, in accord- 
ance with the recommendation of the members 
of Assembly in session in the Raleigh “Vavern, 
the people of Dunmore county met im Wood- 
stock to define their attitude as to the great 
issues raised between the American colonies 
and the mother country. 

By this time Peter Muhlenberg was recog- 
nized not only as the spiritual but also as the 
civic leader of the people of the Woodstock 
‘region. Ile held the office of magistrate. At 
the meeting on June 16 he was chosen moder- 
ator—that is, presiding officer—and was made 
chairman of the conmnittee on resolutions, 

The committee quickly submitted resolu- 
tions, modeled after those adopted at a similar 
meeting in Frederick County. In part they 
set forth: 
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“That we will pay due submission to such 
acts of government as his Majesty has a right 
by law to exercise over Ins subjects, and to such 
only. 

“That it is the inherent right of british 
subjects to be governed and taxed by represen- 
tatives chosen by themselves only, and that 
every act of the British Parliament respecting 
the internal policy of America is a dangerous 
and unconstitutional invasion of our rights and 
privileges. 

“That the enforcing the exeeution of the 
said act of Parhament by a military power will 
have a necessary tendency to cause a civil war, 
thereby dissolving that union which has so long 
happily stbsisted between the mother country 
and her colonies; and that we will most heartily 
and unanimously concur with our sulfering 
brethren of Boston and every other part. ol 
North America that may be the immediate 
victim of tyranny, im promoting all proper 
measures to avert such dreadful calamities, to 
procure a redress of our grievances and to secure 
our common liberties.” 

The resolutions further contained promises 
not to import goods from [england nor to export 
goods to that country, pledging support “to 
each other and to our country” and authorizing 
appointment of a committee of safety and cor- 
respondence, as was being done generally in 
other counties. The members of this committee 
named for Dunmore County were the Rey. 
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Peter Muhlenberg, chairman; Francis Slauegh- 
ter, Abraham Bird, Vaverner Beale, John Vip- 
ton and Abraham Bowman. 

Some time afterward, in accordance with 
the action of the Virginia burgesses, in their 
Raleigh ‘Tavern meeting, two delegates were 
elected to represent Dunmore County in the 
convention, called to meet in Williamsburg on 
August 1. ‘he delegates chosen, as their names 
stand on the roll of the convention, were 
“Jonathan Clarke, Esq., and Peter Muhlenberg, 
Clerk.” The term “clerk” here was used in the 
old sense, meaning a cleric or priest. 

The convention was duly opened in \Wil- 
liamsburg on Monday, August 1, 177-4, and re- 
mained in session throughout the week, until 
Saturday, the 6th. Muhlenberg and Clarke were 
present, and they supported Patrick -Tlenry in 
his demands for vigorous action, which demands 
were not always approved by the convention. 
Colonel George Washington also was a member 
of this convention, representing Fairfax County, 
and he made a speech offering to raise and 
subsist OOO men and march with them to the 
aid of Boston. 

A declaration which the convention adopted 
opened with the words, “We his” Majesty's 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the delegates of the 
freeholders of Virginia.” It was agreed not to 
import goods from Great Britain after November 
1 nor to import slaves from any place. exports 
to Great Britain also were to cease, and no tea 


Moetat OULPHOTT BUT te 


-heysle womet4. ) agttigils soda Mi 
“gil edo{ jsleofl tourive? bail BIL is a 
ancrmotl siden iT: 
Wii sonnbroots: at Kaidabeowry. 
Todd ttt ,eonvoegand sitiaat 7 art fo: OHDE | 
gw estngslel owl jwaibsoet rye ge 
a ai yMine d som MiesTyaT o3 bor 
ao guides nt sor vey belle, nobus 
common tedtt 25 rovers eotisuolol. By1 8 oan 
ms totisytod ot To Mor earn me: vb 
pent at iar tojo'] bits thet aAtelo srpd) gm 
ol! os been egy aye ye Jota" aaah = 
| ag, Te di19lo s b piano ana : 
iW nicboraqo lab egy morn 7t 3 oT iy 
orbs J Sh oT tegen. cabrio Th tio 
listen oon geht troteuno ly noieese ft iin 
919 odiel ) bty Re rodsrotitndé Ao od ob aes a 
a nel, sore Psi (fhe yout be 1q. 
eburitel ddeby HOLE ¢ Bortagir aah bi 
Hones ot (al bovoryg ss erat Jon 
wiiiisia 4 an ols nongntde sVF a 
Mano 2zehind ond eT MOMMY TOD etd th 
lis yeine of yetteio Apseue 2s oben onl 
oii .ot iio diiw dows has ute 0001. jetedme 
MO io b 
beigohs oudaritos ot dotdey noitersls 4 
ewes, cil ahE> ebaee ont. tibvr. oa a 
ot ia eolmgolah. ont etoaidne Liyed posan 
OL don beanie ais of “siden ee to 19h 
wilingsia4 Foils corte Wot) 


PINOGAS ot on ats ror 29 
69) wit bite. (990 il sAeH 02 


” vied 
- es 


tet. de 7. 
- Oe ee 
f | pet ae ae ’ oa f Af 
a To a! a i pany a - 


SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 55 


was to be used so long as it was taxed. ‘The 
members obligated themselves to take measures 
to improve the breed of sheep in Virginia in 
order to increase the production of wool. Mer- 
chants were warned not to take advantage of 
commercial conditions to inerease prices of 
commodities. Instructions for the delegates to 
the Continental Congress, in Philadelphia, also 
were adopted. 

From Williamsburg Peter Muhlenberg 
probably went to Philadelphia. The diary of 
his father records that the son was in Phila- 
delphia toward the end of August, when his 
parents left on a voyage to South Carolina and 
Georgia, and that at this time Peter Muhlen- 
berg reported to his father relative to conditions 
among the Lutherans of Culpeper County, Va., 
in accordance with a request of the Ministerium 
two years before. It may be that Peter Muhlen- 
berg remained in Philadelphia long enough to 
witness the opening of the Continental Congress 
on September 5, in Carpenters’ Hall, Philadel- 
phia, when Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, was 
chosen president. 

Muhlenberg was subjected to criticism, 
especially from the clergy of the established 
church, because of his political activity. “Yoward 
the end of the year 177+ he seems to have felt 
it advisable to withdraw from civic responsi- 
bilities, for on January 17, 1775, he wrote thus 
to one of his brothers: 
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“The times are getting troublesome with 
us, and begin to wear a hostile appearance, — [n- 
dependent companies are forming i every 
county, and politics engross all conversation. | 
had thrown up my commission as chairman of 
the committee of correspondence, and of magis- 
trate likewise; but last week we had a general 
election in the county for a great committee, 
according to the resolves of Congress, and | 
am again chosen chairman, so that, whether | 
choose or not, | am to be a politician,” 

The conven.on, now virtually the govern- 
ing body of Virginia, met again on March 20, 
1775, in Richmond, Peyton Randolph presiding, 
and again the delegates from Dunmore County 
were Jonathan Clarke and Peter Muhlenberg. 
The sessions were held in St. Johu’s Church. 
It was at these meetings that Patrick Ilenry de- 
livered his impassioned appeal closing with the 
memorable words, “As for ime, give me lberty 
or give me death.” 

The resolutions adopted in response. to 
Henry's oratory set forth the desires of | the 
convention for peace, but agreed nevertheless 
“that the colony immediately be put into a posi- 
tion of defense,” that the militia should he 
organized and drilled in every county and that 
steps be taken to encourage the manufacture 
of salt, gunpower, iron and. steel, all of which 
had hitherto been imported. 

The following month Lord Dunmore had 
the powder removed from the public magazine 
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in Williamsburg, and immediately there was 
alarm and denunciation among the patriots. 
Patrick Ifenry mustered a foree of volunteers 
who were marching upon the capital when Dun- 
more agreed to pay a sum of money in com- 
pensation for the powder. 

Meanwhile a series of troubles due to In- 
dian hostilities on the Virginia frontier had fur- 
ther incensed the people against Dunmore, for 
there were grave suspicions that he had foment- 
ed the attacks by the Indians on the settlers for: 
the purpose of diverting the attention of the 
populace from their grievances against Great 
Britain and umting them against the Indians. 
Conyvineing evidence soon appeared that the 
poliey of Great Britain m dealing with her 
troublesome colonies included the use of sav- 
ages in warfare upon the frontiers. 

Early in 1775 the British) Parhament took 
some steps toward conciliation, and following 
instructions along this line Lord Dunmore sum- 
moned the Virginia Assembly to convene in 
Wilhamsburg on June 1, 1775. Vo a large 
extent the membership of the Assembly was the 
same as that of the preceding conventions. The 
minutes of the session beginning June 1, how- 
ever, contain no mention of Muhlenberg’s namie. 
Peyton Randolph was the speaker, ‘The pro- 
ceedings of the Continental Congress and the 
Virginia convention were reported to the 
‘Assembly, and in response to the conciliatory 
offers of Parliament a statement prepared by 
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Thomas Jefferson was adopted rejecting these 
offers on the ground that they did not go far 
enough. 

sensing the attitude of the Assembly, Dun- 
more and his family left: Williamsburg and took 
refuge on a British ship at Yorktown. ‘Then 
the final session of the Virginia Assembly under 
royal rule was terminated with a call for a ineet- 
ing of the convention in July. 

Muhlenberg and Clarke continued to repre- 
sent their county in the convention. There 
was a further session in Richmond on December 
1, 1775, which adjourned to meet in \Williams- 
burg on the 4th. 

On December 8 the convention took under 
consideration a proclaination by Lord Dunmore 
declaring martial law in Virginia, calling upon 
all men capable of bearing arms to resort to his 
Majesty's standard in Norfork or be considered 
traitors and declaring free all negro slaves and 
indentured servants of rebels. ‘The  proclama- 
tion was referred to a committee of ten mem- 
bers, of whom Peter Muhlenberg was one, the 
comniittee being instructed to prepare a reply, 
and also to select for publication certain letters 
before the convention pertaining to the crisis 
now at hand. 


The Pastor Becomes a Colonel 


Altogether the matters referred to this 
committee were the most important questions 
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before the convention. The committee pre- 
sented its report on December 13, and it was 
unanimously adopted. The reply which the 
committee had prepared declared) Dunimore’s 
proclamation violated the constitution and laws, 
assuming powers which even the King could 
not exercise. ‘Vherefore, the reply continued, 
the people were “compelled by a disagreeable 
but absolute necessity of repelling force to main- 
tain our just rights and privileges, and we appeal 
to God, who is the sovereign disposer of all 
events, for the justice of our cause, trusting to 
his unerring wisdom to direct our councils and 
give suecess to our arms.” 

Two battalions of troops had already been 
organized. ‘The convention now decided to en- 
list six more battalions, and it was specified that 
one was to be composed of Germans with Ger- 
man officers. 

Peter Muhlenberg also served on several 
other committees of the convention dealing 
with problems arising out of the Indian incur- 
sions. 

The sessions of the convention continued 
into January, 1776. On January 12 the appoint- 
ment of officers for the new battalions was an- 
nounced. The word “battalion” as then used 
signified a regiment in command of a colonel, 
not a unit in a regiment, as it meant later. ‘The 
Eighth Battalion was the German comnand tor 
which provision had been made, The colonel 
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chosen for it was the Woodstock parson, Peter 
Muhlenberg. 

All the other colonels, except Patrick 
Henry, commander of the First Battalion, had 
been engaged in military service in the British 
army or with colomal commands in the lrench 
and Indian War. ‘Vhey were also older than 
Muhlenberg, who was then 29. No doubt it was 
known that in his youthful days he also had 
been for a short time in the British army, though 
his experience as a secretary at that time hardly 
counted for much in fitting him to comunand a 
battalion. It was rather his inherent capacity for 
leadership, especially among the Germans, that 
entitled him to the place. 

General George Washington and Patrick 
Henry, it has been said, both urged Muhlen- 
berg’s appomtment. Phere are traditions that 
Washington had made the acquaimtance of 
Muhlenberg while visiting the Shenandoah Val- 
ley and that they had hunted deer together, 
However, Washington was not in Virginia at 
this time, being then occupied with his duties 
as commander of the American army in the 
vicinity of Boston, 

sesides Muhlenberg, the ofheers of the 
Eighth Battalion were Abraham Bowman, 
lieutenant colonel, and Peter Helfenstein, major. 
As the names indicate, both were from German 
families. Abraham Bowman had served with 
Muhlenberg on the committee of safety and 
correspondence for Dunmore County. 
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Peter Muhlenberg had now decided that 
there was vreater need for his service in the 
American army than in the pulpit. 

Fle went home to Woodstock, and soon the 
news spread that the parson would preach his 
farewell sermon. 

Though the tradition of that sermon is 
definite and unquestioned, yet there is no reeord 
of the date when it was preached. In all likeli- 
hood it was in January, 1776. 

Not only did the assembled throug till every 
bit of space in the church on this momentous 
Sunday, but it overflowed upon the surrounding 
burial ground. 

Clad as usual in the black munmistertal robe 
of his church, Muhlenberg once more—and for 
the last time—repeated the liturgy which hits 
father had prepared and which the son had 
copied with his own hand. 

The substance of the sermon ts preserved 
only through tradition, Though its test and 
exact language are now lost, with such a speak- 
er and such an environment it surely was a stirr- 
ing discourse. 

A narrative of the occasion written by 
Henry «A. Muhlenberg seventy years later 
quoted Pastor Muhlenberg as saying that “1m 
the language of Iloly Writ there is a time for 
all things, a time to preach and a time to pray, 
but those times have passed away. There ts a 
time to fight, and that time has now come.” 
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Then, after pronouncing the benediction, he 
removed his clerical robe and stood before his 
congregation in the uniform of a Virgina col- 
onel. One account says the assemblage arose 
and sang Luther's hymn “fein beste) Burg’ — 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Phe author 
who tells this, [lerrmann Schuricht, also asserts 
that though Muhlenberg wore his military uni- 
form under his ministerial garb while conduct- 
ing the service he did not buckle on his sword 
until after he had removed his robe. 

Reeruiting for the German battalion was 
begun at once, aid the names of several hundred 
men of the parish were enrolled. 

The assumption usually is that) Muhlen- 
berg’s allusion to “a time for all things” was a 
quotation from the Seriptures. The words as 
given do not appear in the Bible, though the 
thought is found in the third chapter of lve- 
clesiastes: 

“To every thing there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

“A time to be burn, and a time ‘to die; a 
time to plant, a time to puck up that which is 
planted; 

“A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time 
to break down, and “a time to build up; 

“A time te weep, aml. a time to liuugh; a 
time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

“A time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, anal 
a time to refrain from embracing; 

“A time to get, and a time to lose; a time 
to keep and a tite to cast away; 

“A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time 
to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

“A time to love, anda time to hate; a 
time of war, and a time of peace.” 
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There is reason to. believe that Peter 
Muhlenberg realized what today would be 
termed the publicity value of his sermon = in 
stimulating recruiting, and that he repeated the 
sermon with its dramatic finale at Kude’s Till, 
near New Market. 

A black silk robe, much frayed, in the 
Krauth Memorial Library of the Vlniladelphia 
Lutheran Vheolegical Seminary, Mount Airy, 
is said to be the identical robe which Peter 
Muhlenberg discarded. It has been loaned to 
the library by Elon O. Henkel, of New Market, 
Va. The robe had been in the Llenkel family 
for many years, having come down from the 
‘Rey. Paul Henkel, an early Lutheran minister 
in the Shenandoah Valley. 


A Theme for Poets 


The incident’ in the church in \Voodstock 
was a favorite theme for poets and story- 
writers for many years. In most of these 
patriotic productions, whether prose or verse, 
poetic license has been exercised to the utmost. 
Sometimes muddled writers have portrayed the 
scene as taking place in old .\ugustus Church, 
Trappe, where Peter Muhlenberg’s father was 
pastor, since that church is so conspicuously 
connected with the name of Muhlenberg. At 
least two dramas have dealt with the subject: 
Dr. Victor Vrecht’s “Weurass und Kutte’— 
“Cuirass and Cowl’—and Dr. Karl Dilthrey’s 
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“Robe and Armor.” ‘The latter was presented 
in 1877 in the Germania Theater, New York 
City. 

Of the poems based on the episode the best 
known is Vhomas Buchanan Read's, which was 
long a favorite among elocutionists and appear- 
ed in most school “readers.” 

Read, who was born in’ Chester County, 
Pa., not more than twenty-five mules south of 
Peter Muhlenberg’s birthplace, was at the 
height of his fame as a poet about the time of 
the Civil War, and he rendered valuable service 
to the cause of the Union by stimulating patri- 
otic ardor through the medium of his writine's. 
Often he visited army camps and. recited lis 
poems to the soldiers, and all through the North 
his verse was reprinted in newspapers and 
presented at patriotic assemblages. Kead’s two 
most famous poems, “The Revolutionary kis- 
ing’ and “Sheridan’s Ride,” were products of 
that period. ‘The scenes of both were i the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

Of “Sheridan's Ride’ it has been said that 
it made Sheridan's reputation, though calm 
investigation indicates that his ability was much 
overrated. 

- But when Read drew the picture of \luhlen- 
berg enrolling his) Virguua  parishtoners for 
service in the war for independence, he did 
no violence to the facts. It is true there ts 
mention of the pastor's “snowy locks,” though 
Muhlenberg was not yet 30 years old. but 
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that can be forgiven because of the necessity 
of finding a rhyme for “flocks.” 

There is ample verification that Read's 
poem justly represents the scene when it runs 
thus: 


“The pastor rose; the prayer’ was strong; 
The psalin was warrior David's song; 
The text, a few short words of might— 
‘The Lord of hosts shall arm the right!’ 
He spoke of wrongs too Jong endured, 
Of sacred rights to be secured, 
Then from the putriot tongue of tlame 
The startling words for Ireedom came. 
The stirring sentences he spake 
Compelled the heart to slow or quake, 
And, rising on his theme's broad wine, 
And grasping in his nervous hand 
The imaginary battle brand, 
In face of death he dared to fling 
Deflaneve to a tyrant king. 


“Pven as he spoke, his Trine, renewed, 
In cloquenee of attitude, 

Rose, as it seemed, a shoulder higher; 
Then swept his kindling glance of tire 
From startled pew to breathless choir; 
When suddciuly his mantle wide 

His hands impatient thing aside, 

And, lo! he met their wondering eyes 
Complete in all a warrior’s guise. 


“Who dires’—this was the. patriot’s ery, 
As striding from the cesk he came— 
‘Come out with me in Itreedom’s name, 
lor her to live, for her to dic?’ 
A hundred voices auswered, ‘1!'” 


The German Regiment in Service 


The recruiting of the German regiment 
was completed in March, 1776. Its officers and 
men were almost without exception from Ger- 
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man families of the Shenandoah Valley. On 
March 21 the regiment marched for Suffolk, in 
southeastern Virginia. Lord Dunmore, on a 
warship. in Chesapeake Bay near Norfolk, had 
collected a force of Tories, who, together with 
the men from the ships, raided the coast towns 
from time to time, burned Norfolk and = cap- 
tured Portsmouth. The newly recruited troops 
of Virginia were assembled in the neighbor- 
hood of Norfolk and Portsmouth, with the pur- 
pose of driving Duninore and his force out of 
the country. 

On April 3, 1776, Colonel Muhlenberg, 
Lieutenant Colonel Bowman and Major Hel- 
fenstein, of the Eighth, or German, Regiment, 
appeared before the Virginia Committee of 
Safety, in Williamsburg, and subscribed to the 
articles of war and their oath of office, after 
which they received their commissions as ofli- 
cers, dated March 1. 

The adjutant of the regiment was Francis 
Swaine, whose wife was Mary Catherine, a 
sister of Peter Muhlenberg. ‘The Swaines were 
living in Woodstock when the war began, and 
Swaine joined the regiment. When Muhlen- 
berg was promoted to brigadier general Swaine 
became brigade major. After the war he held 
numerous civic offices in Montgomery County 
and elsewhere in Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Christian Streit, a Lutheran 
minister and a friend of the Muhlenbergs, be- 
came chaplain of the regiment. Streit was a 
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native of the Raritan region, in northern New 
Jersey, where Peter Muhlenberg had his first 
pastorate, and after being licensed to preach, 
in 1769, he served the Lutheran congregation 
in Easton, Pa. 

The colors of the regiment consisted of a 
salmon colored silk banner with a broad fringe 
of the same hue. In the center was a scroll in- 
scribed, “VIII Virga Regt.” 

In formulating its plan of campaign against 
the “rebels” in America, the British ministry 
contemplated a strong movement for the sub- 
jugation of the southern colomes in 1776. In 
January General Clinton and some troops set 
sail from Boston. Off the coast of North Caro- 
lina, in the neighborhood of the Cape lear 
River, the squadron waited for the arrival of 
more troops from [ngeland. 

The command of the American forces in 
the South was given to General Charles Lee. 
Lee had been.an oflicer in the British army im 
the French and Indian War and in European 
campaigns. He was able, brillant and erratic. 
Becoming dissatistied with the British service, 
he came to America to join the army opposed 
to Great Dritain. © le xperienced soldiers such as 
he was were few among the Americans, and 
consequently he at once gained a high com- 
mand. 

Clinton received a reinforcement of 3000 
troops in April. Ile had seven war ships, in 
addition to thirty vessels carrying troops. 
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Nevertheless the month of May passed without 
action on his part. 

Lord Dunmore continued his desultory 
warfare along the Virginia coast until July, 
1776, when he left for New York and. went 
thence to england. Before his departure, im 
May, 1776, the Virginia Convention had directed 
its delegates to the Continental Congress to 
propose that that body “declare the United 
Colonies free and independent states,” had also 
adopted a Declaration of Rights and a_ state 
constitution and elected Patrick Ilenry governor. 

General Lee assembled Virginia and North 
Carolina troops at Wilmington, N. ©., in the 
spring of 1776. Muhlenberg’s) regiment con- 
stituted part of this army. Nothing noteworthy 
occurred, and toward the end of May the British 
fleet sailed away. 


In South Carolina and Georgia 


The people of Charleston, South Carolina, 
feared the purpose of the British was to try to 
capture that city, and lee was urged to send 
aid. He doubted that Clinton was going far- 
ther south, suspecting the departure from North 
Carolina might be only a ruse to induce the 
American army to forsake that locality. llow- 
ever, he sent Muhlenberg’s regiment and 70U 
additional men to Charleston, he himself ac- 
companying the detachment. Soon it transpir- 
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ed that Charleston was indeed to receive Clin- 
ton’s attention, for his leet arrived before the 
city on June 4. 

Again Clinton’s dilatory tactics proved 
advantageous to the Americans. Militia as- 
sembled, and by the end of June lee lad 5000 
men. Sullivan's Island, in) the harbor, was 
fortined, ramparts being built of spongy pal- 
metto logs that resisted bullets and even can- 
nonballs. 

After marching for a month Muhlenberg 
and his command arrived at Charleston on 
June 23, 1776.0 On the 28th the British war- 
ships began a bombardment of Sullivan's Is- 
land. ‘Though the fort had only 300 men and 
twelve cannon, the defenders suffered little, 
thanks to the protection of the palmetto loys. 
At this time occurred one of the heroic incidents 
of the Kevolution. The flagstaff of the fort was 
shot away, when Sergeant Jasper leaped over 
the ramparts, seized the flag and fastened it to 
a sponge staff, which he planted upon — the 
fortifications. 

Under cover of the bombardment — the 
British endeavored to land troops. Vis brought 
Muhlenbere’s men and several other regiments 
into action, and the British were driven back 
to their ships. 

General Lee was astonished by the bravery 
of the untrained American soldiers, about whose 
valor he had hitherto held no high opinion. His 
reports on the engagement were full of praise 
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for the men. The bombardment of the fort 
continued until 11 o'clock at night, but the gar- 
rison, under Colonel Moultrie, Lee informed the 
president of the Virginia Convention, were 
“brave to the last degree.” As to the repulse 
of the two attempts of the British to land troops, 
Lee wrote thus of the Virginia and North Caro- 
lina command that achieved this result: 

“IT know not which corps | have the great- 
est reason to be pleased with, Muhlenberg’s 
Virginians or the North Carolina troops; they 
were both equally alert, zealous and spirited.” 

Thus far Muhlenberg’s regiment was 
nothing more than a detachment of Virginia 
militia. Having demonstrated its military 
capacity, it was now proposed to take the regi- 
ment into the Continental Army, but objections 
were offered that it was not yet at the full 
strength required by the regulations.  Discus- 
sing this question, General Lee wrote on Aug- 
ust 2 that the regiment lacked only forty men 
of the maximum number, and he continued 
thus: 

“Muhlenberg’s regiment was not only the 
most complete of the province, but I believe of 
the whole continent. It was not only the most 
complete in numbers, but the best armed, 
clothed and equipped for immediate service.” 

The outcome was that on August 12 Con- 
gress passed a resolution taking the Eighth 
Virginia Regiment into the Continental service, 
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with pay from May 27, when it marched out of 
Virginia. 

I\ffectively repulsed at) Charleston, the 
British fleet returned to New York. 

General Lee now turned his attention to a 
vexatious problem arising from the presence of 
British forces in East Florida which made raids 
into Georgia. The people of Savannah espee- 
ially were fearful of a descent upon their city 
from this quarter, and a delegation of citizens 
of that place came to Charleston and conferred 
with Lee. ‘The feasibility of a military move- 
ment against the British in St. Augustine was 
discussed and the plan received Lee’s approval. 

Lee assembled the North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia troops of his command and told them a 
secret expedition was being planned in which 
there would be little danger while the prospects 
of booty were large. ‘Troops volunteering: for 
this service would be entitled to the booty, and 
he would give his own share of the plunder for 
distribution among the soldiers. All the Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina men at Charleston 
agreed to accompany lee in the contemplated 
campaign. South Carolina troops also joined. 

The march to Georgia was made in August. 
at a tine when health conditions were at their 
worst. ‘he army arrived at Savannah on Aug- 
ust 17, and on the 22d Muhlenbere’s regiment 
and some of the South Carolina troops moved 
on to Sunbury, on Newport River, forty-five 
miles southeast of Savannah, while the re- 
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mainder were strung out between Savannah 
and Sunbury. 

Boats, stores and provisions were lacking. 
The sickness became alarming. Nearly every 
oflicer was incapacitated. At Sunbury twelve 
to fifteen men died daily. 

Lee was recalled to the North because of 
the operations about New York. Phe Hlorida 
expedition was abandoned, and Jee left Sayan- 
nah early in September, directing the North 
Carolina and Virginia commands to follow, 

The northward march of the Virginians 
was slow. [Lecause so many were sick the 
battahons could not proceed in one detachment, 
but some had to delay along the route to try 
to regain their strength. Muhlenberg, with the 
first details, was back in Virginia on Wecember 
20. ‘That day he wrote his father in) ‘Vrappe 
describing the devastation in his command due 
to sickness and death. Vhe regiment, he said, 
had orders to proceed to New York to | join 
Washington's army. 

Muhlenberg himself suffered all his” life 
from consequences of the disease contracted 
on the futile Georgia campaign. Mayor Tlelfen- 
stein, of lis regiment, died after returning to 
Virginia. 

Before joining the Continental army it was 
necessary to recruit the regiment. On Janu- 
ary 21, 1777, Congress instructed Muhlenberg to 
send on each company to the army as soon as 
its ranks were full. The last detachment of the 
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regiment was detained farther south until beb- 
ruary. 

Up to lebruary, 1777, Colonel Muhlenberg 
was stationed in bredericksburg, Va., pursuing 
his reecrinting duties. Since his was a German 
regiment, he wrote to the Council of the state 
that he beheved he could gain more men i his 
headquarters were in Winchester, in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, where the men already in the regi- 
ment could not only see friends and relatives be- 
fore leavine for the North but could also stiuu- 
late enlistment. Permission to make the change 
was vranted, 


Promotion to Brigadier General 


Recognizing Muhlenberg’s capable service 
in the southern campaign, Congress on lebru- 
ary 1, 1777, promoted lin to brigadier general. 

llis last official action as colonel of the 
German Regiment was to sugeest to General 
Washington that the men be equipped wath 
muskets instead of the rifles they then had, say- 
ing that because they were so continually 
exposed to the weather the rifles often were un- 
serviceable, whereas muskets were not subject 
to that disadvantage. ‘The parson had now be- 
come an expert im armament. 

As brigadier general Muhlenberg was as- 
signed to the conimand of all Continental forces 
in Virginia, with instructions to complete the 
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recruiting of the different regiments as quickly 
as possible and send them to Washington's 
army, in Northern New Jersey. In April, 1777, 
the First, lifth, Ninth and Thirteenth Vir- 
ginia Regiments were designated as the units 
of Muhlenbere’s brigade. 

arly in May General Muhlenberg report- 
ed to Washington, commander-in-chief of the 
American army, in his headquarters in Morris- 
town, N. J. The army then occupied its forti- 
fied winter camp on the heights of Middlebrook. 
He formally took command of his brigade on 
May 26. Tlis brigade and that of General 
Weedon, also consisting of Virginia regiments, 
composed the division under Major General 
Nathaniel Greene. 

The old German Regiment of Virginia did 
not arrive in camp until June. The colonel of 
that regiment now was Baron Henry leonard 
Philip de Arendt. 

Following the disastrous campaign of 1776 
in the vicinity of New York, the American 
army had been forced to retreat southward 
through New Jersey and then into” Pennsyl- 
vania. The victorious British, with their Ger- 
man auxiliary troops, held possession of New 
York and looked forward to the early capture 
of the rebel capital, Philadelphia. By his 
Christmas raid upon the German troops in 
Trenton and the ensuing American triumph at 
Princeton, Washington rescued the American 
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cause from despair. The winter and spring of 
1777 the army spent in the neighborhood, of 
Morristown, in northern New Jersey. 

Now summer was at hand. Minor skir- 
mishes with the British followed. Then on 
July 23 General Jlowe, the British commander, 
with his army, sailed out of New York harbor 
in the ships of his brother, Admiral [lowe, 
which maneuver as destined to puzzle \Wash- 
ington for some weeks and result in the lenn- 
sylvania campaign of 1777. 

After waiting nearly a week without hear- 
ing anything as to the destination of the British, 
Washington, fearing Vhiladelphia, capital of 
the new nation, was threatened, slowly adyvane- 
ed his army across New. Jersey toward the 
Delaware RKiver. Yet all the time the American 
commander wondered whether Plowe was not 
executing a feimt to draw the Americans away 
from New York. General Burgoyne, with an 
army of British and Germans, was) moving 
south from Canada into New York, and the 
reasonable course seemed to be for llowe to 
co-operate with Burgoyne. 

Greene's division, of which Muhlenberg’s 
brigade was a part, arrived at Coryell lerry, 
on the Delaware Kiver, now New Ilope, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvamia, on the night of July 29. 
The troops at once began crossing the river, 
and on the 3lst they marched down York road 
in the direction of Philadelphia. ‘That day 
Washington was informed the British fleet, to 
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the number of two hundred and twenty-eight 
sail, had been seen at the Delaware Capes. 
Washington and his staff pressed on to Phila- 
delphia, arriving there that might. But the 
army went mto camp in the neighborhood of 
Little Neshaminy Creek, near [artsvillle, 
Bucks County. 

At Philadelphia Washington learned to his 
astonishment that after hovering about the 
Delaware Capes for several days the British 
fleet had sailed out to sea. Once more he was 
beset by uncertainty, suspecting his first 
thought of a strategy to draw hin away from 
New York might have been the truth. 

However, on August 1 the American army 
resuined its march down York road, crossed 
westward through Germantown and went into 
camp between Germantown and [alls of 
Schuylkill, upon an elevated site) overlooking 
Philadelphia. Ilere the army remained until 
August 8. 

Qn the first Sunday in the camp General 
Muhlenbere issued this order: “The Kev'd Mr. 
Tate will perform divine service this afternoon 
at 5 o'clock; the captains will see that all men 
not on duty to attend and behave properly.” 

As information about the enemy was still 
lacking, the army on the &th returned to its old 
campground on the Little Neshaminy, in Bucks 
County, to be prepared to proceed toward New 
York should it transpire that Howe really in- 
tended to help Burgoyne. ? 
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It was a period of intense heat. Upon ar- 
riving in camp General Muhlenberg directed 
the men oof his brigade “to tix booths before 
their tents to shelter them from the heat.” 

Sutlers selling liquor caused trouble here 
and at other camps. ‘the oflicers of General 
Muhlenberge’s brigade were summoned to imect 
on August 22 “at the tavern at the Cross Koads” 
to consider the sutlers’ prices. for liquor. 

evidently a disposition to go foraging de- 
veloped among the soldiers, for on .\ugust 13 
General Washington requested General Mulhilen- 
berg “to order a guard over Mar. Miller's oats, 
to consist of a sergeant and ten men.” 

Lafayette, Pulaski and other military men 
recently arrived from Icurope joined the army 
at the Neshaminy camp. They were a source 
of embarrassment to Washington, for most ot 
them claimed high posts and good pay. No 
doubt it was the arrival of these Muropeans that 
caused Washington to incorporate the follow 
in the general orders for August 13: 

“Two sober honest lads who are to talk 
French are to be sent to headquarters this after- 
noon at 6 o clock. General Muhlenberg will 
send one from dus brigade, and General Scott 
another, if to be found in their brigades.” 

At last on August 22 came word that the 
British fleet was in Chesapeake Bay. RKather 
than undertake to pass the American fortilica- 
tions along the Delaware, Llowe had continued 
his yoyage into Chesapeake Day, with the in- 
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tention of approaching Philadelphia from the 
rear. 

Now there could be no further delay. On 
the 23d the American army broke camp and 
marched down York road, encamping that 
night at Nicetown, below Germantown, General 
Washington making his headquarters in Sten- 
ton, the Logan homestead. Vhe name of the 
estate evidently was not familar to Muhlen- 
berg, for in his orderly book the record for 
August 23 is headed “Headquarters, Santown, 
near Germantown.” 

To cheer and encourage the alarmed inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia \Washington arranged to 
parade the army through the city the following 
day, Sunday. He gave detailed directions for 
attaining the best effect with the limited number 
of men and the poor equipment at lis command. 
It was a marked tribute to General Muhlenberg 
that he and his Virginia brigade were instructed 
to lead the line, preceded only by a troop of 
cavalry. 


The Battle of Brandywine 


The army, now numbering about 11,000 
men, proceeded into Delaware to Oppose the 
British, who were debarking 17,000 men from 
their ships at lk River, Maryland. 

For two weeks the opposing armies lay 
within eight or ten miles of each other, and 
several skirmishes occurred. Seeing he was 
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not favorably stationed to intercept tHlowe’s 
progress toward Vhiladelphia, \Washington, on 
September 9, moved his forces northward, 
across the Pennsylvania line, taking post south 
of Brandywine Creek, at Chadd’s Ford. ‘This 
ford was on one of the main highways to Plila- 
delphia. Here on the banks of the Brandywine, 
on September 11, 1777, was fought the battle 
which decided the fate of Philadelphia. It was 
the first battle of consequence in which Muhtlen- 
berg’s Virginia troops had a part. 

General Woyphausen’s German troops first 
attacked the Americans at the ford. Xs \Vash- 
ington massed his reviunents here to protect the 
ford, Lord Cornwallis, with a large part of the 
British army, made a wide detour westward 
and northward, crossed the Brandywine at fords 
far up the stream and thus was in a position to 
menace the .\inerican rear. Washington hastily 
reformed his lines to face Cornwallis, and this 
part of the battle was fought about old Biruung- 
ham Friends’ Meeting House. The Americans 
were forced to fall back. 

At this juncture Muhlenberg’s brigade, to- 
gether with the other Virgina brigade of 
Weedon, rendered service of incalculable value 
by holding back the British advanee long 
enough to permit the badly battered .\imerican 
regiments to retire from the meeting house to- 
ward Dilworthtown. \t one time Muhlenbere’s 
men alone, after having marched four miles in 
forty minutes, faced all of Cornwallis’ army, and 
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their commander led them in desperate hand- 
to-hand bayonet fighting. This fortitude of the 
Virginians prevented the defeat from becoming 
a rout, for by stemming the onrush of the British 
it became possible for the American conmnand- 
ers to check their men and bring about au 
orderly retreat to the neighborhood of Chester. 
Muhlenberg’s brigade was the last to leave the 
field of battle. 

One of the traditions of the battle of 
Brandywine relates that certain Hessian soldiers 
with the British army recognized Muhlenberg 
when he charged at the head of his) brigade. 
remembering him from the time when they were 
associated with him in the German ariny. Whicre- 
upon they shouted: “Ilier kommt Veufel Pete” 
—‘Here comes Devil Pete.” 

This is. probably one of the various apocry- 
phal tales which gained popular circulation 
because it tended to pieture Peter Muhlenbery 
as an audacious and reckless fighter, the peer 
of that other favorite Pennsylvama warrior who 
was dubbed “Mad Anthony’ Wayne. The 
Muhlenberg tale hardly bears analysis. lor one 
thing, the [lessians were fighting at Chadd’s 
Ford and did not) accompany Cornwallis. 
Muhlenberg charged against Cornwallis’ troops, 
not against the Ilessians. furthermore, Muhlen- 
berg never served in the German army, When 
he ran away from an unhappy apprenticeship im 
Lubeck he joined a British regiment which was 
being recruited in that free city. In this regt- 


ote wl eich canoe abrstl vintaapeeeoy 


HOBHaT OMITHOM SHE 


“hited aterqevb ot cot bol voheeee 
wi to sbadinol 2ebP sgattdeit rane gid 

who ctor Inulob gabe ly dptow one had 
eniintl sdf te fenane ot eT ad a 
-husiienos anor, off tol ahlicerney eae 

im dwods gorkl bug none vedi, Agee on os 
taieo to bewsbrodduion vil oO) seo “ iat 


oa 


St oral on igh odd eam obit ul @ Qiao wi 
| | ah bbaad dor 

i> otited wilt te encnebert si ts ere 

Tibloe ustezoll nist jad cototod @ntivey he 

gladioldulsA hosergoo? vans steal skis nn 

pe nines [etl tea beod oft, i doe otha: ost us : 
rrp go) seothar gett oall 107] eviat ghitods oO 


“> 


o: 
he 


opera ager) oth atbntidl (hive bassioe 


“yto'l Joli’) farterod will Dhossinle goal » 

90 T diveG. zt, sib 

papi “noisy oft te sto ylindow tend h 

roitshyvtio raleqgog boii, sdoishey pirat 
peAlioldulé qoitel yungig: ot bybagh ti 9 

tug wt setdeil sesldoot ben evo ushudss | 
othy wien wisnarrtgnansra't olive Re 
WEP ge yoo belt beddiah — 


pe wi 


bbe) Ms woritrhaal went anteines 
tla nd CHE bib. bas 
que! “zillewirw 2 teuingae vs Y 
-u stil tf pean PS ayle o wA cabin 

nol eau ewiteT oa evan ere Oe 


sat Gb pt rege pan 


Courtesy of J. Otto Schweizer 


ai. 
J. OTTO SCHWEIZER’S STATUE OF GENERAL MUHLENBERG 
on City Hall Plaza, Philadelphia 


rh 


Py cane 
‘ee ber ge 


SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 81 


ment for the short time he was connected with 
it his duties were those of a secretary, and 
secretaries are usually not of the swashbuckler 
tvpe. Of course, there might have been some 
Hessians in that regiment, and that regiment 
might have been in Cornwallis’ detachment. 
But the whole story seems improbable. 

While it was generally recognized that the 
service of Muhlenberg’s brigade at Brandywine 
was of the highest importance, yet no special 
inention thereof appeared in Washington's offi- 
cial report on the battle. It is said some officers 
complained: to General Greeng, Muhlenberg’s 
immediate superior, about) this) omission and 
that Greene expostulated with Washington, 
Whereupon Washington explained that -1t was 
known that Greene was a favorite of Wasline- 
ton, and moreover Muhlenberg’s men came from 
Washington's own state; henee he hesitated 
about according cither the general or the Vir- 
ginia troops special mention in his reports lest 
he might be charged with partiality. Washing- 
“ton seems to have adopted a similar course in 
connection with other engagements in which 
Virginia conmmands had a prominent part. 


Wartime Experiences at Trappe 

At his home in Trappe, twenty-five miles 
from the Brandywine battlefield, Peter Muhlen- 
berg’s father, the Rey. Henry Melchior Muhlen- 
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berg, wrote in his journal on the day of the 
battle that he “heard hard and long continued 
cannonading.’ The following day, learning of 
the defeat of the \mericans and the impending 
british invasion, he closed his record thus: 

“Now, Pennsylvama, bend the neck and 
supplicate the Lord thy God.” 

The American army fell back to its former 
campground north of the Schuylkill, between 
Falls of Schuylkill and Germantown, and the 
authorities of Vennsylvania made desperate 
efforts to bring tore militia mto the field. 

Purposing fo give battle once more before 
pernutting Philadelphia to fall into the hands of 
the foe, Washington advanced into Chester 
County. Rain, which dampened the powder, 
prevented collision with the British. ‘The two 
armies maneuvered throughout northern Chester 
County until September 19, when the Americans 
crossed to the north side of the Schuylkill, camp- 
ing for a short time in the neighborhood of the 
home of the Muhlenbergs, at Trappe. On the 21st 
the british also crossed the Schuylkill, Washing- 
ton retired westward to the vicinity of Potts- 
town, and the way was open to the british to 
take possession of Philadelphia, which they did 
on September 20. 

There was great distress and alarm all 
through southeastern Vennsylvama. Congress, 
government officials and many fanmulies fled 
from Philadelphia. ‘Throngs of fugitives passed 
up the Reading road past the Muhlenberg home 
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at Trappe. The wife and child of Peter Muhlen- 
berg were then living in the Trappe parsonage, 
having arrived in a wagon on September 10. 
Three days later Peter's brother Ilenry, also 
a Lutheran minister, arrived from Philadelplua 
with his wife. .\nother brother, Frederick, had 
been at Trappe for some time and was assisting 
his father in lus pastoral work, usually preach- 
ing in the New Llanover church. On September 
15 the Muhlenberg house had eighteen occu- 
pants. ‘The daughter, Margaret [lenrietta, who 
had married the Rey. Jolin ©. Kunze, remained 
in Philadelphia with her husband during the 
British occupation, the husband being pastor of 
the Lutheran congregation i that city. 

Some tine before this had come the un- 
pleasant news that Irancis Swaine, son-in-law 
of Pastor Muhlenberg, who was brigade major 
in Peter Muhlenberg’s brigade, had been con- 
victed by court martial of charges of neglect of 
duty, particularly im leaving sick soldiers ex- 
posed at the time the army was in Delaware. 
He was sentenced to be reprimanded in general 
orders. .\fter the sentence was executed Swaine 
resigned from the army. tater he was state 
clothier of Pennsylvania, m charge of contracts 
for supplying the Pennsylvania militia with unt 
forms, and after the war he was a_ brigadier 
general of Pennsylvama militia. 

Respecting the movements of the American 
army at and near Trappe, the Rey. Henry Mel- 
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chior Muhlenberg wrote in his journal on Sep- 
tember 19: 

“We had news that the British troops on 
the other side of the Schuylkill had = marched 
down toward Providence, and with a telescope 
we could see their camp. In consequence ol 
this the American army, four miles from us, 
forded the Schuylkill breast high and came upon 
the Philadelphia road at Augustus Church. 

“Elis Itxcellency, General Washington, was 
with the troops in person, who marched past 
here to the Perkiomen. 

“The procession lasted the whole night, and 
we had numerous visits from ollicers, wet breast 
high, who had to march in this condition the 
whole night, cold and damp as it was, and to 
bear hunger and thirst at the same tine. This 
robs them of courage and health, and instead 
of prayers from many we hear the dreadtul 
national evil, curses.” 

On the 20th the women of the Muhlenberg 
household baked bread twice and distributed it 
and other food among the sick and feeble in the 
army. More fugitives from Philadelphia also 
claimed the hospitality of the minister. 

Pastor Muhlenberg and tis) family were 
urged to flee as it was expected the vicinity of 
their home would become the scene of a battle. 
The Rev. Henry I. Muhlenberg, a son, and his 
wife and child, who were staving at Trappe, did 
conclude to continue their journey some miles 
farther, to New Hanover. Pastor Muhlenberg 
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wanted his sick wife to accompany the son's 
family, but “she was not to be persuaded,” says 
the journal, “but would rather live, suffer and 
die with me in Providence.” 


The Battle of Germantown 


From the Pottstown region the American 
army moved toward Philadelphia by successive 
steps, for Washington was still determined to 
give battle again to the British if the opportunity 
offered. Tle was receiving reinforcements of 
militia from Pennsylvania and adjoining: states, 
and he learned that Tlowe was sending some of 
his regiments to engage the American fortili- 
cations along the Delaware below Philadelphia. 
The main body of the British army was encamp- 
ed in Germantown, then a township in) lhila- 
delphia County, live miles north of the eity ot | 
Philadelphia. Now Germantown is part of the 
city of Philadelphia. Early in October \Wash- 
ington believed the time was at hand to attack 
the foe. 

The British line extended east and west 
across Germantown, along Church lane and 
School lane, at right angeles to the main street 
of the village at) Market Square. rom his 
camp at Worcester, twelve miles north of Ger- 
mantown, Washington planned to move his 
army down four roads converging im German- 
town, attacking the Dritish at different) points 
along their line. ‘Phe main wing, under com- 
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mand of Washington himself, was to proceed 
down Germantown road, the main street. of 
Germantown. ‘The left wing, with General 
Greene in command, would follow Limekiln 
road, which joined Church lane east of German- 
town. ‘Thus Greene, it was hoped, might turn 
the British right flank. The Pennsylvania mil- 
itia was to advance over Ridge road, three 
miles west of Germantown road, and keep the 
German troops in the left wing of the British 
line occupied so they could not come to the aid 
of the center. 

As Greene was assigned to command. the 
left wing, Muhlenberg for the time had charge 
of Greene's division in this wing. 

The army, numbering about 9000 men, 
marched from its camp at Worcester after night- 
fall on October 3, and the battle opened at the 
upper end of Germantown at 5 A. M. the next 
day when the main wing, under Washington, 
encountered the British pickets at Mount Airy. 
Two regiments of British light infantry were 
posted along Germantown road, one at the pre- 
sent Mount Pleasant avenue and the other at 
Upsal street, the latter being a mule in advance 
of the British main line. The Americans drove 
back the two regiments. Part of one of these 
regiments took possession of the house of Chief 
Justice Benjamin Chew which the family had 
abandoned, ‘The heavy stone walls of the house 
made it a veritable fortress, and the Americans 
sought in vain to dislodge the small band of 
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redcoats that held it. Meanwhile the troops of 
Wayne and Sullivan had proceeded farther down 
into Germantown, along both sides of the main 
street, and were fighting the two retreating 
regiments of the British in the back yards ot 
Germantown homesteads. 

Much depended upon the left wing of the 
American army under Greene. [ts course over 
Limekiln road carried it two miles to the east 
of Washington's command. Greene had more 
men than Washington. Ile too encountered a 
regiment of British hght infantry, a mule in 
advance of the main line, and quickly compelled 
it to retreat. \ heavy fog interfered greatly 
with the plans for co-operation. One of the 
commands under Greene, that of General Adam 
Stephen, wandered far out of its Course, moving 
westward until it collided with troops of \Wash- 
ington’s wing. Subsequently Stephen was tried 
and dismissed from the army for his misconduct 
in this battle. 

The men under Muhlenberg acquitted them- 
selves well. In their onrush they proceeded 
into the settled part of Germantown, to the 
east of the main street, where they captured a 
battalion of British. Whe captors set up such 
a huzza that other british forces were attracted, 
and soon the Ninth Virginia Regiment, ol 
Muhlenberg’s brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Matthews, found itself surrounded by the 
British and was compelled to surrender. ‘The 
captive Virginians were immured in the Ger- 
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man Keformed Church at Market Square, and 
the prisoners held by the Americans were re- 
leased. 

Some of Muhlenberg’s regiments cngeaged 
in bayonet fighting with the foe in’ the back 
yards and small farms of Germantown, and 
Muhlenberg’s horse was almost exhausted from 
repeatedly jumping over fences and stone walls. 
His troops had to come to his aid and pull down 
fences. Several times British sharpshooters 
made Muhlenberg their target and bullets 
whistled close to him. Once he saw a young 
British officer seize the gun of a soldier and 
raise it to fire at Muhlenberg, but Muhlenberg 
quickly drew his revolver and shot the officer. 

Meanwhile) Washington, halting at the 
Chew house and endeavoring in vain to dislodge 
the British that had converted it into a fort, 
heard nothing of Greene's progress on the east 
side. It was a principle of military science that 
a fortified place should not be permitted to re- 
main in possession of the enemy in the rear. So, 
although part of his command had gone a halt 
mile beyond the Chew house into Germantown 
and Greene's men had penetrated into German- 
town on the east side, nevertheless the com- 
mander-in-chief felt it expedient, after several 
hours’ fighting, to order a retreat. 

It was well he did so. Up to that time 
the Americans had encountered only the ad- 
vanced regiments of the British army. ‘The 
main body of the foe was still down in the center 
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of Germantown, a mile away. In response to 
the alarm General Hlowe rode up into German- 
town from his headquarters at) Stenton, and 
soon he was bringing the trained regiments of 
his left wing into action, wheeling them in such 
a way as to threaten to entrap the Americans 
along Germantown road. 

The order to retreat came im time to enable 
the Americans to withdraw with sheht loss, and 
to earry off their wounded. 

On the east side Muhlenberg’s troops cov- 
ered the retreat of Greene’s wine and were the 
last to leave the field here, as at Brandywine. 

Thus after having marched all meht and 
fought for four hours or longer, the tired troops 
retraced their steps to Worcester and then con- 
tinued the retreat some miles farther, to the 
Perkiomen Valley, where Schwenksville now is. 

Two days later lather) Muhlenberg, at 
Trappe, wrote in lis journal: “Yesterday the 
main American army had returned to about live 
miles from our house, to one side, where they 
buried their dead and tired a volley for cach 
one, which we heard distinetly, as it) lasted a 
long time.” 

For some time Washington had hopes of 
inflicting a blow upon the British belore Foe 
into winter quarters, “The British soon aban- 
doned their camp in Germantown and retired 
into Philadelphia. Irom the Perkiomen region 
the Americans moved gradually toward Vhila- 
delphia, occupying canips in succession at lowa- 
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mencin, Worcester and Whitpain and remain- 
ing then in Whitemarsh for nearly six weeks. 

So far as his father’s journal shows, Peter 
Muhlenberg did not find it feasible to visit his 
parents at Trappe until October 18, though his 
brother lrederick had come to camp to see him, 
It was indeed a busy period for the American 
officers, for they had much to do in restoring 
their commands to the best possible status to 
meet any demands that Washington might re- 
quire. 

Coming to Trappe at noon on. Saturday, 
October 18, General Muhlenberg brought news 
of the surrender of General Burgoyne’s army 
to the Americans at Saratoga, which had been 
announced in the American army's) camp = at 
Worcester that morning. From ‘Trappe Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg proceeded eight miles farther 
the same day to New IJlanover, where his 
brothers, Frederick and Henry, were staying, 
Frederick acting as pastor of the Lutheran 
church at that place. 

In the interval between the battle of Ger- 
mantown and the winter camp at Valley lorge 
General Muhlenberg was a member of two im- 
portant courts martial, one in which General 
Anthony Wayne was acquitted of any tmpro- 
priety in connection with the surprise of his 
command at Paoli in September, and the other 
wherein General Adam Stephen, of Virginia, 
was found guilty of inefficiency in his manage- 
ment of his troops at Germantown, the latter 
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verdict resulting in Stephen's dismissal from the 
army. 


Whitemarsh and Valley Forge Camps 


In the camp at \Whitemarsh Washington 
~ several times asked the general officers to give 
their opimions in writing on questions of mo- 
ment, Late in November he submitted to them 
the desirability of making another attack upon 
the British. Muhlenberg was one of four gen- 
erals who favored such an attack. 

The Americans remained on the defensive, 
Early in December the British marched out of 
Philadelphia with the hope of overwhelming 
the Americans at Whitemarsh. After some 
skirmishing [lowe and his generals were con- 
vinced the Americans were too strongly posted 
to warrant a battle, and they withdrew into the 
city. 

Another matter on which \Vashington 
sought the opimions of lus generals was the site 
for the winter camp. Being a Pennsylvaman, 
no doubt General Muhlenberg’s judgment was 
regarded as of special value. He did not favor 
close concentration but advised that the army 
be quartered in the territory between Reading 
and laneaster or between Reading and aston, 
huts being built for the more robust soldiers, 
while the sick were placed in farm houses. ‘hus 
he believed the interior of Pennsylvama could 
be protected and the distance of the army from 
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the foe in Philadelphia would induce the latter 
to let the Americans alone in a period when in- 
evitably their numbers would be greatly de- 
pleted. 

Muhlenbere’s suggestion was not adopted. 
Washington decided upon a closely concentrated 
camp at Valley Forge, a region which had not 
been specifically suggested by any of the gen- 
erals. 

It is an interesting question whether, if 
the army had been scattered over a wide extent 
of country, as Muhlenberg proposed, much of 
the sickness that swept through the winter camp 
at Valley Forge night not have been avoided 
and food might have been more readily obtained. 

Early in December Washington also asked 
the generals what they thought about the de- 
sirability of a winter campaign. While he had 
previously sanctioned the idea of another attack 
on the enemy, Muhlenberg felt that a winter 
campaign would be inadvisable and impractic- 
able, “at least if | am to judge of other brigades 
by my own, one single regiment of which has 
turned out ninety men unfit for duty on account 
of shoes and other necessaries.” As winter 
advanced, he pointed out, sickness would in- 
crease, and it would be difficult to collect the 
militia. Tlowever, he did approve of making 
plans during the winter for a campaign to open 
early in the spring. Ile closed the letter with 
these characteristic words: 
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“Should the question be decided otherwise, 
your Exeellency may be assured that any part 
entrusted to me shall be executed with the 
vreatest cheerfulness.” 

Such sentiments must have warmed the 
heart of Washington at this time when mtor- 
mation of the activities of the Conway Cabal 
was coming to his attention. 

Most of the officers were against a winter 
campaign. On December 19 the army went into 
camp on the lulls of Valley lrorge, twenty-three 
miles northwest of Philadelphia, on the southern 
banks of the Schuylkill. 

In the winter camp General Mubhleubery’s 
brigade occupied the territory nearest the 
enemy, in the neighborhood of the present vil- 
lage of Port Wennedy. ‘This was a mile and a 
half distant from Washington s headquarters J 
the village of Valley Forge. 

General Muhlenberg made lis headquarters 
in the farin house of Jolin Moore, along Prout 
Creek. Jolin Moore, who owned 200) acres, 
died on January 1, 1778. soon after the army 
came to the locality, and his widow, Jane, there- 
after lived in the house. The dwelling still 
stands, though much altered. It ts tow the 
home of Alexander 1). trwin, 

Muhlenberg’s brigade, constituting part. of 
the front line of the camp, occupied the Moore 
farm and adjoining tracts. This region was not 
hilly woodland, like the country farther west 
where the greater part of the army was station- 
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‘ed. Most of the land was. cultivated, though 
there also were some woods. 

Upon arriving the Virginians proceeded 
energetically to erect their huts, and it is said 
Muhlenberg’s brigade completed the work of 
felling the trees and constructing the cabins in 
four days. Other commands on the hills re- 
quired two weeks for this task. 

A redoubt was built on John Moore's land 
and another on the adjoining farm of Mordecai 
Moore. I[¢xtensive lines of entrenchments, made 
by digging ditches and piling up the earth on 
the side toward the enemy, connected the re- 
doubts and extended in front of the eneamp- 
ment, constituting the outer line of defense. The 
remains of the redoubts and trenches could be 
seen as late as the 1850's, though nothing is 
now visible of them. 

After the huts had been built General 
Muhlenberg seized an opportunity to cross the 
Schuylkill and ride seven miles northward to 
the home of his parents, in Trappe. Snow and 
rain were falling when he made his visit. on 
December 26—-the “second Christmas” which 
was observed by the Germans as part of the 
great festival. 

It was not a time of merrymaking for the 
Muhlenberg family. Threats had been made 
not only against Peter Muhlenberg but agamost 
his father. Sympathizers with the British cause 
were numerous in the neighborhood, and raid- 
ing parties of the British made occasional in- 
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cursions into the rural districts, though they 
were not in the habit. of penetrating as far as 
Trappe. However, it was rumored that the 
British, Hessians and ‘Vories all were bent upon 
capturing both the Lutheran pastor and hits 
militant son and thus earning a handsome 
reward, 

The father, while sympathizing with the 
American cause, had not been given to discuss- 
ing political questions in the pulpit. and he had 
even been known to say some things of the 
American soldiers not at all complimentary to 
them, especially when they turned their horses 
into his buckwheat field or took Possession of 
his church. As for the son Peter, the [british 
would surely have been delighted to lay their 
hands on him, for in view of his having been a 
parson of the established Chureh of england his 
treason was looked upon as especially heimous., 

When Peter Muhlenberg made his ¢ lirist- 
mas visit to his parents he found his mother im 
failing health. Ile wanted lis parents to go 
to the Tulpehocken region, in upper berks 
County, where they would be seeure from the 
disturbances occasioned by the movements of 
the opposing armies. Their daughter Eve 
Elizabeth was the wife of the Rey. Christopher 
Emanuel Shulze, who was the Lutheran pastor 
in the Lulpehocken region, The mother was 
satisfied to have her husband go but she said 
she was too sick to undertake the journey. 
Naturally the hushand would not leave without 
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his wife. So, wrote Pastor Muhlenberg in his 
journal, “we prayed jointly for advice to the 
good God and resolved in God's name to re- 
main and await our destined fortune.” They 
continued to dwell at Trappe throughout the 
time of the camp at Valley Forge and were uot 
molested. 

Whenever their son Peter came from the 
camp to see his parents precautions would be 
adopted to. prevent his presence becoming 
known in the neighborhood. At night blankets 
were hung over the windows and doors. [le 
never undressed, and his horse always remained 
saddled and close at hand, Once, it is said, he 
was pursued while returning to camp, but the 
fleetness of his horse saved him. 


His Loyalty Tested 


To all the patriots in the army the Valley 
Forge season was a time of trial and testing. To 
Peter Muhlenberg it was a peculiarly critical 
period because of a controversy about seniority, 
a matter concerning which mulitary men were 
always sensitive but which at this time of irri- 
tability was especially difficult. 

In September, 1/76, Colonel Woodford, 
commander of the Second Virginia Kegi- 
ment, resigned his commission because, though 
he was the senior Virginia colonel, Colonel 
Adam Stephen was promoted to brigadier gen- 
eral over his head. On February 21, 1777, when 


’ 


gd bined erat anoaigy a ae 


ats at Bra prin are ey: ati 
ot ua soivba 108 elttting ‘hays rei sla 
91 Of 1B Pern nt bovlozenr Voans bow) | 
your onary 1 heuitzeb. ‘Wo fisws h te 
oi shoilynolt sqaerl ts iw’ ie yas 
jou grow big ogto'l ade Ms qe bk | 
+ Wed ie 
a) gro onium wiel moze riots 197 a 


HOD nl ° sonbeot vid ry votq pee? pie 

todisld tdyin tA .boodwdityion ot) +d crore 
ofl cetoob bas ewohutye otf tovo aud | 9 
bonisetur evewhs savor eit bats hroezotben aa 
of bine et at 9onO bagel te geuls ba ae 
wil) Mid «gues oF “yuri oid ot oan 


tid bovee sero etl to 22 acorns 
a 


7 vic 


botesT ‘Geto Le 


pvab oi) ye ont ni Aohong oft He oT 7 : 
of oontites Lars: Isitt lo only 8 eB OZ BvE 9% 407 ; 
isvitis’ Ybsiliooy 8 eee 1 wiodittin hl rotg* 
dioines tnods yety rote Yo gungvad be i9q 
sien fat viptifiin ibida prisons vorsisttt 4 
-i11i to vied eet ag donb died arivienve evewls 
, dg : 
Hluoiftiy yfleisoqes anv qiilic 
nwtbuoY! — botola) OE Tobie ra 
-igod sintyaV  bewsse ‘gd yo volute rtf 
havent) senavod noteniiemes eit poe c oD i 
lyindod  jlsnolos: siargi y wos 


> 198 reibsgind ot botoreeriq: enw rote 


oie Sth dS $ Bi nS 


GENERAL MUHLENBERG’S VALLEY FORGE HEADQUARTERS 


eda TAAUQUARH FDGOF YaLIAV 


SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 97 


Muhlenberg was advanced to the rank of brig- 
adier general, the same rank was also given to 
Colonels Weedon and Woodford, the latter hav- 
ing returned to the service. Woodford, though 
he had been out of the army for some time, now 
claimed to be senior brigadier general of the 
Virginia line because he had been that state's 
oldest colonel. 

The question was not of much importance 
until the dismissal of Major General Stephen, 
for misconduct at the battle of Germantown, 
created a vacancy which it was thought might 
be filled by the appointment of the senior brig- 
adier general from Virginia, Stephen being 
from that state. 

To decide the question a board of general 
officers met at Valley lorge March 2, 1778. 
By a majority of one vote General Woodford 
was recognized as senior, but because the vote 
was so close the board agreed to reter final 
decision to Congress. 

General Muhlenberg had gone to his home 
in Woodstock to adjust his long neglected pri- 
vate affairs, and while there he learned of the 
question about semority. Ile therefore hasten- 
ed back to Valley Forge without accomplishing 
the object of his trip. lt was then his firm pur- 
pose to resign his commission in the army. 

A cominittee of Congress was in the camp, 
and Muhlenberg wrote to this committee setting 
forth his claim. In a letter to Washington a 
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little later he indicated that he was warranted 
in resigning if he were subjected to the humilia- 
tion of having Woodford recognized as his 
senior. 

Officers were resigning right and left at 
that time, most of them because they received 
no adequate pay and their families were in need. 

Washington replied to Muhlenberg, April 
10, in the following words: 

“In answer to yours of this morning | have 
only to say that the matter respecting your rank 
and that of Generals Woodford, Weedon and 
Scott has been fully discussed several times by 
Congress, the committees of Congress and a 
board of general officers, whose opinions all 
seemed to correspond. 

"This contradicts the report that Cougress 
were at all events determined to vive a prefer- 
-ence to General Woodford, as it appears to me 
that their determination was founded upon the 
proceedings of the general officers. Their re- 
port was short, because they had papers before 
them which fully evinced that the respective 
claims had been duly considered, and there was 
therefore no need of recapitulating all that had 
passed. You know my opinion, which has been 
given in a conversation between us. 

“I cannot judge of the feeling of others, 
but my own should generally be regulated by 
the opinions of a set of gentlemen who | conceive 
have been actuated by the purest principles of 
impartiality and justice; and | do not think that 
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any officer will look upon a subinission to their 
decision as dishonorable. I would not be 
thought to press you to a hasty decision upon 
this matter; but when you consider that we are 
upon the verge of the campaign, you will think 
with me that no time is to be lost; because if 
a successor should be necessary he will scarcely 
have time to be acquainted with the brigade 
before they are called to action.” 

No incident in his career so disproves the 
legend of a headstrong, impetuous Peter 
Muhlenberg as does the outcome of this con- 
troversy about rank. llad he been the wild 
fireeater of tradition surely he would have fol- 
lowed General Weedon's course and resigned. 
Instead he remained at his post, accepting 
Washington's assurances that no dishonor was 
involved, which was supplemented by a resolu- 
tion passed unanimously im Congress that the 
arrangement as to the Virginia generals “was 
founded upon principles not affecting the per- 
sonal characters or comparative merits of those 
officers.” | 

General Weedon did not return to the ser- 
vice until 1780. 

For a time Muhlenberg was the only Vir- 
ginia general on duty at Valley Forge. In 
May he was commanding a division. 


Aids Christopher Sower 


At Valley Forge General Muhlenberg 
further evidenced his greatheartedness when 
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he interceded on behalf of Christopher Sower, 
the German printer of Germantown who had 
been taken into custody because he was_ sus- 
pected of sympathizing with the enemy. 

In the same year that General Muhlen- 
bery’s father, the Rev. Hlenry Melchior Muhtlen- 
berg, had built Augustus Church, at) Vrappe, 
1743, the elder Christopher Sower, in German- 
town, had printed his first American edition of 
the Bible in any Ikuropean tongue. Sower also 
published a newspaper that had a large ‘cireu- 
lation among the German settlers, and iany 
religious books came from his press. 

Christopher Sower and Ilenry  Melehior 
Muhlenberg represented opposite types of lead- 
ership, Muhlenberg had a mind open to pro- 
gressive ideas. Ile was friendly with the clergy 
of the Anglican and Presbyterian churches. In 
the middle of the eighteenth century, when a 
group of leaders in Pennsylvania affairs brought 
about the organization of the Soeicty for the 
Propagation of Christian Knowledge Among 
the Germans of America, Pastor Muhlenberg 
gave his cordial support to the movement. On 
the other hand, Sower represented the extremes 
of conservatism, and opposed the school plan. 
This and other subicets afforded him occasion 
for attacks upon Vastor Muhlenberg im his 
paper. 

The elder Sower died, and his son of the 
saine name continued the publishing house, at- 
taining wealth. He was a minister of the 
Church of the Brethren, or Dunkers, and be- 
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cause of his religious beliefs he refused to sub- 
scribe to the declaration of allegiance to the 
American cause when the Revolution opened. 
Two of his sons identified themselves with the 
British, and the father made his home in Phila- 
delphia during the winter of the British oecu- 
pation of the city. Upon the evacuation of 
Philadelphia the two sons departed with the 
British, but the father returned to his home in 
Germantown on May 22, 1778. Vwo mehts 
later a detachment of Ameriean troops sur- 
rounded the house and arrested Sower. \WWVhat 
followed he deseribed in his journal in these 
words: 

“It was a dark night. They led me through 
the Indian corn fields, where, | could not come 
along as fast as they wanted me to go. ‘They 
frequently struck me im the back with thei 
bayonets tll they brought me to Bastian 
Millers barn, where they kept me till next 
morning. ‘Then they stripped me naked to the 
skin and gave me an old) shirt) and breeches 
much torn, then cut my beard and hair, and 
painted me with oil colors red and black, and 
so led me along barefooted and bareheaded on 
a very hot sunshiny day. * * * On the 26th, 
at 9 o'clock, | arrived at the camp and was sent 
to the provo. 

“My accusation in the miuttimus was an 
oppressor of the righteous and a spy. On the 
27th, in the morning, God moved the heart of 
the most generous General Muhlenberg to come 
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to me and enquire into my affairs, and promised 
that he would speak to General Washington 
and procure me a hearing, and the next day 
sent me word that | should make a petition to 
General Washmeton, which | did; and through 
the good hand of Providence and the faithful 
assistance of the said General Muhlenberg, | 
was permitted to 
29th of May.” 

Thus the son of the Lutheran leader whom 
the elder Sower had maligned came to. the 
rescue of the younger Sower when he was in 
dire distress. 


go out of the provo on the 


Subsequently in proceedings instituted by 
the state of Pennsylvania Sower was called upon 
to stand trial on a charge of treason. Ele ignored 
the notification, in consequence of which all his 
property was confiscated and sold. 


Military Activities in 1778 and 1779 


As spring approached Washington asked 
his generals to give their opinions as to three 
possible courses of action—-to remain in camp 
at Valley Forge, to attack the British im Phila- 
delphia or to move against New York. In his 
reply Muhlenberg stated his) convietion§ that 
continued inactivity would be fatal, and that he 
favored transferring the scene of war to New 
York, where it would be easier to provision the 
army than in exhausted Pennsylvania and where 
the New England states would come to the aid 
of the army. By such a movement the enemy 
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would inevitably be driven to evacuate Phila- 
delphia in order to protect New York. 

News of the French alliance greatly stimu- 
lated the inchnation for action. A council of 
officers convened on June 17, 1778, to consider 
the feasibility of attacking Philadelphia. ‘The 
decision against such action was unanimous, 
but the following day the British evacuated 
Philadelphia, and the American army im- 
mediately set out from Valley lorge toward 
New Jersey in pursuit of the British on their 
march toward New. York. 

General Greene haying been appomted 
quartermaster general, General Charles Lec 
now succeeded him as commander of the di- 
vision consisting of the brigades of Muhlenberg: 
and Seott. Vhus Muhlenberg once more was 
under the officer who had been lis superior in 
the opening years of the war in’ the South. 
Greene, however, had stipulated that m_ battle 
he should command his) old division, [lence 
when the Americans encountered the British at 
Monmouth, New Jersey, on June 28, Muhlen- 
berg’s men were not in Lee's command when 
the retreat of that general moved \Washimeton 
to a memorable outhurst of wrath. 

After the battle of Monmouth Muhlen- 
berg’s command, and indeed the entire army 
under Washington's immediate direction, took 
part in no further important engagement until 
the end of the war, in Virginia, three years later, 

Washington concentrated his army. at 


White Plains, N. Y., and all he could do with 
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the ineffective troops and inadequate supplies 
available was to try to hold the Hudson High- 
lands as a center of strength for the Americans. 

Raiding parties went out in search of sup- 
plies, and sometimes clashes occurred between 
small forces of Americans and British. \Vhile 
at White Plains Muhlenberg commanded a 
body of picked troops that made reconnats- 
sances in the direction of the enemy's lines. 
Later in the year his brigade was one of those 
stationed at \Vest Point. 

When Washington sought the opinion of 
the generals, in October, 1778, as) to winter 
quarters, Muhlenberg again) proposed, as he 
had the preceding year, that the army be seat- 
tered, instead of being concentrated, and 
furthermore he urged that, with the example 
of the distress at Valley Forge in mind, the 
preparation of winter quarters should not be 
delayed until December. An arrangement such 
as Muhlenberg suggested was adopted, the 
army being quartered at different places in New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. 

Having been unable to conclude a_ satis- 
factory adjustment of his. private affairs in 
Woodstock on his brief visit the preceding 
winter, Muhlenberg now applied to \Washing- 
ton, on October 22, for permission to go to 
Virginia for this purpose. [le reminded \Wash- 
ington that when he hastened back from Vir- 
ginia after that futile visit he had expected to 
resign and thus be at liberty to look after his 
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long deferred personal problems, but as he had 
yielded to Washington's request to remain in 
the army his own affairs were held in abeyance. 
Respecting his belongings in) Woodstock he 
wrote: 

“TL left my household furniture, stock, ete., 
in the glebe at Dunmore, which | rented for 
one year, from the 10th of January last, under 
the care of an overseer, who, | am informed, is 
gone on the Indian expedition, and the vestry 
likewise notify me that they wish my effects 
removed to make room for a minister. As the 
enemy have already broke me up in Philadel- 
phia, | wish to save the little | have left in 
Virginia, as | could not in justice to my family 
continue in the service unless I knew them in 
some sort provided for. | do not, however, 
mean to ask permission to go so long as your 
Excellency shall think my services wanted.” 

Washington replied that both \Woodford 
and Scott had gone to Virginia and Muhlen- 
berg was the only remaining Virginia general, 
and therefore Washington hoped he would defer 
his visit. Thus he remained with the army 
throughout the winter. 

Muhlenberg’s brigade and that of Wood- 
ford at this time constituted a division com- 
manded by General Putnam, As Putnam was 
often engaged elsewhere Muhlenberg  com- 
manded the division during most of the winter. 

This winter of 1778-9 passed much more 
comfortably than the preceding one at Valley 
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Forge. Sometimes Muhlenberg entertained in 
his headquarters at West Poimt, for he delighted 
in the company of congemal souls. Qne account 
mentions that on November 3 forty-one officers 
were his guests and fourteen different dishes 
were on the table. Afterwards, with General 
Putnam presiding, the euests responded to 
toasts, sang song's, listened to music and wound 
up the evening with a dance. 

At the end of November the division under 
Muhlenberg was ordered from West Point to 
join the main contingent of the army at Middle- 
brook, New Jersey. Tfere also he was able to 
indulge his spirit of hospitality. On New Year's 
Day, 1779, he gave a ball and) supper, when, 
according to Dr. ‘Vhatcher, “not one of the 
company was permitted to retire until 3 o'clock 
in the morning.” 

The chief event of the ensuing summer of 
1779 in which Muhlenberg’s troops shared was 
the storming of Stony Point. 

Irom his base at New York General Clin- 
ton by a sudden dash up the Iludson Valley 
captured the American posts at Stony Point 
and Verplank’s Point. Washington planned to 
recapture Stony Point, an important stronghold 
along the Iludson. General Wayne was dele- 
gated to make the attack, with General Mulhlen- 
berg supporting hin. ‘The plan was suceess- 
fully carried out on July 15.) General Muhlen- 
berg, with 300 men from his brigade, was sta- 
tioned so they could either come to the aid of 
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Wayne in the attack upon the British or else 
cover the retreat of the assailing force if it met 
with uusfortune. Wayne executed the duty 
assigned him so effectively that the help of 
Muhlenbere’s detachment was not needed. 
With the army inactive most of the tine, 
confusion resulted from desertions and lack of 
discipline, and Muhlenberg was much occupied 
trying to rectify affairs in his command. 


Takes Command in Virginia 


The winter of 1779-80 the army spent in the 
vicinity of Morristown, N. J. As the British 
at this time were sending troops to the South, 
all the Virginia regiments with Washington 
were ordered to Charleston, S. ©., 1n December, 
1779, and Muhlenberg was directed to take 
command of the Aimerican forces im Virginia. 
He spent some weeks in Philadelphia, and ar- 
rived in Virginia in February, 1780. 

The two Carolinas, Georgia, and Virginia, 
now became the seene of the principal military 
operations of the Revolution. The British cap- 
tured Charleston, South Carolina, and numerous 
conflicts occurred between small bodies of par- 
tisans. Conditions in many parts of the Caro- 
linas were little short of anarchy. Supporters 
of Great Britain organized many companies, 
and bitter internecine warfare resulted between 
them and the patriots. 

Upon Virginia the chief reliance had to be 
placed to keep the southern army supplied with 


73 VC) ee 
be! «J 4 4s 


f it ‘ 


wv 


TO! “WolTvusoOvan auT M1 qoLvemae 


vi es 


bas 
= is | 
hag) 


i 


vely va Heit: oft nog Apatis oat nies 
Muy ti li satel gatligaep ort te. 1eoTyyt old 19 
viuh vii betuosny oes VW oust Ae 
te Gled ot dads ai viisetle oa penta be ; 
boo ton enw tomiiiostub e yrodeotely: 
mi wh lo teom sveose sear lt si ne 
to» das bus enoitiozsh wot hotlpeer cota 

beiquaoa tomer me windyoldnl buns onile 


Dine (T1T(tD ginf tu highs eee on we 


iis 
{ 
{ 


pier igtiV nti bowmanod 


ly ane dere ye YIUtR ott GB-OS TE lo vebehive pa 
dettiwH oh «A 4 AM uawoteivielh to ye 
Minor oli of aqooud gathuse view gnnid ¢ 
nofenides  diiw ebweuatyer sinigniY . : 
jadi ni. .d. no ieatrad dot 
eins a sigan: “enw: eontay 
ine 4 ont esol manors. 
16 bap ‘pila tsb atid") oi edoow 
ORXI Nace! ui ti 
aig VY bis argon) anniloig > owt of 
‘rutiliin inqioniv off to S092 ott atte 
-qeo dain od TY  .nointewedl oilt w esroude ap 
enovrornn bas .aflote > nee ete 
“aq Hi waibod iintne wevewed bon 
“na ) Sd We 2b P recs i poet. 
belecrinc yori Fo Prot i, as 
eS “Cree pve 
oe rad brains sehew ‘risbtev bhi 
| any hs “et 
6d ot bad sortniley pear sdb 
Adi aks sates 


are: 
0) 


108 THE FIGHTING PARSON 


men and food, for Virginia was then the richest 
and most populous of the thirteen states, and so 
far it had suffered comparatively little from the 
war. 

Muhlenbere first went to Richmond to col- 
lect men and munitions, But recruiting was at 
a low ebb, and prices of goods were at an 
astounding level. Muhlenberg himself had to 
pay $20,000 for a horse, the payment being in 
the greatly depreciated Continental currency. 
Even after) Muhlenberg got together some 
troops the state of Virgima had no money with 
which to pay them, so that it was necessary to 
furlough them. ‘Troops that remained could 
not parade for lack of clothes. The situation 
becaine worse in May, 1780, when by the 
capitulation of Charleston to the British all the 
regular troops of Virginia became prisoners of 
war in the hands of the foe. 

General Gates was now appointed to com- 
mand a new American army in the South, and 
most of that army was to be raised in Virginia, 
Washington implored Muhlenberg to hasten re- 
cruiting. At Muhlenberg’s suggestion the Vir- 
ginia Legislature on August 1 authorized a 
draft of 3000 men, though Muhlenberg had 
asked for 5000. 

By September 1, 1780, Muhlenberg, at 
Chesterfield, Virginia, had several regiments 
filled. But they lacked clothing and arms. [lis 
letters to Congress in Philadelphia had brought 
no response, so he sent Colonel Febiger to the 
capital to obtain the supplies needed. The Vir- 


MOesad OMITHOM ST ‘oh 


rotoin ont nod) ean widiga Yawk bool fia % 
oe bas ,eotaie soostids ont To anoluqog deo 
of) crt olnil ylovitmiugoo, bvsothie, ea ie 


-lo> of broutdoitl of Mow Jew oyrtoeabiter Mh ‘ty 
te enw. yall tael BPO het MOLE ‘on of a 
is, «63 TOY ebowe to ool yar ids woh bai 
ot bed Heer wrodasldais. doyot ga@ilocns 
rh wera dering * The rtd & tel WHOLE 
prem lnavertae d botsioug of yiiporg of 4 1 
yittee ‘rortovot fey urodroter lA reths 19" a 
hiv yaoi on bed aria te opi oot ey ort 
of yiseeasen cow Mt teds oe nodt yag o1 doidw 
bluos. beuiswaa ind eqoett 409s dyuolu 
qounniin of P aol lie daval woh ohigad, i 
of} vd. wodw OBNT jyeld oi seew. omeaedie 
odt fie dail ofy ot conaabyaat 3 le an iat | 
lo etonozniq oehoed nine to eqooat 138 as 5 
col gi ie vboned oil ‘it 78) 
nor of be a viol ene? “ods ope" 
bers oem seed Pra a mag riragst hy ee i ai 68 
pinigs 2 at hearst od ob an ee 
-'t aden «) aaron ae oy 30 Ai 
iy of) nonergnt « ey jpmap vi tim 
Gi fesirodion : denna, At gots 
be! rr mbuotala bh QUE bo 


16 * diene doi 
einsiniget inverse, bet | ran 
vith .2stree does gitidtols be Bes xt 
trhenond fustl pier ur i a a 

; La 


sy af 14 
“iV a 


SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 109 


ginia recruits were forwarded to Gates at Hills- 
boro, North Carolina. Gates fought the battle 
of Camden, in South Carolina, meeting a severe 
defeat. 

Handicapped on every side, Muhlenberg 
nevertheless souclit to provide the men so badly 
needed farther south to stem the advance of the 
British, under Lord Cornwallis, who now men- 
aced Virginia itself. Tlis desperate efforts in 
October. brought down upon Muhlenberg the 
reprool of Gates, who objected because the men 
Muhlenberg sent him were without clothes, 
blankets, arms or accoutrements, coustitutine 
“a naked rabble.” » 

Now Chnton sent 3000 British troops from 
New York, under General Leshe, to Virginia. 
They arrived in the James River at Portsmouth 
on October 15.) Muhlenberg kept such troops 
as were at hand and set about assenibling a mew 
army for the defense of Virginia. Vhe British 
raided the country along the James River. 
Militia assembled, and) Muhlenberg took post 
fifteen miles from the enemy's lines. -laving 
collected 5000 inen, he advanced with them 
against Leslie's army and drove in the pickets. 
In November the British boarded them ships 
and sailed back to New York, whereupon the 
Virgitia militia were permitted to return home. 

Meanwhile General Greene had superseded 
Gates in command of the American forces m 
the South, and General Steuben was sent to 
take command in Virginia. Steuben arrived on 
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December 1, 1780, and assumed charge of the 
forwarding of troops to Greene’s army, farther 
south. .\ court martial of Gates was ordered, 
and Muhlenberg was appointed a member of 
the court. But the army officers were so much 
occupied about this time that the court never 
met, and Congress finally rescinded the order 
for the trial. 

Steuben found limself in a dilemma, for 
while Greene was badly in need of reintorce- 
ments for the southern army, Governor Vhotmas 
Jefferson and the people of Virginia protested 
against sending away more troops, believing 
their state was liable to a British invasion from 
the ocean. Another annoying feature was that so 
many American olfcers supposed to be on duty 
were at their homes or on jaunts about the 
state, notwithstanding Muhlenberg’s orders had 
called on them to report to their commands. 

When Steuben, in December, directed a 
contingent of 400 men from Muhlenberg's com- 
mand to join Greene in North Carolina, the 
officers signed a paper refusing to mareh be- 
cause they had not been paid aud food aud 
proper clothing had not been provided. Muthlen- 
berg, with Cole Harrison and Greene, induced 
the officers to withdraw the paper and march to 
North Carolina on December 14. 

The British had not abandoned the idea of 
subduing Virginia. Ou January 2, 1781, a fleet 
arrived at Portsmouth with 2000 British troops 
under command of General Benedict Arnold, 
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through whose treason the year before the 
Americans had nearly lost West Point. Arnold 
took possession of Richmond, causing much 
damage there, but he soon retired down the 
James River. 

Muhlenberg was in \Woodstock on leave of 
absence at this time. Ele had been home only 
three days when a messenger arrived from Gen- 
eral Steuben telling of the new invasion and 
asking him to take steps to protect northern 
Virginia. Ile set out immediately for Ired- 
ericksburg, and there began collecting — the 
militia, which foree, in response to further 
orders from Steuben, he led on to the James, 
taking post with 800 infantry and some cavalry 
at Cabin Point. Steuben had his headquarters 
in Richmond, while) Muhlenberg comunanded 
in the field, instituting measures to check further 
raiding by Arnold. 

A plan was proposed about this) time to 
capture Arnold. ‘Lhomas Jelferson, governor 
of Virginia, wrote to Muhlenberg urging the 
plan be executed by “men from the western 
side of the mountains —that is, men from 
Muhlenberg’s Shenandoah Valley—-who were 
known to Muhlenberg personally. Tf suecess- 
ful a reward of SOOO guineas was promised to 
the party. ‘There is reason to believe that an 
attempt was made to seize the traitor, but de- 
tails of the undertaking were never revealed. 
Because just such a project was feared Arnold 
was so carefully guarded that he could not be 
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isolated and taken. According to one version, 
Colonel George Rogers Clark, a frontier hero, 
was chosen to direct the venture. A tradition 
of the incident tells that one of Clark's party 
was captured by the British and brought be- 
fore Arnold. “What would be my fate if the 
Americans caught me?” asked Arnold. ‘The 
reply was: “We would cut off that shortened 
leg wounded at Quebce and Saratoga and bury 
it with the honors of war, and then hang the 
rest of you.” 

A small French fleet appeared off Ports- 
mouth, and Muhlenberg had high hopes the 
American army and the French navy would 
combine in an attack that would result in the 
taking of Arnold and his whole command, 
Muhlenberg now had about 2000 men. But the 
French ships refused to stay, the commander 
saying the [Elizabeth River was too shallow for 
his ships. Muhlenberg implored him at least 
to remain where he was to prevent the escape 
of the British, but the French ships sailed away 

General Lafayette was now assigned to 
command the American: army in Virginia, 
Washington realizing the likelihood of tmport- 
ant developments there provided he could in- 
duce the French naval forces to lend their aid. 
Toward such co-operation it was naturally ex- 
pected that Lafayvette’s influence would count 
for much. lafayette brought with him 1200 men 
from the Continental army on the Tludson. 
Muhlenberg meanwhile kept Arnold confined in 
a narrow sector. 


KOUTAT OMUPHOM BHT) | 


oletay ong of gribtooA, oodet bap barstoer 
wot twitter s abal) etyyotk syxce fom ole xd a 


noiibsnt 4. onpavy oft Goer ot mgezodo 2 ws 

vitsy 2 disl) bo sew tet ellos havbioni vd a 
-od tiyootd bus devinel off yd bonigno ge e 
- 7 Tae 
ot Ho atst vie ved Dhow, hearle howls, on or iey 
a 


oft dows, bodem “Soe dbyuno abcoitag son | 
bone Prorle basal filo MD Lyhager ie ” vi~ Leh iG | 
vin bus 2% woul ie bits oudon)) Je bebouow aN ! 
ot yaytael ey has iunw to amon Byif) Lil 
“pov lid 
-tw'l, te hotmoqqgs tool donner? Heme A poll 
ory epost bot fossil vrsdi ait lev “be 
blinove . yy donot ott be -ce0ety un2rI90 i yi 
ott at tineo biweew tot qos ae itil oO. 
Speen shoul vial bees. byfeorta ds lo yuh fs) 
oi dull or G008 gade bed wow wiadiolris ME 
vabrigirmron lt Wile wh bonito oo. LOND Se | 
ql vpollitl oot eh Tovtyl diveissid ah vee 
taal io omit botolqatt grodestdaldl eh 
acsco HY Mievoty OF em ol gather ) 
mas boltpe equity thot oalt sand sted 
ey Lonmaiaes ron ewe sito bled ; 
ater / om Vite nxoirannd. oat basm 
~propiat TO bonidilodt ol ‘guisitest woes 
-nt bhnes of hubby nt aiverngely vob” 
Aik tih bul of cone) eae dowett oi 4 
“7% hay ets best hw i" HOt hs Beem na a 
tenos bhwow oorrsahlin ottone } 
ror GOT idl rpive theron oo toyel st uk 
noebull ott ne sana hi itm 


° ett borin sig _ hide 


i ee 


es vay ! i} Kh ya 
* eee on + 
m) Sv * f eh : Z mea. " ta 
'- + d Al ‘ , i me ” ¥ ey - Foe tee ‘ 
ai - J ee PS 7) Des ie eT i "f Is " 


ae ve ‘ir i 
a th >: pies axons 2 Reon me Pan a e 


SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTION 113 


A curious British “joke caused Aluhlen- 
berg some annoyance and anxiety at this time. 
fle had sent 350 men, in command ot Colonel 
Parker, to attack a British post at Great Bridge. 
They captured the post and also several British 
gunboats. Ou one of the boats they found the 
baggage of Captam Stevenson, commander at 
Great bridge. [’xamining this the Americans 
came upon what seemed to be a letter written 
by Stevenson and addressed to General Gregory, 
commander of the North Carolina: militia, sta- 
tioned nearby. The letter discussed a plan for 
Gregory s surrender to Licutenant Colonel 
simeoe, of the British army. Parker turned the 
letter over to General Muhlenberg, who ordered 
the arrest of Gregory. Suspicion had prevailed 
for some time among the -\iericans that. bene- 
dict Arnold was not the only traitor in their 
ranks. Now it looked as though one had been 
caught. Simeoe heard of what had occurred, 
and he wrote to Colonel Varker declaring that 
the letter was only a joke and that there had 
been nu negotiations between lim and Gregory. 
Gregory was released, but because of the teel- 
ing aroused aganist him he left the army, 

While Arnold was ino Virgina General: 
Muhlenberg received at least two letters trom 
him. ‘To the first letter he did not reply, as ts 
indicated by Arnold's second missive. Nor ts 
there any record as to the outcome of the 
questions that Arnold raised. Arnold's second 
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letter, dated Headquarters, Portsmouth, March 
14, 1781, was as follows: | 

“| wrote you the 8th instant, by Lieutenant 
Herron, respecting the detention of a flag ol 
truce, which left this place on the Ist of lebru- 
ary, with iny permission, to go to Westover, to 
which | beg leave to refer, and to which | have 
not received an answer. | have therelore sent 
Lieutenant Learmouth with a flag for an answer 
to my letter referred to, and expect, as you are 
a gentlemen, that an explicit and not an evasive 
answer will be returned to me. The violation 
of a flay of truce is so unprecedented among 
civilized, nay among savage nations, and calls 
so loudly for redress or retaliation that I esteem 
it my duty to demand to know for what reasons 
mine has been violated in the instance of Licu- 
tenant Hare, and that the vessel and people 
should be immediately released and returned to 
me. If I receive not a satisfactory answer or 
you persist to act in defhance of the law of a- 
tions, | shall be under the necessity of taking 
such measures, however disagreeable, and which 
I have hitherto avoided, as will teach a proper 
respect to flags of truce, and will convince those 
“in power among you that | am not to be trifled 
with. 

“T beg you to remember that | have hither- 
to spared your defenseless towns and private 
property. | wish not to be forced into acts of 
severity at which the humane heart would re- 
coil. 
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“T beg leave also to observe (in compassion 
to your people prisoners with me) that | have 
either received tone or evasive answers to every 
proposal | have nade for an exchange of those 
unhappy people.” 

On March 19, 1781, Lafayette arrived in 
Muhlenberg’s camp at Sutlolk, twenty-six miles 
southwest of Norfolk, but he soon returned to 
his own troops, at the head of Chesapeake bay, 
leaving Muhlenberg still in) command of the 
forces opposing the British. A fleet brought 
3000 men to reinforce Arnold, and it looked as 
though the purpose of the British was to lorm 
a junction with Lord Cornwallis’ army, in North 
Carolina. The Virginia militia who had served 
their term of three months insisted on going 
home. Muhlenberg, describing the situation, 
wrote that the iiilitia “have partly discharged 
themselves and conipelled me to discharge the 
remainder.” One hundred deserted in one night. 
He was therefore under the necessity of retir- 
ing from the position he held close to the 
enemy's lines. [le now had only 800 men, with 
but five rounds of cartridges. “So,” he wrote ina 
letter, “nobody will be surprised if on the 
enemys coming out | take myself out of lis 
reach.” 

A large force of the British, under command 
of General Phillips and General Arnold, went 
up the James Kiver in boats, debarking at City 
Point on April 24, 1781. General Muhlenberg 
placed his men, now numbering 1000, between 
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the British and Richmond, and General Steuben 
assumed command, An engagement continuing 
two hours ensued, sixty to seventy .\mericans 
being killed, while the British loss was trifling. 
The Americans retreated to Richmond. 

roth in general orders and in lis report to 
Congress General Steuben warmly praised 
Muhlenberg and his nen for their stand against 
great odds, saying: “General Mulidenbere merits 
nly particular acknowledvinents for the eood 
disposition which he made and the great gal- 
lantry with which he executed it.” 

Minally on April 29 Lafayette and his de- 
tachment arrived, and Lafayette took command 
of operations in Virginia, while Muhlenberg 


My as 


senior brigadicr general, was assigned to the 
Continental troops that Lafayette had brought 
with him. Washington further — reinforced 
Lafayette by sending to Virginia 900 men of 
the Pennsylvania line, under General \uthony 
Wayne. 

Some of the harassing experiences which 
Muhlenberg encountered in trying to maintain 
discipline among the troops are suggested in a 
letter from hint to General Washington 9 on 
July 2, 1781, trom Cumberland Old Court 
House, Va. Ele reported that cleven men had 
deserted, but “the most notorious villa of the 
whole” was apprehended, and after a court 
martial was sentenced to be shot. [le admitted 
deserting four times, stealing a horse, forging 
Mtihlenberg’s name to discharge papers and a 
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pass and also joining the British. Nevertheless 
Muhlenberg wrote he was “loath to order his 
execution until | could receive directions from 
your I*xcellency.” Llowever, other oflicers 
protested against clemeney or delay, and Muh- 
ienberg therefore approved the sentence, and 
it was executed on July 16. Washington sub- 
sequently sanctioned all that had been done in 
the case. 


The Yorktown Campaign 


The British general, Lord Cornwalhs, after 
a series of musadventures in North Carolina, 
made his way with lis army to Petersburg, Va., 
where he combined forces with Arnold on May 
20, 1781. Southeastern Virginia was ravaged, 
the state government fleecing to Charlottesville. 
Cornwallis finally fixed upon Yorktown as his 
base of operations, and there he succeeded in 
bottling himself up so effeetively that a splendid 
opportunity was offered to the Americans to 
win a decisive victory. 

At New York Washington, with his small 
Continental army, continued to maneuver about 
the British in a way that caused Sir Tlenry 
Clinton, their commander, to hesitate about 
sending more men to Virginia. Nor were many 
new troops coming from lengland, for at this 
time Great Britain was facing the united oppo- 
sition of Franee, Spain, [lolland and the United 
States, and was carrying on widespread naval 
operations against these powers. So Cornwallis 
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was left. to look after himself as best he could. 

Washington sent word to Count DeGrasse, 
commander of a Irrench tleet then in the West 
Indies, urging him to bring his ships into Chesa- 
peake Bay. In his camp on the Hudson Wash- 
ington continued his poliey of keeping Clinton 
occupied. Suddenly on September 2 \Washing- 
ton and the Continentals, together with the 
French allies under Rochambeau, left the [ud- 
son and proceeded on forced marches through 
New Jersey and Philadelphia to the head of 
Chesapeake Day. Thence they were carried on 
French transports to the neighborhood of York- 
town. 

Before the arrival of Washington Lafayette 
feared Cornwallis might make a desperate effort 
to save himself by breaking through — the 
American line and seeking refuge in) North 
Carolina. Vo Wayne and Muhlenberg was 
given the duty of preventing such a move. 
Muhlenberg tirst concerned hinsell with vetting 
out the North Carolina militia and destroying 
bridges, mills and provisions. ‘Then he posted 
his troops as close as possible to the British 
line at Yorktown where the movements of the 
enemy could be kept under observation, 

All the American brigades were pitifully 
weak. In the summer of 1781) Muhlenberg's 
brigade consisted of SOO men. By October it 
had been increased to LOOO, 

On September 1+ Washington and Count 
Rochambeau, the latter commanding the French 
troops, were at Williamsburg, Virginia. Soon 
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the combined armies began their advance upon 
Yorktown. ‘The investment of the British lines 
was under way by the end of September, the 
purpose being to besiege the enemy and make 
gradual advances upon him. 

The French and American forces totaled 
16,600 men, they being about equally divided 
between the two nationalities. Cornwallis had 
about 8000 men. 

Announcing the line of battle in’ general 
orders on September 27, \Washington — placed 
the brigades of Muhlenberg and [lazen on the 
right of the front line, under command of 
Lafayette, and Muhlenberg’s brigade, preceded 
by Colonel Lewis’ Corps of kiflemen, was to 
constitute the advanced guard. 

The siege continued without conflicts of 
moment until the meht of OQetober 15, when 
two flank redoubts of the british were stormed 
and captured with the bayonet. The attack on 
one redoubt was made by a French detachment. 
Two brigades of Americans under command of 
Muhlenberg captured the other redoubt. 

Many accounts say Colonel Alexander 
Hamilton led the American storming party on 
this oceasion. It has been shown, however, 
that, while Colonel -tlanulton commanded a 
regiment in the attack and acquitted himseli 
with heroism, the movement was in charge of 
Muhlenberg as commander of the two brigades. 

After attaining the interior of the redoubt 
Muhlenberg was slightly injured, and hence 
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Hamilton wrote the report of the movement, 
which caused credit to be given him as com- 
mander. It was characteristic of Muhlenberg 
that he did not enter into controversy about the 
matter subsequently, 

An obituary article in the Aurora, Phila- 
delphia, at the time of General Muhlenberg’s 
death asserted he led the storming party at 
Yorktown and “displayed the hero, the human 
man, and gave a luster to the name of American 
by blending valor and itrepidity with mapna- 
nimity—-having entered the breach and every 
man of his party, himself included, wounded, he 
nobly stayed the hand of his fellow-citizens 
from the exercise of the lawful rights of war; 
he stormed, conquered and = spared the van- 
quished.” 

One of his aides who survived until 1840 
was quoted as declaring that General Muhlen- 
berg led the storming party in person. 

By the loss of the flank redoubts Cornwallis 
was convinced his position was no longer ten- 
able. A parley between the opposing forces 
took place on October 17, culminating in the 
surrender of the british army two days later. 

Muhlenberg suffered from ill health at this 
time. On October 23 he wrote to \Washington 
from Williamsburg saying he had been afflicted 
with a violent fever for ten days and asking 
that he be permitted to go to his home in \Wood- 
stock. Since he had entered the service he had 
been able to spend but three days in \Woodstock. 
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The permission sought was granted, and Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg remained with his) fanuly in 
the Shenandoah Valley until the following 
spring. 


Final Scenes of the War 


Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown virtu- 
ally ended the war. But that fact was not then 
evident. The British still held such important 
centers as New York, Charleston and Savannah. 
The Americans were exhausted, both in man 
power and in finances. Only with strong lrench 
aid had Yorktown been won. [low long such 
aid might continue was uncertain. On the 
other hand England also was keenly — feeling 
the losses of the lone war against three great 
European nations, and the Whigs in England 
urged that the American war be abandoned in 
order to concentrate effort on the contlict else- 
where. ‘The latter policy eventually prevailed. 
But Washington and the other American lead- 
ers could not forecast such action in 1781. 
Hence the only safe course for them was to 
maintain the army at the best strength possible. 

Rochambeau’s lreneh troops remained in 
Virginia during the winter of 1781-2, but in 1782 
they moved to the North. It was then neces- 
sary to begin recruiting in Virginia. ‘To such 
service General Muhlenberg was assigned in the 
spring of 1782, and the troops he assembled 
were forwarded to General Greene's arimy, in 
South Carolina. From his rendezvous at Cuim- 
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berland Old Court Llouse he continued to send 
troops to the army until the british evacuation 
of Charleston made it unnecessary to continue 
military activities in the South. 

Thereafter General Muhlenberg’s  head- 
quarters were in the barracks in Winchester, at 
the foot of the Shenandoah Valley. Ilere he 
was only thirty niles from his family in \Wood- 
stock, and could frequently visit them. It is 
said he sometimes married couples at this tine. 
Recruiting continued until March, 1783, when 
news arrived of the signing of the preluninaries 
for peace. Muhlenberg’s duties then involved 
the disbanding of troops in the service im Vir- 
ginia, his jurisdiction including lort Pitt, where 
Pittsburgh now is, in \Western Pennsylvania. 

On September 30, 1783, Congress promoted 
General Muhlenberg to the rank of major gen- 
eral. Vhe disbanding of the army was ordered 
the following November. 

The same year Muhlenberg became one of 
the original members of the Order of the Cin- 
cinnatt. 


Muhlenberg Memorials at Woodstock 


On returning to \Woodstock Muhlenberg 
met the suggestion that he resume the ministry 
with the comment that “it would never do to 
mount the parson after the soldier.” 

By this time the name of the county of 
which Woodstock was the seat of government 
had been charged from Dunmore to Shenan- 
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doah, for the royal governor of Virginia whose 
name had been adopted when the county was 
created had completely  diseredited himself 
through his aggressions in the early years of 
the war. 

In November, 1783, General Muhlenberg 
removed his family from Woodstock to the 
home of his parents, mm ‘Prappe, Pa. 

The Woodstock church where Muhlenberg 
had preached lus thrilling farewell sermon in 
1776 was abandoned alter the war. ‘The former 
established church of Virgima could now no 
longer claim governmental support through 
taxation. Moreover, most of its ministers were 
in disfavor for having supported the cause of 
the crown, For many years the life of the aver- 
age parson in Virginia had been far from ex- 
emplary. They were not of a type of character 
to cope with difficulties, and when their living 
were taken from them they yielded to the stress 
of conditions and the churches were abandoned 
and the glebe lands sold. Not until after the 
Rev. William Meade became bishop of Virginia, 
in 1829, was the [Episcopal church revived in 
that state. 

The German Lutherans of the Shenandoah 
Valley took steps to effect congregational or- 
ganization independent of the old influences of 
the established chureh, and the Key. Christian 
Streit, who had been chaplain of the German 
Regiment in the early days of the war, became 
pastor of a Lutheran congregation in Winchest- 
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er in 1785.) About 1790 the Rev. Paul Henkel 
assumed the lutheran pastorate ino New 

Market, south of Woodstock, ministering also 
to the Lutherans of Woodstock. Vhe church in 
which Peter Muhlenberg preached stood on the 
borders of the Square in Woodstock until 1848, 
though not regularly used by any congregation. 
In 1803 a Lutheran congregation was organized 
in Woodstock, building its chureh in a different 
part of the town from that where the old church 
stood. ‘This congregation still exists and has a 
large membership. 

An Episcopal parish was founded in \Wood- 
stock in 1882.) Its membership is small, but it 
has built its church close to the site of Muhlen- 
berg’s old church, on the Square, and it claims 
to be the legitimate successor of the original 
Beckford Parish. A sign in front of the church 
reads: 

“Emmanuel [Episcopal Church. Beekford 
Parish. Open daily for prayer and ineditation. 
Sunday service, summer, 8 P. M., winter, 7.30 
P. M. General Peter Muhlenberg was the first 
rector of this church.” 

A large window in the chureh is inseribed 
thus: 

“In memory of General Peter Muhlenberg, 
of Revolutionary fame, the first rector to ofhei- 
ate in the first [piscopal church built in Beck- 
ford Parish, in the Colony of Virginia, upon the 
site of which this church stands.” 
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MUHLENBERG’S CHURCH 
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The Lutheran church in Woodstock also is 
named Imanuel—with one “mm.” 

A pewter conmumtunon set and an altar cloth 
used in the Woodstock church when Peter 
Muhlenberg was the pastor have been preserved 
in Woodstock. Upon the altar cloth the follow- 
ing is embroidered: “Iriederich Tleugerer. [va 
Maragreda Ilengerin. \Wutstack. Gott allein 
die Ehr. 1767." 

In 1930 the people of Woodstock placed a 
bronze tablet upon the front wall of their ancient 
court house, on the Square, commemorating 
both the building of the court house, m 1791, 
and Peter Muhlenberg’s sermon in the church 
on the opposite side of the Square, mi 1776. 
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POLITICAL AND. CIVIC CAREER 


A Journey to the Wilds of Kentucky 


Returning to Pennsylvania after the close 
of the Revolution, General Muhlenberg at first 
contemplated enterime into trade in Philadelphia 
with a brother-in-law who was a merchant. [lis 
earliest mclinations, it will be recalled, were to- 
ward a business career. But the Vhiladelphia 
project did not develop satisfactorily and was 
abandoned. ‘Lhen General Muhlenberg  con- 
sidered settling in Ohio on lands to which he 
was eititled by reason of his military service. 
His quota of such lands totaled 13,000 acres. 

About this time he was appointed to direct 
the distribution of the bounty lands which the 
state of Virginia had granted to the soldiers 
from that state for service in the Revolutionary 
War. These grants were mostly in Virginia's 
western domain, in the Olno Valley, in territory 
later comprised within the states of Ohio and 
Kentucky. Muhlenberg’s official duties required 
him to go to the Falls of the Ohio, now Louts- 
ville, Kentucky. So he decided to make the 
journey to Ohio and Kentucky both in his own 
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interests and as the authorized representative 
of Virginia. He also took with him commis- 
sions to locate lands awarded to General 
Steuben and other oflicers of the Revolutionary 
army. 

A journal which General Muhlembery kept 
during his travels has been preserved, and it 
presents a vivid picture of the difliculties inei- 
dental to the undertaking.  kiding on horse- 
back, he was on the way from February 22, 
1784, until April 11. “Voday a motorcar makes 
the same trip in two days. 

His brother, rederick A.. accompanied him 
from ‘Trappe through Falkner Swamp to the 
house of Irancis Swaine, their brother-in-law, 
in Berks County, where they remaimed over 
night. The next day Prederick returned — to 
Trappe, while the general bought equipment for 
his journey. 

On February 24+ he arrived im Reading, 
staying for a day with relatives.  ltrom the 26th 
until the 28th he was at the home of another 
brother-in-law, the Rev. Chiristopher [e. Shulze, 
at ‘Vulpehocken. 

Progress was difficult because of intense 
cold and deep snow. On March 2 he crossed 
the Susquehanna on the ice at Harris’ Ferry, 
now Harrisburg. \t Carlisle there was another 
short halt, and in the evening General Muhlen- 
berg witnessed a performance of the tragedy 
“Douglas,” given in the old military barracks 
by students of the recently established Dickin- 
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son College. “The whole performance was as 
well as could be expected,” he noted, for evi- 
dently this was not the first time he had endured 
student theatricals. Ilere Captain I’rederick 
Paschke, a Pennsylvania officer in the Revolu- 
tion, joined Muhlenberg and accompanied him 
throughout the journey. 

Continuing through Shippensburg, — the 
passage over the Allegheny Mountains was 
eased somewhat, for, although more than two 
feet of snow covered the primitive road, yet a 
path was broken for Muhlenberg and his com- 
panion by forty pack horses that preceded them. 

Describing his own appearance on the trail, 
he noted when he was at Bedford, on March 6, 
that he resembled Robinson Crusoe—"four 
belts around me, two braces of pistols, a sword 
and rifle slung, besides my pouch and tobacco 
pipe, which is not a small one.” lexposure had 
so tanned his face that the natives mistook him 
for a Spaniard. As no one recognized lim he 
sometimes sat in taverns and listened to loung- 
ers retailing war reminiscences and discussing 
politics, and occasionally he heard his own name 
mentioned, 


ee 


sometiues im one way and some- 
times in another.” 

When the travelers arrived at Fort I’itt, 
now Pittsburgh, on March 10, the ice was 
breaking up in the rivers. ‘Thence the journey 
was to be made in boats on the Ohio, but snow 
storms and other adverse weather conditions 


delayed departure until March 31. 
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Muhlenberg joined fortunes with other 
travelers in a fleet of live boats. One of the 
boats was named for Muhlenberg. Another 
the facetious voyagers dubbed “The Carpenter's 
Mistake.” 

On both sides of the river was a wilderness. 
Rumors told of hostile Indians lurking in’ the 
vicinity. Mrequent stops were made to permit 
hunting ashore. On April 5 a butfalo and a 
deer were killed in Ohio, at the mouth of the 
Scioto, where the city of Portsmouth now is. 
Later three more buffaloes were shot near the 
Little Miami, but they were so lean that the 
hunters decided to kill no more of these animals. 
All the game was in poor condition as the result 
of a severe wiiter, and many dead aniunals were 
seen in. the woods. 

Two of the travelers who went ashore on 
April 9 were lost. After a futile search for 
them, three others were left behind to continue 
inquiries, while the remainder of the party pro- 
ceeded down the river. On the evemmy of the 
10th they discovered the missing men on the 
shore of the river. 

The destination was the Falls of the Olio, 
now Louisville, Nentucky. Arriving there on 
April 11, they were greeted with a salute from 
Fort Nelson. Gesides the fort the town con- 
sisted of a court house, prison and seven cabins. 

On April 22 and 23 General Muhlenberg 
conducted a lottery to establish the order ol 
choice among the land claimants. As the 


‘ By 
ie 
x1 AIIRAD OLVIO Gua somtigot’ ae 
‘a 
toto) oti 29nd) hostiay sade oe - Rr 
ay do stl) einen ov te teothoge e19loy 


wiltou/. oprsderaidaih aot: Mei: eal 
cide) 9 hoddah e998 eon anor 


ya 


eesvibliv «een vovrrods ly eohnaaliod Oh N 
ott at void ensthbab olfeod te blot roms 
bittoy ol phen DIVE BYOde Re ee si shy 
6 bas olsitad o @ ligt of) copglen 
HH je diye afte jot ot bobith saa 
4) ured aiinontedto'l de sie oft sped, 
vit goa tote stew “oaheiboeh ee mary: 
vid teil) otel oF wey vol) tint pier 
Aging veodh lee Woe ene tiadal Labioob 4 m9 J 
Hiieot od #8 MUD DO aod fb Bg erring ty 
win clasvitns beeb yaa bs Sohal o19798) an 
hog old: mb 9 5 
one vtodes hisw oly erator ott lo owt 
1) dois ott wath otobk. sow! Cas if 
si Uiiemyod dished shul suite erodgd 9 ii gaat 
“rt (hong forts to Phat? wil olid ‘ ek sitie 
“aa 


ot jo yumeve oils nO Wor ode sevols by 

alt iy) sitet Driers ott sible 

* | 4 yell nl wa 
edt) oi Vo itatt th eae wotnnbdbeble’ vit T 
no vt yalvinl, .gdowiaoA oleae in Low 
not vtiles ao abt bolvoay omen yond AT ti 
-1ten Mok vily tno atl aabvcoth toca om 
Zuuleo aay oe dg ost Mts reaghs wos , 
sivdaolilals livre && 


jo, tabro ot eild tes “0 pa. 
oilt eh, adeescniels /| ni 


hi ae ae 


. hy 


130 THE FIGHTING PARSON 


Indians were disposed to resent intrusion of the 
whites, Muhlenberg called on the county heu- 
tenant to provide a inilitia guard to permit the 
locating and survey of the land for the Virginia 
war veterans. No militia responded. Phen an 
effort was made to organize a guard of lifty men 
to serve for $45 a month. “Vhis also failed. Con- 
sequently the survey was postponed until a 
more favorable time. 

The land to which General Muhlenberg 
himself was entitled he located in Ohio, on the 
banks of the Scioto. Of this he traded L000 
acres for a like tract in Wentucky, nine miles 
from the Falls of the Ohio, and he also joined 
a syndicate in the purchase of 200,000 acres 1m 
Kentucky. 

As nothing further could be accomplished 
at this tine in the distribution of the veterans’ 
lands, General Muhlenberg returned home, ac- 
companying a party across Kentucky to the 
Cumberland River and proceeding — thence 
through North Carolina and Virginia. In cross- 
ing Kentucky few settlements were encounter- 
ed. At night the party would encamp and post 
guards, for fear of Indians. Vhus it fell to the 
lot of the former general to take his turn as 
sergeant of the guard. 

The most important Kentucky settlement 
through which they passed was Ilarrod’s Sta- 
tion, later IJlarrodsburg. In that locality 
Muhlenberg visited one of the pioneer settlers, 
Colonel Abraham Bowman, who had been heu- 
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tenant colonel of Muhlenberg’s old) German 
Regiment. llere Muhlenberg was stricken with 
fever and ague. [lis own party having proceed- 
ed, Muhlenberg on reeovering joined) another 
group of travelers uumbering forty-six. tle 
noted that they traversed 120 miles before see- 
ing another cabin. 

Coming into Virginia, he spent a few days 
in Staunton and \Woodstock, in the Shenandoah 
Valley, and on June 25 he was once more at 
his home in ‘lrappe. 

Having learned on tis trip of the dissatis- 
fied attitude of the Indians in the Olio River 
Valley, General Muhlenberg wrote to Governor 
Mifflin, of Pennsylvania, on this subject and 
urged that steps be taken to pacify the fidians 
and negotiate a treaty with them so the settle- 
ment of the Ohio country might be undertaken. 
Otherwise he feared an Indian war would break 
out on the frontier. 

He looked forward to making his home on 
his western lands, and he arranged to go agai 
to the Ohio region the following September. [le 
spent the winter of 1784-5 in Ohio and Wen- 
tucky, Ivcated additional mulitary grants, m- 
cluding those of General Steuben, and completed 
his duties as stiperintendent a behallh ot Var- 
ginia. In the spring of 1785 he returned to his 
Pennsylvania home. 

So vreat was the terror among settlers im 
the Ohio Valley lest the extensive appropria- 
tion of land by Virginia for military bounties 
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should inspire the Indians to wage a war of 
extermination against the whites, that repre- 
sentations to this effect were made to the Vir- 
ginia Legislature, and in October, 1784, the 
Legislature authorized the governor of — the 
state to suspend the surveys of military lands 
for as long a period as he mught deem necessary. 
By proclamation the governor designated the 
term of suspension to continue until January 
10, 1786. When that time arrived the federal 
government, now in control of the western 
lands, renewed the order against the surveys. 
The Indian tithe was not) extinguished until 
1818, and after that Wentuecky would not per- 
mit the locating of military warrants in’ that 
state. While a large number of Virgintias Revo- 
lutionary soldiers were prompt to claim the 
lands allotted and became settlers in Olio, Nen- 
tucky and ‘Tennessee, nevertheless thousands 
who delayed until after the cessation of surveys 
did not obtain grants in this region. “Vo satisfy 
these clatmants Congress set apart large tracts 
of other western lands. 


In Pennsylvania’s Executive Council 


In the journal of his first western journey 
General) Muhlenbere wrote of overhearing 
political discussions in which his name was 
mentioned, the participants in the discussion 
not knowing the man about whom they talked 
was present. As a Revolutionary soldier with 
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an unblemished reputation and a man who was 
popular among the German settlers, General 
Muhlenberg could not escape political consider- 
ations. Already lis younger brother, [frederick 
A., also bred to the minustry, had entered upon 
a political career. Tle had continued preaching 
some years alter Peter entered the arnty, assist- 
ing his father in Pennsylvania churches, but im 
1779 he abandoned the ministry when he was 
elected to the Continental Coneress. The fol- 
lowing year he became a member of the State 
“Assembly and was chosen its speaker. \Vhen 
his brother Peter returned home, t*rederick <\. 
was a member of the Pennsylvania) Board of 
Censors and also a justice of the peace. Mont- 
gomery County was created in 1784 from the 
western part of Philadelphia County. It) in- 
cluded Trappe, where the Muhlenbergs lived. 
The court of the mew county consisted of the 
justices of the peace in the county, and bred- 
erick A. Muhlenberg was president judge. Ile 
was also appointed register of wills) and re- 
corder of deeds of the new county. 

‘General Muhlenberg’s entrance into politics 
was in the capacity of a member of the Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania. Under the 
state constitution adopted in 1776, this body was 
the executive power of the state, there bemg no 
governor. ‘The Council consisted of twelve 
elected members, one from each county and one 
from the city of Vhiladelphia. One-third of 
their» number went out of office yearly, and 
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after serving three years no member was clhigible 
for re-election until four more years clapsed. 
At the election on October 11, 1785, Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg was chosen to represent the 
new county of Montgomery in the Council. Tle 
was unopposed, and 578 votes were cast for him 
in the three election districts of the county. 
When the Council organized, in Vhiladel- 
phia, on October 18, General Muhlenberg was 
not present, nor did he appear to attend the 
daily meetings of the Couneil until November 
2. After that he missed few sessions.  Benja- 
min Franklin, who had returned to Philadelphia 
from [europe a short time before and had been 
elected the councillor from the city of Phila- 
delphia, was chosen to preside over the Council. 
In the Couneil General Muhlenberg was 
again called upon to aid in allotting lands to 
Revolutionary soldiers. ‘This time these “dona- 
tion lands,” as they were called, were the gilt 
of the state of Pennsylvama to the men from 
that state who were enrolled in the Continental 
Army. ‘The Assembly, by an act of 1780, had 
promised to award such a “donation,” and by 
a further act of 1783 the lands so to be bestow- 
ed were located in western Pennsylvania, com- 
prising all of Mereer and Crawlord Counties, 
nearly all of [trie and parts of Lawrence, Butler, 
Armstrong, Venango, [Forest and = Warren 
Counties. This region was then wild and un- 
settled. Tracts ranging in size from 200 to 500 
acres were listed in series according to the 
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suitability of the soil for farming. It was 
thought to assure fairness in the distribution by 
requiring all applicants to appear in person on 
stipulated days and draw tickets from a lottery 
wheel. A committee of the Supreme Executive 
Council, the act directed, was to supervise the 
lottery. General Muhlenberg was appointed on 
this committee, in October, 1786, together with 
John Boyd, Jonathan Hoge, Stephen Balhet, 
William Brown and Samuel Dean. General 
William Irvine was named as agent to explore 
the lands and see that the assignments aceord- 
ing to the lottery were properly put into effect. 
[lowever, the complicated procedure that had 
been devised proved impracticable, and later 
radical changes were made in the method = of 
distribution. Allotments of “donation lands” 
continued until the sceond decade of the nine- 
teenth century. 

At the reorganization of the Supreme I*xec- 
utive Council, October 31, 1787, Franklin was 
retained as president and General Muhlen- 
berg was elected vice president. ‘The election 
and installation of the officers was a ceremonious 
occasion. “The Council and the Assembly met 
in joint session, and after the choice of the 
president and the viee president proclamation 
thereof was made. A procession was formed, 
led by constables with staves, sub-sheriffs with 
wands, the high sheriff and the coroners with 
wands. Then followed the judges of all the 
courts, state, admiralty and county, different 
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court officers, state and national officers, “his 
excellency the president and the honorable the 
vice president,” the members of the Council 
two and two, the speaker and members of 
Assembly, the doorkeepers and sergeants-at- 
arms, the provost and faculty of the University, 
militia officers and citizens. When all were in 
their assigned places the oath of office was ad- 
ministered to the president and vice president. 

Franklin, now SI years old, attended few 
sessions of the Council during the following 
year, so that it fell to the lot of General Muhlen- 
berg to fulfill the functions of chief executive of 
the state, presiding at meetings of the Council, 
directing the carrying out of its orders and con- 
ducting an extensive correspondence in its be- 
half. 

The most important matter that required 
his attention was the controversy in the \Wyom- 
ing region due to the conflicting claims of Penn- 
sylvania and Connecticut to that region. Penn- 
sylvania officials who went there to adjust land 
claims were mobbed and imprisoned. Congress 
finally sent troops into the Wyoming Valley and 
the disorders were subdued. Before he was 
elected vice president the State Assembly in 
March, 1787, had appointed General Muhlen- 
berg as a commissioner, along with ‘Timothy 
Pickering and Joseph Montgomery, to settle the 
disputes arising from the grants made by Con- 
necticut, but he resigned from the commission 
before it began its work. 
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About this time occurred the death of Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg’s father, the venerated Rev. 
Henry Melehior Muhlenberg. Ue breathed his 
last at his home in Trappe on Sunday morning, 
October 7, 1787, being buried three days later 
alongside the church where he had = so. often 
preached. 

doth General Muhlenberg and his brother, 
Frederick A., lent their) powerful support to 
bring about the ratification in Pennsylvania of 
the new federal constitution formulated in 1787, 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg presided over the 
state convention which accepted the constitu- 
tion, 

~ Philadelphia arranged for a big celebration 
as soon as it should become known that the 
requisite number of states had ratilied the con- 
stitution. On June 21, 1788, word arrived that 
New F[lampshire, the ninth state, had given its 
consent. Accordingly plans were made for the 
demonstration on July +. Before that date a 
tenth state, Virginia, also approved the consti- 
tution. In the procession, comprising military 
bodies, civic societies, trades and professions, 
General Muhlenberg headed the cleventh divis- 
ion, designated in honor of “the convention 
of the states.” fie rode on horseback and carried 
a blue flag on which. could be read inv silver 
letters, “Seventeenth of September, 1787,” that 
being the date of the adoption of the constitu- 
tion in the convention called to prepare it. 
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An act of the Penusylvania Assembly, in 
1787, incorporating the German College and 
Charity School of lancaster, Va., designated 
General Muhlenberg as one of the trustees. Lis 
brother, the kev. Hlenry If. Muhlenberg, then 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Chureh, Lancaster, 
became principal of the new school, which was 
later known as Ifranklin College, the predeces- 
sor of [*ranklin and Marshall College. 


Elected to Congress 


In the first election for members of the 
House of Representatives of the United States 
under the new constitution, im 1788, Penn- 
sylvania’s eight members were chosen on 
one state-wide ticket. “Pwo of those clected 
were General eter Muhlenberg and lrederick 
A. Muhlenberg, who, however, were candidates 
on opposing tickets, 

The Federalists made nominations at a con- 
vention held in Lancaster November 3, 1788, the 
convention being composed of two delegates 
from each county in the state and a like num- 
ber from the city of Philadelphia. The follow- 
ing candidates for members of the — lederal 
House of Kepresentatives were chosen: ‘Thomas 
Hartley, York County; Henry Wynkoop, 
Bucks; Stephen Chambers, John Allison, George 
Clymer, Philadelphia; Thomas Seott, Washing- 
ton; Thomas Fitzsimmons, city of Philadelphia, 
and Frederick A. Muhlenberg, Montgomery. 
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The Anti-lederalists, later known as Demo- 
cratic Republicans or Kepublicans, and finally as 
Democrats, met in [larrisburg and nominated — 
these candidates: General Peter Muhlenberg, 
Daniel Hliester, William lindley, Charles Pettit, 
General William Irvine, William ‘Montgomery, 
Blair McClenachan and kobert Whitehill. 

It was asserted by the Federalists that four 
of the Harrisburg nominees, including General 
Muhlenberg, were not really Anti-l*ederalists, 
but since they supported the recently adopted 
federal constitution they could) properly be 
classed as lederalists. 

~The election took place on November 26. 
More than a week elapsed before the returns 
from all the counties were received and counted. 
Then it was seen that six members of the lan- 
caster ticket and two of the Llarrisbury ticket 
had been elected, the two on the latter ticket 
being General Muhlenberg and Daniel I[liester, 
of Berks County, both of whom were popular 
among the German settlers and polled a large 
vote in the German counties. The federalists 
declined to attribute their election to Anti-led- 
eral sentiment among the voters. 

The victorious candidates on the Lancaster 
ticket were Messrs. Clymer, Fitzsimmons, Ilart- 
ley, Scott and Wynkoop, besides [Frederick A. 
Muhlenberg. 

The total vote cast for the congressional 
candidates throughout the state was as follows, 
showing that the two Muhlenberg brothers led 
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their respective tickets: EF. A. Muhlenberg, 
8707; Wynkoop, 8246; Hartley, 8163; Clymer, 
8094; Fitzsimmons, SO86; Scott, S068; Peter 
Muhlenberg, 7417; Lliester, 7403; Allison, 7067 ; 
Chambers, 7050; I'indley, 6586; Irvine, 6492; 
Pettit, O481; Montgomery, 6348; MeClenachan, 
6223; Whitehill, 5850 

Shortly prior to Se election to Congress 
General Muhlenberg’s three-year term in the 
Supreme [Executive Council of Pennsylvania 
expired. ‘The last session of the Council he at- 
tended was on October 13, 1788, when an order 
was granted for the salary due him to. that 
date. Benjamin [franklin presided when the 
Council met the following day. Then it was 
discovered that Muhlenberg had not formally 
resigned his office of vice president, though he 
had leit the city. The Council hastily sent a 
messenger after him with the request that he 
forward his resignation by the messenger. The 
Council met again that evening in Franklin's 
house, when the messenger produced General 
Muhlenberg’s resignation and it was accepted, 
David Redick being elected vice president. 

General Muhlenberg and his brother, l'red- 
erick A., leit Philadelphia March 2, 1789, for 
New York, the capital of the nation, where 
Congress was to organize on March 4. They 
took up their abode in Chatham row with their 
brother-in-law and sister, the Key. Dr. John 
Christopher Kunze and his wife, Margaret Ilen- 
rietta Muhlenberg. Dr. Kunze was the leading 
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Lutheran pastor in New York at that time and 
also professor of oriental languages in Columbia 
College. 

The old New York City Hall, Wall street, 
at the head of Broad street, erected in 1700, had 
been reconstructed for the occupancy of Con- 
egress, under the direction of Major Charles 
L’Enfant, a lrench engineer and architect, 
citizens of the city having subseribed the funds 
necessary to meet the expense. It was now 
called Federal Hall. 

When March 4+ came only eight senators 
and thirteen representatives were present: 
hence organization had to be postponed to 
await appearance of a quorum. ‘The [louse 
assembled on April 1 and the Senate five days 
later, 

Frederick A. Muhlenberg was _— elected 
speaker of the House, and he was escorted to 
his post of duty by cavalry and a procession of 
citizens. General Muhlenberg was appointed a 
member of the committees on national defense, 
regulation and discipline of the militia and the 
reserved military bounty lands of Virginia. 

_ The first business was to count the electoral 
vote for President and then send Charles ‘Thom- 
son, secretary of the old Continental Congress, 
to Mount Vernon to notify Washington of his 
election. Weeks elapsed before Washington 
arrived in New York, and finally he was in- 
augurated on April 30. 
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Many grave problems confronted the First 
Congress, including action on amendments to 
the constitution to correct defects that had come 
to light. But the printed proceedings of the 
sessions of the [louse do not slow that General 
Muhlenberg ever made a speech, either in the 
First Congress or in the later Coneresses of 
which he was a member. Nor was he given to 
speechmaking outside Congress, notwithstand- 
ing he was active in politics and public affairs 
to the end of his life. This reticence is all the 
more striking when it 1s remembered that he 
was tramed for preaching, and even though no 
longer occupying the pulpit he might readily 
have been excused for continuing a hortatory 
tenor of public admonition. Perhaps his min- 
isterial career had taught him the truth of the 
Biblical allusion to the tongue as an unruly meim- 
ber. At any rate his disinclination to indulge in 
oratory in an age when oratory flourished tends 
further to discredit the legends of his impetu- 
osity and fiery flourish. 

In this Congress one of the questions await- 
ing solution for which there was no precedent 
was that of the President's title. Though the 
new nation was a republic, stl many of those 
engaged in establishing the government believed 
the office of chief magistrate should be hedved 
about with considerable dignity and the [’resi- 
dent should be distinguished by some rhetoric- 
ally pleasing salutation, such as [lis [xcellency 
or His Highness. Muhlenberg was averse to 
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such notions, and his aversion cast a cloud for 
a time upon the relations between himself and 
Washington. Lhe story as afterwards told, 
evidently upon Muhlenbere’s own authority, 
was in this wise: 

Washington was said to have favored the 
title of “High Mightiness,” such as was applied 
to the Stadholder of Llolland. Phe matter was 
before committees of both houses, when 
Muhlenberg, with several other represeitatives, 
was a guest of \Vashington at dinner. ‘The 
title became a subject of discussion, and Wash- 
ington asked: 

“General Muhlenberg, what do you think of 
the title of ‘High Mightiness’?” 

One of those at the table was Tlenry Wyn- 
koop, a Pennsylvania representative of large 
stature. 

Muhlenberg, replying to Washington, said: 
“Why, General, if we were certain the office 
would always be held by men as large as your- 
self or my friend, Mr. Wynkoop, it would be 
appropriate enough; but if a President as sinall 
as my opposite neighbor should be elected it 
would become ridiculous,” 

Washington's diary shows that General 
Muhlenberg dined with the resident on Janu- 
ary 7, March 11 and May 6, 1790. 

When the matter of the presidential title 
came to a vote Muhlenberg voted with the 
majority against any kind of title. 
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Washington was displeased, it is said. Soon 
thereafter it was necessary to send an army 
against hostile Indians in the region north of the 
Ohio Kiver. Muhlenberg had become famihar 
with conditions there on his two western trips, 
and because of his experience in the Kevolution 
he was proposed for the command of the army. 
However, the little clash over the presidential 
title, according to the gossip of the times, im- 
pelled Washington to overlook Muhlenberg and 
appoint General Arthur St. Clair to the com- 
mand. St. Clair had been made governor of the 
Northwest Territory the preceding year. lven- 
tually, because he proved Ins inadequacy, it was 
necessary to assign the military command in the 
Northwest Territory to others. 

The First Congress was called upon to 
determine the permanent location of the federal 
capital. Pennsylvania laid claim to the capital 
because that state was about in the middle of 
the chain of states stretching along the \tlantie 
seaboard which then constituted the nation. But 
Pennsylvania’s two senators were divided on 
the question, Robert Morris favoring the banks 
of the Delaware, opposite ‘Trenton, where Mor- 
risville later came Wwito existence, while Woalliam 
Maclay proposed the Susquehanna Valley as 
most suitable. General Muhlenberg voted tor 
the latter site. Ilowever, through a coalition of 
New York with the southern states, the District 
of Columbia, on the Potomac, was chosen. 


moanad purrHor aur 
1eod bise 2th beansiqeib ame sonia " ee 
yi os biases oF Cisee9oom eae Si -jeges 
wht lo dion aetge ol? ab aepsthal sliseort hes 
inilwast aitooed bed gwydastdeld evita 
jit wisleaw owt ait mo vtadl “noidibrtogt dt 
noiniaveyl oh at soovirneqezs el te ats 8200. be ol 
ein oh io busatenos gilt tel boeenaqertcy enw 4 e 
Iniinohieorq oft yovo ieslo abn od proven mer 
ii eats oft lo qiezoy ot oF -yathos06 © lit 
bon wekmoblih deolteve oF sorguiley | Vf tall . 
frroy off ot vit? Ue aA Levent) dati ied 
wht be emevey shan toed bad inh 9e 4 
“awe sie gatbyoony oli wuninot Yeow tte 
ain, poBn pul sett wil drocrertey “oad verso lit 
ody ai buses yield ont pigivak of y1eHAD 
erailbo a imoT 20 weld 
of joan bola enw eeorgue’) ) part off! 
fytebet oft lo wetigool nena oll airicterg : 
lotiqns silt oy mist bisl shinvh rate sti = 
by sfhbinn ot ot fuods enw stebe- neil 22g 
stinntif. olff-ynotle giles eotele We ristls 4 
at) gerd ves wT betutivenos sordt doiter Irmo 
nor bubivily S19w wiotedde owt e'slanyEeee 
hued wiht gatovet crreth pended i 
“lh othe ,sointet) ‘a vieeenegeyts » real fy. 
aishiW slubv oastet2> OT HRD ‘amet ol a 
‘6 YolleV «sneasthypand sald os . 
aw poke yrodaotd lt Inionued 
lo nuitilpos # tgeoud) sorrel: 9 
iii och pointe neatinn aah me 
fiaeods enw 8 } 10 


Po 


an me. os 
; rn bpd 


_— 
ae eC 


x . 


POLITICAL AND CIVIC CAREER 145 


General Muhlenberg interested himself in 
obtaining from Congress an annuity for General 
Steuben, to compensate him for. relinquishing 
offices and opportunities in Germany in order 
to join the American army in the Revolution. 
A grant of $2500 a year was made to Steuben. 


Pennsylvania Politics. 


Pennsylvania was at this time agitating the 
revision of its constitution, adopted in 1776. 
Numerous defects in that code had come to at- 
tention. Chiefly was it thought desirable to 
abandon the one-chamber legislature and fol- 
low the precedent of the national Congress by 
having a senate and house of representatives. 
A new constitution was formulated and placed 
before the voters of the state im 1790.) General 
Muhlenberg supported it, and his (inilucnece 
among the Germans was powerful in bringing 
about its adoption. 

In colonial times the Germans of Venn- 
sylvania often sided with the Quakers in oppo- 
sition to the proprietaries, and through the help 
of the Germans the Quakers maintained control 
of the government long after they had ceased 
to have a numerical majority of the population. 
Even before the Revolution the Quakers were 
no longer potent in governmental alfairs, and 
when their pacifist attitude caused them to be 
classed with the Tories they lost virtually all 
political power in the state. The Germans were 
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now a powerful political factor in’ their own 
strength. 

In the early 1790's the factional lines in the 
polities of the state were drawn upon the ques- 
tion of support or opposition to the federal or 
state constitution. Gradually the cleavage of 
political ideas developed upon the nature of the 
federal government, the followers of \Washing- 
ton and Hamilton supporting a strong central 
government, while those who looked to Vhomas 
Jefferson for their political doctrines insisted 
upon wide power for the states and the people. 
The former became known as lederalists and 
the latter as Anti-l-ederalists, Democratic Ke- 
publicans or Republicans and later as Demo- 
crats. 

General Muhlenberg throughout his) politi- 
cal career was an adherent of Vhomas Jefferson, 
and his influence was exerted in behalf of Jeffer- 
son's party, which after a few years became 
dominant in Pennsylvama. Hlowever, he did not 
follow the Jeffersonites in all their extremes in 
their theories of government by the masses, es- 
pecially as exempliied in the French Revolu- 
tion. 

Writing in 1805 to Joseph [iester, also a 
follower of Jetferson, Mullenberg expressed his 
disapproval of ultra-democratic tenets which 
were being preached in Pennsylvania in- these 
words: 

“That many wish to fish in troubled waters 
is evident; and that some have reached the 
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height of impudence and are lost to all sense of 
shame is certain. lor heaven's sake, only read 
that shameless toast, drank publicly on the 
Fourth of July last—‘The equal distribution of 
property! Wo, therefore, unto him who has a 
large farm, particularly when others possess 
none.” 

The first session of the First Congress con- 
tinued until September 29, 1789, and the second 
session began January +, 1790, and adjourned 
August 12. In December, 1790, the seat of gov- 
ernment was removed from New York to Phila- 
delphia, to remain there ten years, pending the 
erection of government buildings in the new 
city of Washington. In Philadelphia the I*irst 
Congress held its third session, continuing from 
Decémber 6, 1790, until the following March 4. 
In its sessions the First Congress accomplished 
a tremendous amount of important work, es- 
tablishing a stable government for the nation 
and funding the national debt. 

Members of the Second Congress were not 
chosen until three years after the election of the 
First Congress. General Muhlenberg was not 
elected to the Second Congress, though his 
brother, Frederick .\.. now living in| Philadel- 
phia, was returned. ‘The latter, however, was 
not re-elected speaker of the House. The elec- 
tion of congressmen by districts took place in 
Pennsylvania October 11, 1791, and the Second 
Congress met shortly thereafter, on October 24. 
Citizens of Montgomery and Chester Counties, 
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which then constituted a congressional district, 
held a meeting at Warren Tavern, Chester 
County, on October 4 to select a candidate for 
Congress. The matter was submitted to a 
committee composed of thirteen men from each 
county, and in the evening they reported that 
their vote was: General Muhlenberg, 9; Thomas 
Ross, a Norristown lawyer, 8; Wilhain Moore 
Smith, of Norristown, son of Dr. William Smith, 
former provost of the College and Academy of 
Philadelphia, +; Israel Jacobs, of Montgomery 
County, 3; John Hannum, 2.0 Though Muhlen- 
berg was thus offered as the choice of the two 
counties, Israel Jacobs, who received only three 
votes in the Warren ‘Tavern caucus, was elected. 

Israel Jacobs, who was victorious over Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg, was a Quaker living at what 
is now Mont Clare, Montgomery County, five 
miles south of Muhlenberg’s home at Trappe 
and in the same township. Jacobs lad been a 
member of the Pennsylvania Assembly and at 
the time of the Revolution he had aided the 
American cause so far as his Quaker principles 
would permit. [le was the only Quaker meim- 
ber of the Second Congress, and he was con- 
spicuous because of his broad-brimmed hat and 
Quaker garb. 

One year aiter the choice of members of 
the Second Congress those for the Third Con- 
gress were chosen, though they were not to go 
into office until more than a year later. Itleven 
members of the [louse were elected on a state- 
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wide ticket in lennsylvania, and one of them 
was General Muhlenberg. A nominating meet- 
ing was held in Lancaster September 20, 1792, 
when the following candidates were proposed: 
Thomas Fitzsimmons, ‘Vhomas Scott, Vrederick 
A. Muhlenberg, William Irvine, James Arm- 
strong, Thomas Elartley, Daniel Iliester, John 
W. Kittera, Henry Wynkoop, William Bing- 
ham, William. Tindley, Samuel Sitgreaves and 
General Peter Muhlenberg. Of these the fol- 
lowing were elected on October 9, 1792: litz- 
summons, Scott, I. A. Muhlenberg, General 
Peter Muhlenberg, Irvine, Armstrong, Ilartley, 
Hiester and Findley. Andrew Gregg and John 
Smiley, who were on an opposition ticket, also 
were elected. 

When the Third Congress began its” ses- 
sions, in Congress Hall, Philadelphia, December 
2, 1793, Irederick A. Muhlenberg was for the 
second time chosen speaker. Congress Tall, 
still standing at Chestnut and Sixth streets, ad- 
joining Independence Ilall, was built in 178/-9 
for the use of the county courts, but was turned 
over to Congress when Philadelphia became the 
capital for ten years, “Vhe Tlouse of Kepresenta- 
tives convened on the first floor and the Sen- 
ate on the second. 

In this session General Muhlenberg was ap- 
pointed a member of a special committee to 
prepare a bill for completing and supporting 
the military establishment. 
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Foreign complications due to the war be- 
tween Irance and [England and the aggressions 
of both these nations against the commerce of 
the United States claimed the serious attention 
of the President and Congress. Among. the 
followers of Jefferson were many who wanted to 
align the United States with France against 
England, in return for the aid of France to the 
United States in the American Revolution. But 
Washington insisted upon a policy of. strict 
neutrality. 

The first session of the Third Congress con- 
tinued until June 9, 1794, and the second from 
November 3, 1794, until March 3, 1795. 

In 1794 there was a reapportionment of 
congressional districts im Pennsylvania, the 
state being divided into twelve districts. Mont- 
gomery, Bucks and Northampton Counties con- 
stituted a district, which was entitled to two 
members. The ltederalist Party candidates were 
General Samuel Sitgreaves, of Northampton, and 
James Morris, of Montgomery County. In ad- 
dition, Robert Loller, of Hatboro, Montgomery 
County, was an independent Federalist candi- 
date... The Republican Party, comprising the 
followers of Jefferson, had as its candidates 
General Muhlenberg and John Richards, both 
of Montgomery County. 

Ordinarily the lederalists would have been 
in control of the district. Robert Loller’s inde- 
pendent candidacy, however, complicated the 
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results and led to a contest in the House of 
Representatives. 

The Whisky Insurrection was in progress 
in western Pennsylvania at the time of the elec- 
tion, in October, 1794, and the Pennsylvania 
militia was in the field to subdue the uprising. 
According to a law enacted to meet this situa- 
tion, the votes of the militiamen were to be 
taken in their-camp and sent to the counties 
whence they came. Keturn judges of the three 
counties constituting the congressional district 
were to meet on November 15 to compute the 
vote for House of Representatives. \When they 
met the vote of the militiamen for Montgomery 
and Bucks Counties had not yet arrived. Con- 
sequently Governor Mifflin refused to grant a 
certificate of election on the basis of the returns 
sent him, 

It was clear that General Sitgreaves had 
been elected. But the vote for Morris) and 
Richards was very close. Muhlenberg was de- 
feated, his vote running considerably behind that 
of his associate, Richards. The clerk of the 
House of Representatives recognized Morris as 
the winner, along with Sitgreaves. ‘Thereupon 
.Richards instituted a contest in the THouse, and 
the matter was referred to a committee. The 
committee first reported in favor of Morris, but 
the report was recommitted, and in’ January, 
1796, a second report was presented declaring 
that, after rejecting certain defective votes, 
Morris had received 1779 votes in the district 
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and Richards 1791, kichards being therefore 
elected. ‘This report was adopted and Richards 
was seated. 

The small number of votes cast in_ these 
three large counties is indicative not only of the 
sparseness of the population but also of the in- 
disposition of many citizens to exercise their 
right to vote. In Montgomery County there 
were but three polling places, and many farmers 
did not care to undertake a long journey” in 
order to vote. 

While still a member of the Third Congress 
General Muhlenberg was nominated as the Ke- 
publican Party's candidate for United States sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, to succeed Robert Mor- 
ris. The election took place in the State legisla- 
ture on kebruary 26, 1795. But as the lederal- 
ists were largely in the majority they had no 
difficulty in electing their candidate, Wailham 
Bingham, of Philadelphia, he receiving 58 votes, 
to 35 for Muhlenberg. 

General Muhlenberg was chosen a_ presi- 
dential elector from Pennsylvania in 1796, when 
Thomas Jefferson was the candidate of the Ke- 
publicans and John Adams that of the Il*eder- 
alists. The vote in Pennsylvania was so close 
that among the electors named both parties were 
represented. General Muhlenberg, Kepublean, 
and Colonel Miles, lederalist, both from Mont- 
gomery County, were chosen, Muhlenberg, of 
course, voted for Jefferson, but Adams was 
elected. 


geal! mi tesa estou lo todeege Lect 4 


_-nlergs.| otm2 ond ut vonlg dowt sonoale of T. 


HOBSAT O“ITHOIT aHT mas 
yiuisieds grrivd ebradaidh, eu ‘seokll 


+ 


ebistoih bas botiqobs eaw re eiulY .boaoals 
Sie BE 


git lo zine tot syiteoibad ai eotienos- sist ” 3 
ij of) to oels. tad Hou slaqon, elt to ee 192% qe 
tied) »zintxs o§ enesitio yaoi le midleg at 
giv) yiawo yiomogimelA al .stov ob, 
2190718) YORE DME 299K lig gnithod as ‘gibt sada on 
ni- yorrtoy gaol sickcaied ol SH Lott, > 

Mor of toba 
exove nud ball alt je yodinant ¢ Mine sid We 
of ot 26 bolsaimen eow wedisldell ini9nak 
-five aniate botinW 19 osabioas eens aaoildh 
-juld rrododl besten. ob 8008 yeaa, OTL ® 


nae 


He wi 


ei we 


-erebstl tht oh hail TALE | Os Cunnigd nO 4 
of bel yodt “inojem oh a ulsgval » STIS 
cisilil/ jotsbibasa aisd gaitvolo ut qilnae 
emt “é vrivieeet od sitkghsbalidd iw wnange 

gradi lh rot th 
1291 oo neeoda egw pradresteuld aaape 
wily OCTE ai ginadyenag'l row rwrgate bs 1 
-9t ot lo sisbibuse oft anw moet hel eB IOC oT 
“abet st Vo jedt eonebsA anol, bas au sail aH 


on 
eal 


“Hi 


¥ 


92019 O8 BBW sine viyensa’d , st ee | ‘ 
stow e9ittag diod hearse awl: ote 
weoikinge dh yrodasldult by 94 
-jtolh, smott sod, para 
he banc yr 8940 
UBM artebs, 


Bie 


POLITICAL AND CIVIC CAREER 153 


General Muhlenberg was again proposed for 
the United States Senate in the Pennsylvania 
Legislature in February, 1797, but James Koss, 
of Allegheny County, the sitting member, was 
re-elected. 


War With France Threatened 


In Oetober, 1797, General Muhlenberg was 
elected one of the four members of the Penn- 
sylvania House of Representatives from Mont- 
gomery County, the term being one year. ‘Vhis 
election was the first important victory of the 
Republican Party in Montgomery County, three 
of the four representatives chosen being of that 
party. General Muhlenberg was in attendance 
at the Legislature's sessions for 122 days, for 
which he received $3 a day, and $5.20 mileage 
was allowed him for traveling expenses from his 
home in ‘Prappe to the state capital, in Phila- 
delphia. | 

This was the period when the United States 
nearly became involved in’ war with Trance. 
The French Revolution had been followed by 
war between I*rance and [england. France look- 
ed for American support in return for the aid 
which America had reeeived from France in the 
American Revolution. But although there was 
much enthusiasm in the United States for the 
revolutionary movement in Itrance, the govern- 
ment felt it to be the policy of wisdom to re- 
inain neutral for it was in no way prepared to 
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undertake another war. Jay's treaty with Eng- 
land, whereby some of the long standing differ- 
ences between that country and the United 
States were adjusted, was offensive to France. 
Both England and lrance adopted an arbitrary 
attitude toward America, seizing American 
ships which were accused of carrying contraband 
goods. ‘Three successive l'rench ministers. to 
the United States persistently meddled with 
politics here to obtain support for France. 
Finally came the humiliating treatment accorded 
the three American envoys sent to France in 
1797 to endeavor to harmonize relations, when 
it became clear that nothing could be done 
without bribery, and then the American watch- 
word was sounded: “Millions for defense but 
not one cent for tribute.” 

Before the crisis was reaehed William 
Maclay introduced a resolution in the Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature, in March, 1798, opposing war 
with any European nation. General Muhlen- 
berg voted with the Republicans for the resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, 37 to 33. 

Commenting on the situation in the Legis- 
lature, Muhlenberg wrote thus to Israel Bring- 
hurst, of Trappe, in a letter dated March 26, 
1798: 

“Fate and destiny, combined with the aristo- 
crats, are hurrying us precipitately ito a 
ruinous and bloody war, and the chance of es- 
cape is a slender one indeed. You will see by 
the papers that an attempt was made in our 
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House to instruct our Senators in Congress to 
maintain peace if possible, but, strange to say, 
all the Quakers, Old Vories, ete., voted against 
it, so that they are for war and the fighting 
men for peace.” | 

News of the futile attempt of the American 
envoys to treat with france arrived later in 
1798, and greatly intensified the war feeling. 
Congress authorized the enlistment of an ariny, 
with George Washington commander-in-chief, 
and the navy was enlarged. Several conflicts 
occurred between American and Itrench  war- 
ships. 

~ General Muhlenberg was appointed a major 
general of the Pennsylvania militia, on April 22, 
1800, commanding the militia of Montgomery 
and Bueks Counties. In case of war the militia 
would have been added to the army. T[lowever, 
by the end of the century the ltkelihood of war 
faded, and on July 11, 1801, General Muhlenberg 
resigned his office of major general. 

Once more General Muhlenberg was elected 
to Congress—in October, 1798. The district 
still comprised Montgomery, Bucks and North- 
ampton Counties. This Sixth Congress was the 
last to meet in Philadelphia and the first to con- 
vene in Washington. Its sessions began Decem- 
ber 2, 1799, in Congress Tlall, Philadelphia. 

On December 18 news of the death of 
Washington at Mount Vernon four days earlier 
reached Congress in Philadelphia. The follow- 
ing day Congress appointed a committee to ar- 
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range for memorial services, and General 
Muhlenberg was a member of the committee, 
the chairman beimg John Marshall, of Virginia. 
later chief justice of the United States Supreme 
Court. No doubt it was through General 
Muhlenberg that arrangements were made to 
hold the official ceremonies on December 27 in 
Zion lutheran Church, which had the largest 
auditorium in the city and which church he as 
a young minister had helped to dedicate in 1769. 
The committee in its report, besides outlining 
the plans for the memorial service on the 27th, 
also recommended that a monument to Wash- 
ington be erected in the city of Washington and 
that Washington's family be asked to permit 
his burial at the monument. 

The federal capital was transferred) from 
Philadelphia to the new city of Washington in 
July, 1800, and on November 17 following the 
second session of the Sixth Congress began in 
the new federal buildings. 

Though the Republican Party had been 
making great gains throughout the country, the 
Federalists still had a small majority in_ this 
Congress. The war danger having © passed, 
Congress in February, 1800, voted to discontinue 
enlistinents, and the following month it ordered 
the discharge of the extra troops enrolled in 
the army. 

It became the duty of the House, early in 
1801, to choose the next President, for in the 
electoral college Thomas Jefferson and Aaron 
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Burr both had the same number of votes. They 
were nominees of the Republican Party. llectors 
then voted for two candidates without specify- 
ing whether either was preferred for President 
or Vice President. ‘The tie made it necessary 
for the House to determine the issue, voting by 
states, and Thomas Jefferson was chosen, 
though thirty-six ballots were necessary. Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg voted for Jefferson on every 
ballot. 

There is a story, apparently coming from 
General Muhlenberg himself, that in this crisis 
the Jefferson followers suspected the opposition 
of plotting to vest the presidency in the chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, that they deter- 
mined to arm their men and prevent such a 
step by force if necessary and that) General 
Muhlenberg was selected to command the Jel- 
fersonites in their march upon the capital. Jef- 
ferson, Madison, Monroe and Thomas MeWean, 
it was said, were involved in the project. What- 
ever was contemplated, the election of Jefferson 
in the Ilouse averted further entanglements. 

The Sixth Congress closed its sessions on 
March 3, 1801. 


The Perkiomen Bridge Lottery 


In the closing years of the century General 
Muhlenberg was engaged in an undertaking for 
an iunportant public improvement near his home 
at Trappe, which still remains to recall his name. 
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He supervised a lottery to raise funds for con- 
structing a bridge over Perkiomen Creek, where 
the highway from Philadelphia to Reading 
crossed, two miles below Trappe. The bridge 
is a noble example of eighteenth century mason- 
ry, attracting attention by the beauty of its lines 
and its picturesque setting. 

As early as 1/94 the State Legislature of 
Pennsylvania appropriated £2000 for building 
a bridge at this place, and the next year Mont- 
gomery County gave a like sum. It was not 
worth while beginning work with that amount. 
In 1796 the grand jury of the county sanctioned 
another appropriation of £2000, but the court 
disallowed it. In response to a new appeal to 
the Legislature, a common method of that time 
was adopted to meet the situation. ‘The Legits- 
lature authorized the holding of a lottery to 
raise $20,000 for the bridge. 

The act that was passed provided for the 
appointment of a commission to conduct the 
lottery. The commissioners were to devise a 
plan and submit it to the governor for approval. 
They were to make settlement every three 
months with the county treasurer, reporting the 
number of tickets sold and paying over the pro- 
ceeds, The commissioners were required to give 
bonds, and the county treasurer was placed 
under similar obligations in connection with the 
lottery money. It was the duty of the lottery 
commissioners furthermore to conduct the 
drawing, certify the list of prizes to the county 
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PERKIOMEN BRIDGE, 1799 


General Muhlenberg was chairman of the commission that raised fund 
by a lottery to build this bridge 
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treasurer and publish the winning numbers in 
newspapers in Philadelphia, Reading and Har- 
risburg. Winners were to present their tickets 
to the county treasurer and receive their prizes. 

The commissioners named were General 
Peter Muhlenberg, John Richards, who had once 
defeated Muhlenberg for Congress; l’rancis 
Swaine, General Muhlenberg’s brother-in-law ; 
Samuel Laird, Moses Hobson, l*rederick Con- 
rad, Samuel Markley, Francis Nicholas, Wa4l- 
liam Smith, Philip Boyer, Ilisha evans, James 
Bean, John Markley, Robert Kennedy and John 
Elliot. 

The commissioners held several meetings 
in a Norristown tavern, General Muhlenberg 
being chairman. In that capacity his name ap- 
peared on the lottery tickets, of which 20,000 
‘were issued in two series. lor the first series 
the drawing began on July 17, 1797, and con- 
tinued twenty-one days. The first) prize was 
$3000, the second prize $1000 and the third prize 
$500. The last ten numbers drawn received $250 
each. Drawings for the second series began 
November 1, 1798, and continued for twenty-five 
days. This time the prizes were $1000, $500 and 
ten of $150 each. 

The proceeds from the lottery being insul- 
ficient to pay for building the bridge, the legis- 
lature in 1799 permitted the collection of toll at 
the bridge until the entire cost should be de- 
frayed. The bridge was opened in 1799, and 
toll was collected for five years. 
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His Home at Trappe 


In the last decade of the eighteenth century 
General Muhlenberg was several times proposed 
as a candidate for governor of Pennsylvania. 
But he was disinclined to oppose Thomas Miutf- 
lin, who was twice re-elected in that period, 
nor did he wish to undertake the candidacy in 
1799, when Thomas McKean was chosen. Ina 
letter which he wrote from Trappe February 4, 
1799, to Colonel Taverner Beale, of Virginia, 
with whom he had been associated in Kevolu- 
tionary days, General Muhlenberg mentioned 
that the Democratic Republicans, or Jelfersou 
men, were soliciting him to run for governor, 
and the leaders among the German voters were 
likewise importuning him. “But,” he added, “1 
cannot get my own consent.” 

This letter reveals that he had not aban- 
doned his youthful love for hunting and fishing 
which had elicited the disapprobation of his 
father. Colonel Beale had invited Muhlenberg 
to visit Virginia to indulge in these sports. Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg in his reply admitted that the 
invitation was alluring to him, but he hesitated 
about accepting wt. The pike in the Olio, on 
the borders of which stream he owned a great 
tract of land, he wrote, “are much larger than 
those with you, and tho’ the pike in Jacksons 
River are larger than those in the Perkiomen, 
still they are not so sweet.” 


HOBHAT QUITHOLY ss oa 


+ Te 
iat 


baila (1 #9! ne habe Sa 2H ncvantone laron 

‘ingvigerao') to xormrvey to) ofebiinss <i 
THE comoll seoqqo oF benifonieih apy ott P 
boobed se mt heiosls-97 sofwt -6yi- ote 0 : 
nt youbibass sit serrate 0) dew od bib + é pi 
fool penta osw uso AM epmodt sonw « 


visions sqqarl mor? ston oil tsictw 4 od 


sintgi’ to lat route) Madina vom 
-nlovell iat bormiaogen neo bed of aoa ai 
bononmou yrodnoltull fei) Ub VTE 
nozatiyl ow jedssilduqaW stone? itt Ea 
conrrrveg wh an ot cand ‘gitisioihie Vow nate 
sion aiotoy neniwn sh ynotes abet ot ait i 
I’ bebbs oil © Diehl? aid whine Prodi DeiWe De ; 
"Jeet ae aS | is 
ands jou bed sd tadt eleovet Yotfel et ; 
vated bis yertinnd tl 2oL [uliliney il b 
zul te avila Re oily bativits. 6 
wiodioldinlé hotyat bas olnatt laut : 
90) Pipe seal) 4 pas of giinl iyti . 
2) daly borinibss ylqat cul i sin i 
bosntiened od jud til of ae 
Ho ail) oft Li odig ott a 
tnory » beerwo eal mB toi yh Wt 
not voxel sowie O76") ya 
 eioedoel mi adi aula | 
sigmoid gli fi, 9&6 


a 
? 
» 


+ Ps ~ > Bhi te 


od nods 


rh 


i 
| 
1 
i 
| 
} 


»graph by Arnold Hoyer, Conshohocken, Pa. 


GENERAL MUHLENBERG’S HOME IN TRAPPE, 1783-1802 
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Evidently General Muhlenberg would some- 
times go fishing in the nearby Perkiomen Creek, 
which is still a favorite resort of the angler, 
though the oldest inhabitant of the present time 
does not recall that a pike was ever seen in the 
waters of that stream. 

Regarding his family and personal affairs at 
this time General Muhlenberg in his letter to 
Colonel Beale continued: “I still live at the 
Trappe, in the house my father lived when you, 
were here. Mr. Swaine lives in the first house 
below me. He keeps a store and is a magistrate. 
My family consists of my wife and. myself, 
Harry, Hetty, Peter, Mary Ann and rank.” 
Harry was then a semor lieutenant in the corps 
of artillery of the regular army, and was station- 
ed at West Point. [letty was with her maternal 
grandmother in Philadelphia, and the other 
children were with their parents at Trappe. 

As to himself, General Muhlenberg wrote: 
“T am heartily tired of polities.” Mentioning the 
10,000 acres of excellent land he owned on the 
Scioto River, in what is now the state of Ohio, 
he added: “There | wish to spend the remainder 
of my days.” But his mother who was still liy- 
ing, objected to his going to what was regarded 
as the Far West, and his wife's mother also 
protested against the suggestion because Mrs. 
Muhlenberg was her only daughter. Yet neither 
really required his assistance, he said. [lis 
mother-in-law, he wrote, “has the whole estate 
in hand and adds to it considerably every year.” 
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General Muhlenberg’s popularity among 
his neighbors is attested by the fact that he 
presided at a lourth of July celebration held in 
1799 on the banks of the Perkiomen, Like most 
such celebrations in those times, this was a 
political demonstration in which the militia par- 
ticipated. According to a newspaper report, it 
was attended by “a large and respectable number 
of citizens.” After a military drill in the morn- 
ing, dinner was served, and, adhering to the 
custom of the times, many toasts were drunk. 
Then followed a meeting at one of the taverns 
in ‘Trappe at which Thomas Melean’s candi- 
dacy for governor was indorsed. 


Chosen United States Senator 


Though “heartily tired” of politics, Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg’s political career was not yet 
ended. At. the election in October, 1800, he was 
returned to the National Ilouse of Kepresenta- 
tives as one of the two members from a district 
consisting of Montgomery, Lueks, Northamp- 
ton and Wayne Counties. “Phe term for which 
he was thus chosen was to begin in December, 
1801. But he did not take his seat in the [louse 
because on Iebruary 18, 1801, the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, in session in Lancaster, then 
the state capital, elected General Muhlenberg to 
represent the state in the United States Senate. 

The Republicans dominated the Legisla- 
ture, but a split occurred in that party, Dr. 
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George Logan receiving most of the Republican 
votes for United States senator, while a min- 
ority joined with the Llederalists in ‘electing 
General Muhlenberg. He received forty-six 
votes, fifteen of which were cast by Republicans. 
This was a majority of one vote over Dr. Logan. 
The latter, who was a grandson of the noted 
James Logan, provincial secretary of Penn- 
sylvania, and who lived at Stenton, the Logan 
homestead near Germantown, had been much in 
the public eye since 1798, when he visited 
France and endeavored to avert war between 
the United States and France. ‘The lederalists 
resented this as an unwarranted interference by 
a private citizen in national affairs, and in con- 
sequence Congress passed what was known as 
the Logan act, which is still in effeet and which 
forbids ineddling with international affairs by a 
private citizen. 

General Muhlenberg sat in the United 
States Senate for just two days. The Sixth 
Congress came to an end March 3, 1801, and 
General Muhlenberg was regularly in’ attend- 
ance in the Ilouse. Phe inauguration of ’rest- 
dent Thomas Jefferson took place March -+, and 
the same day the Senate of the Seventh Con- 
gress convened in special session, One of the 
new members to whom the oath of office was 
adiministered was General Muhlenberg. The 
ensuing day concluded the special session, which 
had been called only to confirm appointments 
by the new President. 
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Appointed to Federal Offices 


In June, 1801, President Jefferson, 1n recog- 
nition of General Muhlenberg’s  uuwavering 
support of Jefferson's political aspirations and 
principles, appointed him supervisor of internal 
revenue for Pennsylvania. “Phereupon General 
Muhlenberg resigned as) senator. Governor 
Thomas Mehean named Dr. Logan to tll the 
vacancy in the Senate, and the following De- 
cember the Legislature elected him for a full 
term. 

While the dignities and honors of a member 
of the Uiited States Senate were tmincasure- 
ably beyond those of any revenue official, it 1s 
evident that Muhlenberg was not seeking dig- 
nity and honors but preferred an olfice nearer 
his home and yielding a comfortable salary. 
Life in the new capital city of Washington, with 
its highways deep in mud or dust and its few 
lodging houses primitive and destitute of com- 
forts, was beset with many ieonvericices. 

After about a year in the revenue service, 
President Jefferson, in July, 1802, made General 
Muhlenberg collector of the port in Phila- 
delphia, which was one of the most remunera- 
tive offices in the President's gift. Viniladelphia 
was then the leading port on the -\tlantic coast, 
and the duties of the customs official called tor 
probity and trustworthiness of the highest type. 
This office Muhlenberg held until his death. 
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General Muhlenberg continued to be a 
powerful factor in Pennsylvania politics. The 
old-time Federalists had almost disappeared in 
Pennsylvania, but the followers of Jelferson, 
known as Republicans or Democratic Kepubli- 
cans, were often split ito factions, and about 
such splits most of the political campaigns of 
that time revolved. larly in the new century a 
movement arose for a revision of the state con- 
stitution, and this was for a time a political 
issue, resulting in the organization of a new 
political party which existed for a few years. 
Muhlenberg supported Governor Mehkean in 
opposing constitutional revision, ‘Those taking 
this attitude and favoring the re-election of Ale- 
Kean as governor formed what was known as 
the Constitutional Republican Party, the mem- 
bers being dubbed “Pertium Quids. General 
Muhlenberg was elected president of the party 
organization and Matthew Carey seeretary, 
though the dominant personage in the move- 
ment was Alexander J. Dallas, Pennsylvania's 
secretary of the commonwealth. Melean was 
re-elected governor in 1805 by about S000 ma- 
jority over the Republican candidate, Simon 
Snyder. Having accomplished its mission, the 
Constitutional Republican Party soon ceased to 
exist. 

While he was much engaged in political 
activities at a time of intense partisanship, when 
each side attributed every form of evil and de- 
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pravity to its opponents, yet General Muhlen- 
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berg had so firmly won the esteem of the gen- 
eral public that he escaped the denunciation 
which was usually let loose in floods in every 
political campaign of that period. 

As collector of the port General Muhlen- 
berg’s duties required his presence in’ Phila- 
delphia. In those times it was a day's journey 
from ‘Trappe to Philadelphia. [le therefore 
made his home in Philadelphia, selling his house 
and twenty-one acres of land at Trappe, in 1802, 
to his brother-in-law, the Key. Dr. John Christ- 
opher Kunze, of New York. Vhe house still 
stands, being on the northeast side of Vrappe’s 
Main street, opposite St. Luke's keformed 
Church and a short distance below an intersect- 
ing road to Rahns. In recent years it has been 
the home of John S$. Mecllarg and family. 

General Muhlenberg’s mother died = on 
August 23, 1802, in Norristown, at the home 
of her daughter, Mary Catherine, wife of Gen- 
eral ltrancis Swaine. General Swaine was at 
that time clerk of the courts and prothonotary 
of Montgomery County. Mrs. Muhlenberg was 
buried alongside her husband, close to the walls 
of Augustus Church, in Trappe. 


President of the German Society 


In Philadelphia General Muhlenberg was 
again in close association with many friends of 
earlier times among the large German popula- 
tion. Two groups in which he was active were 
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the German Society and the German Lutheran 
Church. 

The German Society of Pennsylvania had 
been organized in 1764+ to afford rehel to Ger- 
man wmnuigrants in distress. [It has maintained 
an existence ever since, though in late years it 
has functioned chiefly as a social, literary and 
historical society. General Muhlenberg became 
a member in 1783, upon returning to Pennsyl- 
vania after the kevolution. In 1787 he was clect- 
ed a member of the board of directors and vice 
president, and the following year he became 
president, serving one year. This brother, |*'red- 
erick A. Muhlenberg, was president from 1790 
until 1797, In 1802 General Muhlenberg was 
again made president, and he held the otlice up 
to his death. 

In 1806 the society built a hall for its use 
on the west side of Seventh street, between 
Market and Chestnut. Up to that time it had 
been meeting in the German lutheran school 
house, on Cherry street. The site for the hall 
had been bought before the Keyolution, but the 
war necessitated postponement of building 
plans. As president, General Muhlenberg had a 
conspicuous part in the dedication of the new 
building, on April 9, 1807c. 


Fosters English Lutheran Services 


In the old German lutheran congregation 
of St. Michael's and Zion, of which his father 
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had been pastor and whose members had been 
so favorably impressed with his first sermons, 
General Muhlenberg gave his support to the 
minority that was trying in vain to make pro- 
vision for services in the Itnglish language. 

lor many years this Lutheran congregation 
had been the largest religious group in Phila- 
delphia. But now the young people no longer 
continued to use the German language and the 
church was losing them. In February, 1801, 
certain members petitioned the church authori- 
ties to engage an English as well as a German 
minister. No action was taken. In December, 
1802, permission was granted to the Key. Ilenry 
E. Muhlenberg, a brother of General Muhlen- 
berg, to preach an I[:nglish sermon in Zion 
Church. [Further concessions were refused, and 
on Iebruary 1+ following the congregation at 
a meeting decided definitely not to introduce the 
English language in its services. 

On March 14, 1804, those desiring [English 
services held a largely attended meeting at 
which General Muhlenberg presided. As a re- 
sult an address signed by General Muhlenberg 
was printed and sent to all members of the con- 
gregation. ‘This set forth that many members 
of the church did not understand German and 
urged that some services be held in lenghish. 
“The evangelical doctrine,” the address declar- 
ed, “does not depend upon this or that 
language.’ Luther, it was pointed out, wanted 
the gospel preached in the language of the 
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people. In order to hold the young people to 
the Lutheran faith if was essential that Hnelish 
services be held. 

Still the majority of the congregation re- 
fused to yield. “‘Vhe minority then appealed to 
the Lutheran Ministeriuim of Pennsylvania, at 
its annual meeting for 1805, which was held in 
Germantown in June. A letter was presented 
asking either that [neglish services be held at 
times in St. Michael’s and Zion Churches or 
else that a new congregation, entirely [nelish, 
be constituted. ‘The letter was signed by 
Lorenz Seckel, George A. Becker, Johannes 
Graff and Peter Muhlenberg. After deliberat- 
ing upon the question the Munisterium ruled 
that it must remain a German body, but that 
Lutherans who did not understand German 
might form Iengelish congregations, which the 
Ministerium would recognize. 

The next step in the Philadelphia congre- 
gation was taken at the annual meeting on 
January 6, 1806, when those appealing for Eng- 
lish services made an effort to eleet church offi- 
cialg favorable to their side. In this they failed. 
Two days later they met at the home of John 
Hay. The outcome of this and several other 
meetings was a decision to establish a society 
for encouraging Inelish Lutheran services and 
to obtain the use of the Academy building for 
English catechetical classes. Adopting the 
name of The Evangelical Lutheran Association 
in and near the City of Philadelphia, the mem- 
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bers declared they did not seek to occasion a 
split in the old congregation but they were de- 
termined to call a minister who would preach 
both in English and German and catechise child- 
ren in Itnelish.. Ile was not to supplant the 
German minister but to work with him in the 
parish. At a meeting on May 27 a constitution 
was adopted, which fifty persons signed, one of 
them being Peter Muhlenberg. 

The plan proposed was not practicable. The 
movement resulted quickly in the establishment 
of a new [ineglish-speaking congregation, St. 
John’s Chureh, which was the first [english 
Lutheran congregation attaining permanency in 
America. The kev. Philip If. Mayer, a native 
of New York City, was called as pastor in June, 
1806. Ile had been trained for the ministry 
under the Rev. Dr. Kunze, General Muhlen- 
berg’s brother-in-law, and when called to Phila- 
delphia he had a charge in Athens, N. Y. ‘The 
need for an [english minister was proved when 
Pastor Mayer on Maundy Thursday, 1807, con- 
firmed 139 persons. A chureh was built on the 
north side of Race street, between Iufth and 
Sixth, and was consecrated on June 19, 1&09. 
General Muhlenberg did not live to witness the 
dedication, — 

Even after the withdrawal of the I¢nglish- 
speaking members from the German congrega- 
tion, in 1806, German dominance was not alto- 
gether assured in the parent congregation, and 
during ensuing years frequent controversies 
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occurred over the language question. ‘The 
majority insisted the gospel could be adequately 
preached only in German, and there were times 
when apparently they dreamed of making 
Philadelphia a German city. In 1816) certain 
members were tried in court on the charge of 
conspiring to prevent the mtroduction of [ne- 
lish in the German congregation. They were 
convicted, but Governor Snyder pardoned them. 
Eventually St. Michael's Church was abandon- 
ed, but Zion Church survives with a wholly Ger- 
man congregation. 

General Muhlenberg also maintained an in- 
terest in Augustus Church, Trappe, though he 
lived in Philadelphia. Under his direction the 
congregation was incorporated im 1805, he pay- 
ing the costs involved. On September 10, 1807, 
less than a month before his death, he wrote the 
congregation as follows: 

“By John Markley, [esq., | transmit the sum 
of $50 presented to you by my son, Hlenry M. 
Muhlenberg, and myself. | have lkewise in 
my last will and testament bequeathed unto you 
a bank share in the Bank of Vhiladelphia an- 
nually, which my executors are directed to pur- 
chase and pay to the congregation within 
twelve months after my decease. ‘This dona- 
tion of money and this bequest are intended as 
a small capital the interest arising from which 
shall be wholly and solely appropriated to keep 
in decent order and repair the burying ground 
now belonging to the congregation. \WVhen this 
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annual repair is completed and a surplus should 
then remain, the corporation shall then be at 
liberty to expend the said surplus in any repairs 
to the church they may think proper.” 

In accordance with the terms of the will, 
as indicated in the letter, General Muhlenberg’s 
executors on December 12, 1809, paid Augustus 
congregation $125, accruing from the sale of 
the bank stock mentioned. 


His Last Days 


The only edition of the Philadelphia Direct- 
ory in which General Muhlenbere’s name ap- 
pears is that for 1807, when he was listed at 
124 North Fourth street. Vhis no doubt was 
his office as collector of customs. 

On June 17, 1806, he bought from Samuel 
Emery a house, together with twenty-one acres 
and fifty-nine perches of land, bordering the 
Schuylkill, below Grays Ferry road, in’ what 
was then lassyunk “Vownship, in the southern 
part of Philadelphia County. It was a pleasing 
rural district in those times. A — subsequent 
description shows that there were’ on the place 
a “handsome two-story brick house, a good 
frame barn, a coach house, a frame two-story 
tenement house and a fish house,” and attached 
to the farm was a fishery in the Schuylkill, de- 
clared to be one of the best in the river. The 
land was described as being “in the highest 
state of cultivation.” 
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But General Muhlenberg was destined to 
enjoy the charms of this rural retreat for only 
a little more than a year. ‘The same year that 
he bought the place, on October 23, his) wife 
died. She was in her fifty-sixth year. This own 
death oceurred on his sixty-lirst birthday amii- 
versary, October 1, 1807, at 8 A. M. Death 
was due to a liver affection from which he had 
suffered much distress at itervals ever since 
the Georgia cainpaign of 1776. 

The funeral took place at 6 oclock the 
morning after his death. As the cortege passed 
the hall of the German Society, on Seventh 
street, which General Muhlenberg had helped 
to dedicate a few months before, the members 
of the society joined the mourners and accom- 
panied the funeral to Zion Chureh, at) lourth 
and Cherry streets, where services were held. 
The funeral then continued to Augustus Church, 
Trappe, where the burial took place with mihi 
tary honors, “amidst a large concourse of re- 
spectable citizens,” as a newspaper of the time 
recorded. 

The grave is with those of Ins father and 
other members of the family close to the walls 
of the historic old church, tumediately back of 
the pulpit. A large marble slab covermyg the 
grave is thus inseribed: 

“Sacred to the memory of General Peter 
Muhlenberg, born October 1, 1746, died October 
1, 1807. Ile was brave in the field, faithful in 
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the cabinet, honorable in all his transactions, a 
Sincere friend and an honest man.” 

By his will, which he signed on July 18, 
1807, General Muhlenberg directed that his 
lands in Ohio and Wentucky be sold and the 
proceeds divided among his four living children. 
The executors, General Francis Swaine and 
John Graff, were directed to emancipate Nitty, 
a negro slave, while THlannah, an indentured 
servant, was to be exonerated from the remain- 
der of her time. 

The census of 1790 showed that General 

Muhlenberg then owned one negro slave. There 
were then 3737 slaves in Pennsylvania. 
— One of General Muhlenberg’s sons, — his 
namesake, Peter, who was born in 1787, adopted 
a inilitary career, serving in the United States 
army from 1808 until 1821 and advancing 
through the ranks from first lieutenant to major, 
He was engaged in the War of 18l2 and im 
various Indian wars. [lis death oecurred im 
1844. 

Another son, Francis Swaine, born in 1795, 
practiced law in heading, Pa., was private sec- 
retary to Governor Joseph [liester, of Peun- 
sylvania, 1820-3, then lived in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, where he was elected to the Ilouse of 
Representatives of Ohio and later to the United 
States House of Representatives.. Tle died at 
the age of 36. 

General Muhlenberg’s daughter Hester 
married Dr. Isaac Hiester, of Reading, Va., in 
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1810, and lived until 1872. A son of this couple. 
William Muhlenberg Hiester, was speaker of 
the Pennsylvania Senate, 1852-5, and secretary 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1858-61. 

A son, Charles lfrederick, born in 1778, was 
drowned in the Delaware kiver at Vhiladelplnia 
May 31, 1795, when a boat he was rowing col- 
lided with another boat and was upset. 

Other children of General Muhlenberg 
were: Henry Meyer, born 1775, died 1806, no 
issue, and Mary .\nn, born 1793, died 1805. 


Statue in the National Capitol 


When Congress created Statuary Hall, in 
the national capitol, and each state was asked 
to place therein the figures of its two most out- 
standing citizens, Pennsylvania chose General 
Peter Muhlenberg and Robert Fulton, the one 
representing the great tide of German settlers 
and the other coming from the Scotch-Irish ele- 
ment that also was so conspicuous in pioneer- 
ing days. Muhlenbere stood for Pennsylvania's 
military and political leadership, and lulton, 
who made the steamship practicable,  typitied 
applied science and mvention, 

By an act of the Pennsylvania Legislature 
in 1877, Governor Ilartran{t was authorized to 
appoint a commission to erect Pennsylvania's 
statues in the capitol in Washington.  lormer 
Senator Simon Cameron was made chairman 
of the commission. Miss Blanche Nevin, of 
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Lancaster, was engaged to create the Muhlen- 
berg statue in Carrara marble, she receiving 
$7500 for her work. Because of delay on the 
part of the Legislature in making the necessary 
appropriations, about ten years clapsed before 
the statues were placed in position, 

The Muhlenberg statue was Miss Nevin's 
most important achievement in sculpture. She 
was a daughter of the Kev. John W. Nevin, a 
Reformed clergyman who was a leader in the 
exposition of what was known as the “Mereers- 
burg theology’ in the controversies which rent 
his denomination in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century. In the statue General Muhlen- 
berg is presented arrayed in military wiuiforim. 

There is alsu a heroic statue of General 
Muhlenberg in military garb on Reyburn Plaza, 
north of Philadelphia’s City Hlall. ‘The statue, 
the work of J. Otto Schweizer, a Vliladelphia 
sculptor, was originally placed on City Tall 
Plaza on German Day, October 6, 1910, being 
a gilt of the German societies of Philadelphia. 
Incidental to the dedication there was a parade 
of the German organizations of Vhiladelplia 
and also the Ancient Order of Hliberiians, to- 
gether with United States Marines, details from 
the National Guard of Pennsylvania and mem- 
bers of the Grand Army of the Republic. Gen- 
eral Louis Wagner presided, and addresses were 
made by Dr. C. J. [lexamer, Judge Wilham HH. 
Staake, Mayor Reyburn and Dr. Arthur Mudra, 
German consul. On the front of the pedestal 
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is a bas relief in bronze portraying the scene in 
the Woodstock church when Peter Muhlenberg 
bade farewell to the pulpit to enter the ariny. 
Due to the construction of the subway under 
~and about City [fall the statue was removed im 
1928 to Reyburn Plaza, at the entrance to the 
Parkway. 
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DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE 
MUHLENBERG FAMILY 


Frederick A. Muhlenberg 


In telling the story of Peter Muhlenberg 
numerous allusions have been made to his 
brother, Frederick .\. Muhlenberg. Both broth- 
ers forsook the ministry at the time of the Revo- 
lution, Peter entering the army and I*rederick 
becoming a leader in civic life. After the Kevo- 
lution both were powerful for many years in 
the politics of Pennsylvama. John Adams 
blamed them for bringing about the virtual 
extinction of the Iederalist Party in  Penn- 
sylvania in the last decade of the eighteenth 
century. 3 

Returning from Europe where they had 
been educated for the ministry at Halle, in 
Germany, I’rederick and his brother Henry were 
ordained to the Lutheran ministry on October 
25, 1770. Frederick was then not yet 21 years 
old, and Henry was still younger. I*rederick’s 
first service in the ministry was as assistant to 
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his brother-in-law, the Rev. Christopher FE. 
Shulze, in the Vulpehocken region of Berks 
County, Pa. Later for a short time he was 
stationed in Lebanon, Va. Vhen in 1773) he 
assumed the pastorate of a church in New York 
City that had been founded some years before. 
When the Revolution opened Irederick A. 
Muhlenberg sided with the Americans, which 
made it expedient for him to leave New York 
when the British took possession. In 1776 he 
assisted his father, and the following year he 
took charge of the New Hanover congregation, 
several miles west of Prappe, which was the 
oldest Lutheran congregation of German origin 
in America. 

Early in 1779 he decided to abandon the 
ministry, and in Mareh of that year the State 
Assembly in filling three Pennsylvania yvacan- 
cies in the Continental Congress elected Il'red- 
erick A. Muhlenberg to one of them. Tle was 
chosen for a full term in Congress at the en- 
suing election. In Congress he was chairman 
of the medical committee, directing the hospital 
service in the armiv. In October, 1780, he was 
elected to the Veunsylvania Assembly, and when 
that body organized We was made speaker, 
which office he filled during three sessions of 
the Assembly. In 1783 he was elected a mem- 
ber of a peculiar Pennsylvania institution, the 
board of censors, and became chairman of the 
board. From 1784 until 1789 he was a justice 
of the peace at Trappe, and in that capacity was 
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one of the board of judges of the new county 
of Montgomery, formed in 1784, being president 
judge for-the first year. Tle was also the first 
register of wills and recorder of deeds of the 
new county. Being elected a member of the 
Pennsylvania convention to ratify the new 
federal constitution of 1787, he was made presi- 
dent of the convention, 

He was elected to the First, Second, Third 
and fourth Convresses under the constitution, 
and was speaker of the First and Third. About 
1790 he made his home in Philadelphia, on 
North Second street. Tle was a member of a 
mercantile firm in Vhiladelphia and later part 
owner of a sugar refinery. 

After his congressional career closed Govy- 
ernor Meclkean, of Petnsylvamia, appointed him 
collector of the General Land Office of the 
state, in 1800, whereupon he removed to Lan- 
caster, then the capital of Pennsylvania. There 
he died on June 4, 1801, when 51 years old. He 
had grown extremely corpulent, and death re- 
sulted from a stroke of apoplexy. burial took 
place in the grounds of ‘Trinity lutheran 
Church, Lancaster. 

William A. Muhlenberg (1796-1877), a 
grandson of Irederick A. Muhlenberg, became 
a distinguished clergyman of the Ipiscopal 
church. Ie grew to maturity in Philadelphia in 
the period when the Lutheran church refused to 
make provision for English services, and hence 
his parents permitted him to attend the Episco- 
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pal church, in which he was confirmed. THe en- 
tered the ministry of that church in 1817, and 
was rector of a church in Lancaster, Pa. In 
1846 he went to New York City, where he 
founded the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Communion and also the first Episcopal sister- 
hood in America, St. Luke’s Hospital and St. 
Johnsland, the latter a Christian rural settle- 
ment with homes for boys and aged men. He 
wrote numerous favorite hymns, -including 
“Savior Who Thy Flock Art Feeding” and “1 
Would Not Live Alway.” Largely through his 
efforts the old building of Augustus Church, 
Trappe, was saved, in 1860, after the congre- 
gation had decided it should be demolished. 


The Rev. Henry E. Muhlenberg 


Of. the three Muhlenberg brothers who en- 
tered the ministry only Gottfried Hlenry [ernst 
remained a clergyman throughout his life. In 
maturity he dropped his first name. After or- 
dination, in his 20th year, he assisted his father, 
and in 1774 he became one of the pastors of the 
Philadelphia Lutheran congregation. = lrom 
1789 until his death in 1815 he was pastor of 
Trinity Church, Laneaster, Pa. Like his brothers, 
he gained distinction outside the pulpit, for 
he was one of the celebrated botanists of his 
time and wrote extensively on that subject. 

A son of the Rev. Henry E. Muhlenberg, 
Henry Augustus Philip Muhlenberg (1782- 
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1844), became a Lutheran minister and = was 
pastor of ‘Trinity Church, Reading, [a., from 
1802 until 1827, resigning because of impaired 
health. In 1829 he was elected to the National 
House of Representatives, and by subsequent 
re-elections he served until 1838, when he re- 
signed. President Van Buren offered to appoint 
him secretary of the navy and then minister to 
Russia, but he declined both offers, though he 
did accept a third tender, that of minister to 
Austria. ‘This post he held from 1838 until 
1840. Three times he received the Democratic 
nomination for governor of Pennsylvania. Twice 
he was defeated, and shortly after his — third 
nomination he died. : 

~ A son of Henry A. P. Muhlenberg, Ifenry 
Augustus Muhlenberg (1823-1854), was a law- 
yer in Reading, Pa., a member of the Penn- 
sylvania Senate and was clected to the National 
House of Representatives in 1853, but died in 
Washington the following January. 


Other Branches of the Family 


Eve Elizabeth Muhlenberg, (1748-1808), 
eldest sister of the Muhlenberg brothers, in 1766 
married the Rey. Christopher Emanuel Shulze, 
who was a Lutheran pastor in the Tulpehocken 
region of Berks County, Pa., from 1769 until 
his death. Their son, John Andrew Shulze 
(1775-1852), was a Lutheran pastor from 1796 
until 1804, and then, like his distinguished 
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uncles, he entered political life. He was a mem- 
ber of the State Legislature for four terms, a 
state senator and then governor of Pennsyl- 
vania for two terms, 1823 until 1829. 

Margaret Ilenrietta Muhlenberg (1751- 
1831), another sister, married the Rey. John 
Christopher Kunze, Lutheran pastor in Phila- 
delphia and New York and a member of the 
faculty of Columbia College, New York. Mrs. 
Kunze was the last survivor of her generation. 

Following is the record of the other broth- 
ers and sisters of General Muhlenberg: 

Mary Catherine (1755-1812) was the first 
wife of Francis Swaine, who was prominent in 
political affairs in Montgomery County, Pa., in 
the early nineteenth century, was the first presi- 
dent of the Bank of Montgomery County, Nor- 
ristown, and was also a militia general. | 

John Enoch Samuel, born 1758; John 
Charles, born 1760; Catherine Salome, born 
1764, and Emanuel Samuel, born 1769, all died 
in infancy. 

Maria Salome (1766-1830) married Mat- 
thias Richards, who was a member of the 
National Ilouse of Representatives, 1807-11, and 
afterwards an associate judge of Berks County, 
Pa. Numerous descendants in this line rendered 
important service in civic and religious affairs, 
an outstanding representative in later times be- 
ing Dr. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg Richards, 
of Lebanon, Pa., author of numerous valuable 
works dealing with Pennsylvania history. 
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“The Life and Vimes of Tenry Melchior 
Muhlenberg,” kev. William J. Mann, D. D. 

“The Old Trappe Church, ” Rey. Ernest T. 
KXretschmann, Ph. D. 

“Documentary Llistory of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Ministerium of Pennsylvania.” 

“Descendants of Ilenry Melchior Muhlenberg,” 
by Dr. Hl. M. M.. Richards, Pennsylvania 
German Society's publications, Vol. N, 
part 3. 

Diary of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg for 1776- 
7, Collections of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, Vol. 1. 

“Pennsylvania, Colonial and Federal,” edited by 
Howard M. Jenkins. 

“Pennsylvania, Provinee and State,’ Albert 5. 
Bolles, Ph.D., LI..D. 

“Pennsylvania Archives,” First Series—Muinutes 
of the Pennsylvania Supreme [:xecutive 
Council. 

“The Life of Major General Peter Muhlenberg,” 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, 1849. 
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“Crisis in the Life of Peter Muhlenberg,” Rey. 
William Germann, D. 1).,) Pennsylvania 
Magazine of Ilistory and Biography, Vol. 
XXXVI, p. 298, and following numbers. 

“The History of St. Michael's Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia,” 1843. 

“History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New 
Jersey,” James IP. Snell and others. 

“History of Hunterdon and Somerset Counties, 
New Jersey,’ James IP. Snell and others. 

“Virginia: A History of the People,” John [sten 
Cooke. 

“History of the German Element in Virginia,” 

Herrmann Schuricht. 

“The German Element of the Shenandoah Val- 
ley,” Dr. John W. Wayland. 

Journal of the Council of the State of Virginia. 

Virginia Calendar of State Papers. 

“American Archives,” [fourth Series, Vol. LY. 

“History of Georgia,” Charles C. Jones, Jr. 

“The Struggle for American Independence,” 
Sydney George Fisher. 

“Records of the Revolutionary War,” \W.T. R. 
Saffell. 

“Orderly Book of General Peter Muhlenberg,” 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography, Vol. NXXIII, p. 257, and_fol- 
lowing numbers. 
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“The Valley Forge Orderly Book of General 
George Weedon.” 

Officers’ Opinions on the Plans for Winter 
Quarters, 1777, Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vol. XX, p. 398. 

“The History of Valley Forge,” Henry Wood- 
man. 

Valley Forge Papers, Ellwood Roberts. 

“Benedict Arnold,” Malcolin Decker. 

“Life of Frederick William von Steuben,” [ried- 
rich Kapp. 

“The Smith Family of Pennsylvania,” J. Ben- 
nett Nolan. 

“History of Congress,” Vol. I. 

“Congressional Register,” Vol. I-IIL. , 

“Biographical Directory of the American Con- 
egress.” 

“The Republican Court,” Rufus W. Griswold. 

“History of the German Society of Pennsyl- 
vania,’ Dr. Oswald Seidensticker. 

“St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1806-1906," Key. 
FE. E: ‘Sibole. 

“Frederick A. Muhlenberg,” Dr. Oswald Seid- 
ensticker, Pennsylvania Magazine of Ifist- 
ory and Biography, Vol. XIII, p. 184. 

Files of Philadelphia and Norristown  news- 


papers, 1790-1807. 
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Arnold, Gen. Benedict, 110-15, 117 
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Trappe, 9, 171-3 


Baird, Samuel, 159 

Balliet, Stephen, 135 

Beale, Taverner, 54, 160-1 

Bean, James, 159 

Becker, George A., 169 

Beckford Parish, 42, 47, 49, 124 
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Bingham, William, 149, 152 

Bird, Abraham, 54 
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130 

Boyd, John, 135 
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Brandywine, Battle of, 78-82 

Bringhurst, Israel, 154 

Brown, William, 135 
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Burr, Aaron, 156, 157 


Camp near Falls of Schuylkill, 76 
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operations at, 68-71 

Clark, Col. George Rogers, 112 
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Clinton, Gen., 67-69, 109, 117, 118 
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98, 110; First, 141-5, 147;. See- 
ond, 147, 148; Third,: 148-52; 
Sixth, 155-7 

Conrad, Frederick, 159 

Constitution, Hederal, 137, 141; 
Pennsylvania, 145, 165 

Coustitutional Republican Party, 
165 

Cornwallis, Lord, 79, 80, 109, 115, 
117-21 
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Dean, Sumuel, 135 
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74 

De Grasse, Count, 118 

Dickinson College, 128 

Dilthrey, Dr. Karl, 63 
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Vania, 134, 135 

Duche, Rev, Jacob, 20 
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Fitzsimmons, Thomas, 138-40, 149 
Fourth of July celebration, 162 
Francke, August Hlerman, 8, 21; 
Rev. Gotthilf August, 24, 25 
Franklin, Benjamin, 15, 19, 134-6, 
140 
Franklin College, Lancaster, 138 
French army, 118, 119, 121 
French fleet, 112, 118 


Gates, Gen. Jloratio, 108-10 
German Battalion of Virginia, 
59, 62, 65-67, 70, 71, 73, TA 
German. College and Charity 

School, Lancaster, 188 


German settlers of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 14-16 
German Society of Pennsyl- 


vania, 166, 167, 173 
Germans in politics, 145-7 
Germann, Rey. William, 22 
Germantown, Battle of, 85-89 
Graff, Johannes (John), 109, 174 
Greene, Gen, Nathaniel, 74, 75, 
81, 86-89, 103, 109, 110, 121 
Greenwich ‘Township, NuweaJ., 
church in, 33 
Gregg, Andrew, 149 
Gregory, Gen., 113 


Halle Institution, 9, 21, 22, 24, 37 

Hamilton, Col, Alexander, 119, 
120 

Hannum, John, 18 

Hare, Lieut., 114 

Harrison, Cole, 110 

Hartley, Thomas, 138-40, 149 

Hay, John, 169 


Hazen, Gen., 119 
Helfenstein, Peter, 60, 66, 72 
Hengerer, Frederick and Mar- 


garet, 125 

Henkel, Rey, Paul, 124 

Henry, Patrick, 50, 54, 56, 57, 
60, 68 

Herron, Lieut., 114 

Hexamer, Dr. C. J., 176 
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Hiester, Daniel, 189, 140, 


149; 


Dr, Isaac, 174; Joseph, 146, 
174; William Muhlenberg, 175 
Hlind, Rev. Dr., 44 


Hobson, Moses, 159 

lloge, Jonathan, 1385 

Howe, Admiral, 75; Gen., 75-77, 
85; 89.91 

Indian Ravages, 15, 16, 57, 59, 
131, 132; 144 

Irvine, Gen, William, 135, 139, 
140, 149 

Irwin, Alexander D., 93 


Jacobs, Israel, 148 

Jasper, Sergeant, 69 

Jetferson, Thomas, 58, 110, 111, 
146, 150, 152, 156, 157, 163-5 


Keller, Abraham, 49 

IKennedy, Robert, 159 

Kentucky, journey to, 126-31 

Keppele, Henry, Jr., 21 

Kkittera, John W., 149 

KkKnyphausen, CGen., 79 

Kunze, Rey. John C., 83, (140, 
141, 166, 170, 183 

Kurtz, John Nicholas, 13 


Lafayette, Gen., 77, 112, 115, 116, 
118, 119 

learmouth, Lieut., 114 

Lee, Gen. Charles, 67-72, 103 

L’lenfant, Major Charles, 141 

Leslie, Gen., 109 

Lewis. Cok, 119 

Logan, Dr. George, 163 

Loller, Robert, 150 

Lotteries, 129, 134, 135, 157-9 

Lutheran Congregation in Phila- 
delphia, 18, 28-30, 34, 156, 167- 
71 

Lutheran Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania, 31, 34, 48, 169 


Maclay, William, 144, 154 
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Markley, John, 159, 171; Samuel, 
159 

Marshall, John, 156 

Matthews, Col., 87 

Mayer, Rev. Philip F., 170 

MecClenachan, Blair, 139, 140 

MeHarg, John S., 166 

MeKean, Thomas, 157, 160, 162, 
165 

Meade, Bishop William, 123 

Meyer, Anna Barbara (Hannah), 
37, 38; Ksther Knoepler, 38; 
Justus Frederick, 21, 38; Mary, 


38; Mathias, 38; Mrs. Mathias, 
161 

Mifflin, Governor Thomas, 131, 
161, 160 


Miles, Col., 152 

Montgomery County, 
134 

Montgomery, Joseph, 
liam, 139, 140 

Moore, John, 93, 94; 
94 

Morris, Robert, 144, 152; 
150, 151 

Moultrie, Col., 70 

Murda, Dr. Arthur, 176 

Mueller, Jacob, 41 


Pa., 133, 
136; Wil- 


Mordecai, 


James, 


Muellerstadt, 41; see Wood- 
stock 

Muhlenberg, Catherine Solome, 
183 

Muhlenberg, Charles Frederick, 
175 

Muhlenberg, Emanuel Samuel, 
183 

Muhlenberg, Eve Elizabeth, 1%, 
95, 182 

Muhlenberg, Francis Swaine 


(Frank), 161, 174 
Muhlenberg, Frederick A., 18, 20, 
21, 23, 83,90, 127, 133, 137-41, 
147, 149, 167, 178-81 
Muhlenberg, Henry A., 61, 182 
Muhlenberg, Henry A. P., 182 
Muhlenberg, Rev. Henry E., 18, 


189 


20, 21, 23, 83, 84,90, 168, 181, 
182 

Muhlenberg, Rev. Henry Mel- 
chior, 8-11, 15-20, 22, 25-37, 46, 
47, 55, 81-85, 89, 94-96, 100, 137, 
161 


Muhlenberg, Mrs. Henry  Mel- 
chior, 10, 85, 95, 161, 166 
Muhlenberg, Henry M. (Harry), 


161, 171, 175 . 

Mullenberg, Hester (Hetty), 161, 
174, 175 

Muhlenberg, John Charles, 183 

Muhlenberg, John 14. S., 1838 

Muhlenberg, Margaret Henriet- 
ta, 83, 140, 183 

Muhlenberg, Maria Salome, 183 

Muhlenberg, Mary Ann, 161, 175 

Muhlenberg, Mary Catherine, 66, 
166, 183 

Muhlenberg, Veter, birth, 12; 
baptism, 12, 13; boyhood, 16- 
18, 22, 23; education, 18-21, 28; 
in Germany, 22-27; in British 
army, 26, 27; inyths about him, 
7, 8, 22-7, 80, 81, 99; his min- 
istry, 28-49; marriage, 37, 38; 
ordained, 43-6; pastorate in 
New Jersey, 31-35; pastorate 
in Woodstock, Va., 50, 52-63, 
105; chairman of Cominittee of 
Safety, 58, 54, 56; delegate to 
Revolutionary Conventions, 54, 
56, 58, 59; colonel in the army, 
59-73; farewell to the pulpit, 
61-65; ministerial robe, 63; 
campaign in South Carolina, 
68-71; in Georgia, 71, 72; brig- 
adier general, 73; in Middle- 
brook camp, 74, 75; Peunsyl- 
vania campaign, 75-105; White- 


marsh eamp, 91-93; Valley 
Forge camp, 93-103; contro- 
versy as to seniority, 96-99; 


aids Christopher Sower, 101, 
- 102; battle of Monmouth, 103; 
camp on the Hudson, 103-6; in 
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Virginia in 1780-3, 107-22; re- 
ceives letters from Benedict 
Arnold, 113-5; promoted to 
major general, 122; memorials, 
123-5; residence in Trappe, 
123-66; journey to the Ohio 
Valley, 126-32; directs lotteries, 
129, 134, 185, 157-9; member of 
Pennsylvania Supreme lWxecu- 
tive Council, HEC meg 9 We Fe 
Congress, 138-52, 155-7, 162; 
activity in Pennsylvania poli- 
tics, 145, 157, 161, 162, 165, 166; 
Presidential elector, 152; ineim- 
ber of Vennsylyvania tlouse of 


Representatives, 153-5; major 
general of Pennsylvania mil- 
itia, 155; member of United 
States Senate, 162-4; 0 super- 


visor of Internal Revenue, 164; 


collector of the port at Vhila- 
delphia, 164-6, 172; active in 
the German Society of Penu- 


sylvania, 166, 167; fosters Mng- 
lish Lutheran services, 167-70; 


his last days, 172-4; statues, 
175-7 

Muhlenberg, Mrs. Peter, 387, 38, 
82, 161 


Muhlenberg, Veter, Jr., 161, 174 
Muhlenberg, Rey. William A,, 
180, 181 


Naesmann, Rev. Gabriel, 138 
Nevin, Miss Blanche, 175, 176 
New Germantown, N. J., 32, 33 
New Providence, see Trappe 
Nicholas, Francis, 159 


Ohio Valley, journey to, 126-382; 
owns land in, 161,, 174 


Parker, Col., 113 
Paschke, Capt. Frederick, 128 


Pennsylvania affairs in the 
1740's, 13-16; in the 1790's, 
145-7 


INDEX 


Pennypacker, 
Perkiomen 
157-9 
Peters, Rev. Richard, 31, 36, 44. 

Pettit, Charles, 139, 140 

Phillips, Greu., 115 

Vickering, Timothy, 136 

Pinekamin, IN. J., church. at, 32 

Politics in Pennsylvania in the 
1790's, 145-7 

Precat,, or. ~¥ictor, Ga 

President's title, 142, 143 

Providence Township, 11; see 
Trappe 

Pulaski, Gen., 17 

Putnam, (Gen, Israel, 105 


Samuel W., 8 
Bridge, erection — of, 


Randolph, Peyton, 55-07 

Riariton. River, churehes on, 17, 
31-39 

Read, Thomas Buchanan, 64, 65 

Redick, David, 140 

2Zevolution, 36, 38, 45-122 

Reyburn, Mayor, 176 

Richards, Dr. El. M. M., 188; 
John, 150-2, 159; Matthias, 183 

Rochambeau, Count, 118, 121 

Jioss, James, 153; Thomas, 148 


St. Clair, Gen, Arthur, 144 

St. John's Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia, founding of, 168- 
70 

St. Miehael’s Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia, dedication of, 34- 
36 

Schmidt, 
37, 38 

Schnell, 

Schrack 


Rev. John Frederick, 

Lorenz, 19 

tavern, Trappe, 11, 12 

Sehuricht, Tlerrmann, 62 

Schweizer, J. Otto, 176 

Scott, Gen., 77, 98, 105; Thomas, 
138-40, 149 

Seckel, Lorenz, 169 

Shenandoah Valley, 


Va., 39-44, 
111, 122-5, 131 . 
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Shulze, Rev. Christopher F., 95, 
127, 182; John Andrew, 182, 183 

Shunk, Francis Rawn, 11 

Simcoe, Lieut. Col,, 113 

Sitgreaves, Samuel, 149-51 

Slaughter, Francis, 54 

Smiley, John, 149 

Smith, Rev. Dr. William, 19, 148, 
159; William Moore, 148 

Smithfield, 32 

Sower, Christopher, 14, 19, 99-102 

Staake, Judge William H., 176 

Stenton, 78, 89, 163 

Stephen, Gen. Adam, 87, 90, 91, 
96, 97 


Steuben, Gen., 109-11, 116, 127, 

AGE, . 245 

Stevenson, Capt., 113 

Stony Point, storming of, 106, 
107 


Streit, Rev. Christian, 31, 66, 67, 
123 

Sullivan's Island, 
of, 69, 70 

Supreme [lxecutive Council of 
Pennsylvania, 1382-6, 140 

Swaine, Francis, 66, 88, 127, 159, 
161, 166, 174, 188 

Swedish Jutheran 
28, 29 


bombardment 


Churches, 13, 


Tate, Rev. Mr., 76 
Tertium Quids, 165 
Thomson, Charles, 141 
Tipton, John, 54 


Trappe, 8-12, 81-84, 94-96, 123, 
160, 161 
Tulpehocken region, 9, 10 


Valley Forge camp, 91-1038 
Vigera, John Frederick, 13 
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Virginia, Assembly sessions, 51, 
52, 67,. 58; bounty lands for 
Revolutionary soldiers, 126-32; 
religious conditions, 42, 43; 
Revolutionary conventions, 51, 
54, 56, 57, 68, 70; Revolution- 
ary War in, 1780-3, 107-22; 
troops for Revolutionary army, 
59 


Wagner, Gen. 
War with 
150, 153 
Washington, George, 54, 60, T74- 
Tt: ORY COs, MBAs LOO y BeOS, A gy BOs 
102-5, 108, 116-20, 141-3, 155 
Wayne, Gen. Anthomy, 80, $7, 90, 

106, 107, 116, 118 
Weedon, Gen; 74, -79, 87-39 
Weiser, Anna Mary, 10; Conrad, 
O30 Ae. 165.19 
Weyberg, Rev. Casper 
34, 35 
Whisky Insurrection, 151 
White, Rev. Dr. William, 44, 45 
Whitehill, Robert, 189, 140 
Whitemarsh camp, 91-3 
Wood, James, 39, 40, 43 
Woodtord, Gen, 96-98, 105 
Woocstock, Va., 39-44, 49-54, 97, 


Louis, 176 
France threatened, 


Diedrich, 


104, 105, 120-5, 181; Ispiscopal 
church in, 124; Muhlenberg 
memorials, 123-5 


Wrangel, Rev. Dr. Charles Mag- 
Non! Vos St Bs: 28, ° 31 

Wynkoop, Henry, 138-10, 1438, 149 

Wyoming controversy, 136 


Yorktowi campaign, 117-21 


Krederick 
45, 46 


Ziegcenhagen, Rev. 
Blichael,. 21, 22; 25, 
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